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Bleffed’ is the Man that hath not walked in the counfel of 
the ungodly, nor flood in the way of finners, nor fat in the 
feat of the fcornfual. 


But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his law will 
he exercife himfelf day, and night. Pfalmi. 1, 2. 


THIS. has been the bleffed fate of every 

wife and pious chriftzan in all ages of 
the church: Being taught from his youth 
to revere the facred writings, to confider 
them as divine revelations from heaven, 
and as fuch containing ** the will and the 
wifdom of God,” pointing out to man the 
only obje& of divine worfhip, and infirué- 
ing him how to hallow the name of his heav- 
enly Father, and be thereby enabled to do 
his will on earth, as it is done in heaven ; 
or in other words, teaching him how to cliinb 
the heights of virtue, by praéifing the heav- 
enly precepts of wifdom and love s---7mpre)- 
Jed with thefe fentrments, his ruling delight 
was in the law of the Lord, and it was to 
tohima fource of infiruéion and comfort 
in 
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in every fate, whether of light or darkness; 
profperity or adver fity. 


To minds thus prepared it muft afford 
the higheft pleafure to be infor meds that it 
has ; pleased ca to put into ther hands at 
this trme, the means of attaining a more 

perfec knowle edge of his holy Shy ie that 
fr has taken off the veil fr omits hidden my {- 
terzes, by unfolding it’s various fonfes ; and 
that truth being thus opened to his view, he 
is thercby infiruded how he may avoid the 
danger of error, and of thofe falfe dodlrines 
zd hy areinferred from the letter of ferip- 
ture, wh en feparated fr om the genuine truths 
and goodneffes now difcevered in it’s inter- 
nal fenfe. 

“* Open thou mine eyes,” fays the pfalm- 
ift, * that I may fee the wonderous things 
of thy law.” The prayer of the pfalmift 1S 
now accomplifhed, and every reader, who is 
willing to feparate himfelf from allithat is 
evil and falfe, who fteadily walks in hely 
obedience to the divine precepts, and who 
by repentance and prayer renders himfelf 
meet for divine illumination, may, by means 
of the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, 
be enabled to fee the wonderous things here- 
tofore hidden in the external fenfe of the 


divine law. 
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g treatife of eur illumin- 


By the following 
ated author, he wil be taught to perceive 
clearly where the holine{s and divinity of 
the fcriptures refide ; and thas the word 
of God, really proceeding from kim, muft 
partake of his holy effen 1ce, and confequently 
be divine in all and every { bart thereof. 
From this he may alfo learn the reality, the 
beauty, and importance of the internal or 
fpiritual fenfe of the fcriptures: he will 
jind that they are the laws of God, by which 
heaven and the church on earth are regula- 
ted ; that in a higher fenfe they relate to 
thofe fiates of divine order, by which tie 
humanity affumed by Fehovah was glorified 
and made one with the Father or Divine 
Effe, as a means whereby the infirmities 

and corruption of human nature mighi be 
nearer approached to, and wroughtupon by 
the divine ; ina lower fenfe, it alfo fhews 
that thofe ftates are the laws of divine or- 
der, by which the regeneration or falvation 
of man is effetted. Thofe paffages of holy 
writ, which before appeared nugatory, tri- 
‘fling, or inconfiftent, will now be feen to be 
of the higheft vmportance : the apparen nt 
enconfiflencies of the leiter vanifh, and the 
reader finds that every part inculcates Lef- 
fons of the greateft prattical utility, at the 
fame time that they oe amazing infian- 
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ces of infinite love and wifdom. Hence his 
reverence for, and affection to the facred 
writings 1s highly increased, and he is here- 
by taught how to make the mofi profitable 
and noble ufe of them, by permitting the ex- 
alted truths thereof to be infeminated in his 
mind, the light of which will enable him to. 
difcover the evils of his life, and the errors 
thence derived ; andif he flies from them 
as fins againft God, he will become receptive 
of divine love in his affeétions, and divine 
wifdom in his intellect, and by their con- 
junétion in him by the Lord, be made meet 

or the communion of angels and archan- 
gels, and the fpirits of juft men made per- 
feét in thofe manfions prepared for them 
rom the foundation of the world, not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. Amen. 
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That the facred fcripture or word 1s effen- 


tial to divine truth. 


1. WT is generally allowed that the word 
is from God, of divine inf{piration, 

and confequently holy ; but heretofore 
mankind have been ignorant touching 
the nature of fuch in{fpiration, and in 
what part of the word it’s divinity refid- 
eth : for the word in the letter appears 
like ordinary writing, compofed ina vul- 
gar ftyle, without either fublimity or ele- 
: gance 
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gance, which are the apparent charaéter- 
iltics of human compofitions. Hence 
it is, that he who worfhippeth nature in- 
itead of God, or in preference to God, 
and in confequence thereof maketh him- 
felfand his own propriety the ground and 
centre of his thoughts, withdut admitting 
any influence from the Lord out of heav- 
en, may eafily. fall into miftake concern- 
ing the word, and into contempt for it, 
and whilft he readeth it, may be led to 
queftion it’s divinity in many cafes, and 
to doubt it’s being the word of infinite 
wifdom, refolving all it’s fanétity into 
the prevalence of fuperftition and blind 
credulity. 


2. But he who thinks in this manner 
doth not confider that Jehovah himfelf, 
who is the God of heaven and earth, 
{fpake the word by Moles and the proph- 
ets, and that confequently it muft needs. 
be the divine truth itfelf, for what is 
fpoken by Jehovah himfelf can be no 
other than effential divine truth : nor 
doth fuch an one confider that the Lord, 
who is the fame with Jehovah, fpake the 
word written by the evangelifts, in many 
cafes from his own mouth, which is the 
Holy Spirit; hence it is that he himfelf 
faith, 
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faith, that in his words is life, and that he 
is the light which enlighteneth, and that he 
isthe truth. That Jehovah himfelf {pake 
the word by the prophets, was fhewn 1 
the Docrrine or THE New JeRuSA~ 
LEM CONCERNING THE LORD,N. 524 53% 
That the words which the Lord himfelf 
fpake in the writings of the evangelilts, 
are life,is declaredin John, “ The words 
‘6 which I fpeak unto you are fpirit, and 
“arelife,” vi. 63. Again, “ Jefus faid 
“to the woman at Jacob’s fountain, if 
‘¢ thou kneweft the gift of God, and whoit 
sé is that faith to thee, give me to drink, 
<¢ thou wouldeft afk of him, and he would 
‘- give thee living water. Whofo drink- 
‘ eth of the water which I fhall vive him, 
s fhall never thirft, but the water which 
¢¢ T fhall give him fhall be in him a foun- 
‘- tain of water fpringing up unto eternal 
“life,” iv. 6,10,1%. By Jacob’s foun- 
tain is fignified the word, as alfo Deut. 
xxxili. 28; wherefore alfo the Lord fat 
there and talked with the woman; and 
by water is fignified the truth of the word. 
So again, inthe fame evangelift, ‘ Jefus 
¢¢ faid, if any one thirft, let him come to 
6 me and drink: he that believeth on me, 
‘as the fcripture faith, out of his bel- 
‘ly fhall flow flreams of living water,” 
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Vii, 
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vii. 37, 38. Again, in the fame evange- 
lift, ‘* Peter faid to Jefus, thou haft the 
‘* words of eternal life,” vi. 68. Where- 
fore the Lord faith in Mark, ‘“* Heaven 
““ and earth thall pafs away, but my words 
“ fhall not pafs away,” xiii. 91. The 
ground and reafon why the words of the 
Lord are life, is, becaufe he himfelf ts life 
and truth, as he teacheth in John, * lam 
** the way, the truth, and the life,” xiv. 6 ; 
and again, “ In the beginning was the 
** word, and the word was with God, and 
*¢ God wasthe word; in him was life, and 
** the life was the light of men,” i. 1, 2, 2. 
By the word is here meant the Lord as to. 
divine truth, in which alone there is life 
andlight. Hence itis,that the word which 
is from the Lord, and which is the Lord, 
is called “a fountain of living waters,” 
Jerem. i. 13. chap. xvii. 13. chap. xxxi. 
g. and “a fountain of falvation,” Haiah 
xi. 3. and “a fountain,” Zech. xiii. 3. 
and “a river of the water of life,” Rev. 
Xxli. 1. and it is faid, “ that the Lamb 
*¢ which is in the midft of the throne fhall 
“feed them, and fhall lead them to living 
‘* fountains of waters,” Rev. vii. 17; not 
to mention other paflages, where the word 
is alfo called a fan€tuary and a taberna- 
cle, in which the Lord dwelleth with man. 
3. Neverthelefs 
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9. Neverthelefs the natural man will 
hardly be perfuaded hereby to believe, 
that the word is the effential divine 
truth, in which is divine wifdom and di- 
vine life, for he judgeth of it by it’s ftyle, 
in which he feeth none of thefe things, 
Howbeit the ftyle of the word isa truly 
divine ftyle, with which no .cther ftyle, 
however fublime and elegant it may ap- 
pear, is at all comparable, but is as dark- 
nefs compared with light. The ftyle of 
the word is fuich, that ee holy in €very 
fenfe, and in every expreffion, nay, in 
fome cafes, tn the very letters themfelves 
which compofe it; hence it is, that the 
word ¢ffecteth conjunétion ements man 
and the Lord,and openeth heaven. There 
are two [things of principles ] which pro- 
ceed from the Lord, divine love, and di- 
vine wifdom, or bei is the fame things 
divine good and divine truth, for divine 
good hath relation to the effential divine 
love,and divine truth hath relation to the 
effential divine wifdom ; the word in it’s 
effence is both of thefe principles ; and 
inafmuch as it effé€tcth conjun@ion be- 
tween man and the Lord, and openeth 
heaven, as was obferved, therefore when 
man readeth it under the bara s influence, 
and not under the influence of propriety; 
or 
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ér felf, it peep indeny: > him with the good 
things of love and the truths of wifdom,; 
his wit) with the good things of love, and 
his underftanding with the truths of wif- 
dom ; hence inan hath life by and through 
the word. 


4. To remove therefore all doubt a- 
mongft men concerning the nature an d 
divinity of the word’ as thus declared, it 
hath pleafed the Lord to reveal to me the 
internal fenfe thereof, wh ich in its effence 
is fpiritual, and w hich isin the external 
or nattiral lente, as a foul is in the body ; 

his fenfe is the fpirit which gives life to 
the letter, wherefore this fenfe may teftify 
concerning the civinity ¢ and fanétity of 
the word, and convince even the natural 
inan, if ne is willing to be convinced, 


That in the word there is a fpiritual fenfe 
heretofore unknown, 


IT may be expedient to difcufs this 
fubje& under the following heads, fhew- 
ing, I. What'is meant by the {piritual 
fete! II. That that fenfe is in all and 
every pat rt of the word. TI. That it is 
by virtue of that fénfe thatthe word is of 
divine infpiration, and holy in every fin- 
ele expreffion. IV. That that fenfe hath 
been 
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been heretofore unknown, V. And that 
from herceforth it will be opened to none 
but thofe who are principled in genuine 
truths from the Lord. 


I. What is meant by the fpiritual 
Jenfe. The {piritual fenfe is not that which 
fhines forth from the fenfe of the letter, 
when any one icrutinizes and explains the 
word to confirm fome particular tenet of 
chureh do€trine, for this fenfe is the lit- 
eral fenfe of the word. But the fpiritual . 
fenfe doth not appear in the fenfe of the 
letter, it is within it, as the foul is in the 
body, or as the principle of thought is in 
the eyes, or as affeétion is in the counte- 
narice, acting in unity like caufe and ef- 
feet. It is by virtue of this fenfe that the 
word is {piritual, not only for the ufe of 
men, but alfo for the ufe of angels ; where- 
fore the word by means of that fenfe hath 
communication with the heavens: 


6. There proceed from the Lord three 
diftinét principles, the CeLresri1aL, the 
SPrrRiTuar, and the Naruran, one af- 
ter the other. That is called the CeLes- 
TIAL principle which proceedeth from 
his divine love, and is divine good : 
That is called the Spiriruat principle, 
which proceedeth from his divine wif- 

B dom, 
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dom, and.is divine truth: The Natur- 
AL principle is derived from both the 
others, and is their complex in the ulti- 
mate [Jaft, or loweft fphere]. The an- 
gels of the Lord’s celeftial kingdom, who 
compofe the third or higheft heaven, are 
principled in that divine proceeding from 
the Lord, which is called celeftial, for 
they are principled in the good of love 
from the Lord: The angels of the Lord’s 
{piritual kingdom, who compofe the fec- 
ond or middle heaven, are principled in 
that diwine proceeding from the Lord, 
which is called fpiritual, for they are 
pUGineds in truths of wifdom from the 
Lord :* But men who compofe the Lord’s 
church on earth, are prin OPS in the di- 
vine-natural [ prinesp'< Ca which alfo pro- 
ceedeth fromthe Lord. Hence it follows, 
that the divine proceeding from the Lord, 
in it’s progrefs to its ultimates, defcend- 
ing through three degrees, and is termed 
-eleftial, {piritual, and natural... The di- 
vinne[pr0ee eding],w hich dedcendeth from 
¢ Lord. to. men, defcendeth through thofe 
ee degrees, and when it hath defcend- 
eds 
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* That there are two kingdoms of which the heavens con- 
fift, one of which is called the celeftial kingdom, the other 
the {piritual kingdom, may be feen in the Treatife concermng 

HEAVEN and ELL, n, 20 to 28. 
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ed, it containeth thofe three degrees in 
itfelf :, Such is the nature of all divine 
[proceeding ], wherefore when it 1s in it’s 
Jaft- degree, it is in it’s:fulnefss. Such is 
the nature and quality. of the word ; in 
it’s laft fenfe it is natural, in it’s interior 
fenfe it is fpiritual, and in it’s inmoft fenfe 
it is celeftial, and: in each fenfe it 1s di- 
vine. That the word is of fuch a nature 
and quality, doth. not appear in the fenfe 
of the letter, which is natural, by reafon 
that man-hath heretofore been altogether 
unacquainted with the ftate of the heav- 
ens, and confequently with the nature of 
the fpiritual principles, and the celeftial, 
and of courfe with the diftin@tion between 
them and the natural principle. 


7. The diftinftion between thefe de- 
grees cannot be known, unlefs by the 
knowledge of correfpondence, for thefe 
three degrees are altogether diftin& from 
each other, like end, caufe, and effea, or 
like what is prior, pofterior, and poftreme, 
but yet make one by correfpondencies ; 
for the natural [degree or principle ] cor- 
refpondeth with the fpiritual, and alfo with 
the celeftial. The nature and meaning 
of correfpondence may be feen more ful- 
ly explained in the Treatife concerning 
HEAVEN 
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Heavenvand Hert, being there digefted 
under thefe two articles, aft, Concerning 
the correfpondence of all things in heaven 
with all things in man, n. 87 to 102. edly, 
Concerning the correfpondence of all things 
in heaven with all things on earth, mn. 103 
to115 ; and will be. further feen below 
by examples adduced from the word. 


8. Inafmuch as the word in it’s interior 
is fpiritual and: celeftial, therefore it is 
written by mere correfpondencies, and 
what is written by mere correfponden- 
cies, in it’s ultimate fenfe is written in fuch 
a fty!e as that of the prophets and evan- 
geliits, which, notwithftanding it’s appar- 
ent vulgarity, containeth in it all divine 


‘and angelic wifdom. 


g. If. That there is a fpiritual fenfe in 
all and every part of the word. » This can- 
not be better made to appear than by ex- 
amples, for which purpofe let us take the 
following. John faith in the Revelation, 
‘* IT faw heaven open, and behold a white 
‘¢ horfe, and he that fat thereon was cal- 
“led Faithful and True, and in righ- 
* teoufnefs doth he judge and make war. 
‘¢ His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on 
‘¢ on his head were many diadems, and 
*¢ he had a name written which no one 
“ knoweth 
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‘ knoweth but himfelf.: And he was 
‘ clothed with a vefture dipped 1n blood. 
ss And his name is called the Worp or 
‘“ Gop. His armies in heaven followed 
‘¢ him upon white horfes, cloathed in fine 
“ linen, white and clean. He hath on his 
‘¢ yefture and on his thigh a name writ- 
‘ten, Kinc or Kines and Lorp oF 
‘“ TLorps.. I faw moreover, an ange 
“ ftanding in the fun, who cried with a 
‘loud voice, Come, and gather your- 
‘ felves unto the fupper of the great God, . 
‘that ye may eat the flefh of kings, and 

‘the flefh of captains, and the flefh of 
‘‘-the mighty,.and the flefh of horfes, and 
of them that fit oa them, and the flefh 
of all both free and - bond, both {mall 
“and great,” chap. xix. 11 to 1g 5 what 
thefe expreffions fignify, cannot poflibly 
bé known to any one, except by the f{pi- 
ritual fenfe of the word, and no one can © 
know the fpiritual: fenfe of the word ex- - 
cept by the fcience of correfpondenciess 
for all the: above: expreffions are corref- 
pondencies; and there ts:not a fingle one 
without its meaning. The fcience of cor- 
refpondencies teaches what is fignified by 
a white horfe, and what by him that fit- 
teth thereon, what by eyes which were as 
a flame of fire, what by diadems which: 
Bia were.” 
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were on his head, what by a vefture dip- 
ped in blood, what by fine linen, white 
and clean, with which his army in heaven 
were cloathed, what by an angel ftanding 
in the fun, what by the fupper of the great 
God to which they fhould come and be 
gathered together, alfo what by the flefh 
of kings, and of captains, and of many 
others, which they fhould eat. But the 
particular fignification of each of thefe 
expreffions, according to their fpiritual 
fenfe, having been already explained in 
a {mall treatife concerning the Wuire 
Horses, it is needlefs here to fay more on 
the fubjeét : fuffice it to obferve, accord- 
ing to what was fhewn in that treatife, 
that the Lord is there defcribed as to the 
word, and that by his eyes which are as a 
flame of fire, and by the diadems on his 
head, and by the name which no one 
knoweth but himfelf, is meant, the fpirit- 
ual fenfe of the word, which fenfe no one 
knoweth but the Lord himfelf, and he to 
whom the Lord is difpofed to reveal it ; 
further, that by a vefture dipped in blood, 
for ftained with blood, | is meant the nat- 
ural fenfe of the word which is the fenfe 
of the letter thereof, to which violence is 
offered : that it is the word which is thus 
defcribed, is very manifeft, for it is faid, 
His 
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His NAME IS CALLED THE WoRD or 
Gop ; and that itis the Lord who: is 
meant, is alfo manifelt, for it is faid, that 
the name of him that fat on the horfe was: 
written, Kine or Kincs ann Lorp 
or Lorps. That the fpiritual fenfe of 
the word is tobe opened at the end of the 
church, is fignified not only by what is 
here faid concerning the white horfe and: 
him that fat thereon, but alfo by the great 
fupper, to. which all are invited, by the 
angel ftanding in the fun, to come and eat 
the flefh of kings and of captains, of the 
mighty, of horfes and of them that fit on 
them, and of all both free and bond: all 
thefe expreffions would be in vain, and 
without life and fpirit, unlefs there was. 
in them an inward fpiritual meaning, as a 


foul in a body. 


10. Again, in the Revelation, chap. 
xxl. the Holy Jerufalem is thus defcrib- 
ed, ‘¢ There was in it alight [luminary | 
‘¢ like to moft precious ftone, as a jafper 
-  ftone, like to fhining chryftal. It had 
“a wall, great and high, having twelve 
‘¢ sates, and over the gates twelve angels, 
‘‘ and names written of the twelve tribes 
*¢ of the children of Ifrael. The wall 
*6 was 144 cubits, which is the meafure of 
** a man, 
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‘¢a man, that is, of an angel. And the 
‘“‘ building of the wall was jafper, and the 
‘* foundations thereof were of every pre- 
‘cious ftone, of jafper, of fapphire, of 
‘chalcedony, of emerald, of fardonix, 
“of fardius, of chryfolyte, of beryl, of 
“topaz, of chryfoprafus, of jacinth, of 
‘““amethyft. The twelve gates were twelve 
“pearls. The city itfelf was pure gold, 
“like to pure glafs, and was four-{quare ; 
“the length, the breadth, and the heighth 
‘*-of it were equal, 12000 furlongs ;” with 
many other circumftances.. That all the 
parts of this defcription are to be under- 
{ftood fpiritually, may appear from this 
confideration, that by the Holy Jerufalem 
is fignified a new church, which isto be 
eftablifhed by the Lord, as was fhewn in 
the Docrrine concerning the Lorn, n. 
62 to 65 ; and tnafmuch as by Jerufalem. 
is there fignified a church, it follows, that 
all things faid of it as a city, concerning 
it’s gates, it’s wall, and the foundations of 
the wall, and alfo concerning their meaf- 
ures, contain a fpiritual fenfe, for all things 
relative to the church are fpiritual. But 
the particular fignification of each part of 
this defcription is explained in a work 
concerning the New JerusA.em, pub- 
lifaed by me at London in the year 1758, 
3 wherefore 
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wherefore it is needlefs to repeat the ex- 
plication in this place, it is enough to 
know from hence, that there is a fpiritual 
fenfe in every part of the defcription, as 
a foul in it’s body, and that without fuch 
a fenfe nothing relative to the church 
could be underftood in what is there writ- 
ten, as when it is faid that the city was of 
pure gold, it’s gates of pearls, the wall of 
jafper, the foundations of the wall of pre- 
cious ftones, that the wall was 144 cubits, 
which is the meafure of a man, that 1s, of 
an angel, that the city was in length, 
breadth,and heighth 12000 furlongs, with 
many other circumftances. But whofo- 
ever, by virtue of the fcience of corre- 
fpondencies, is acquainted with the {pirit- 
ual fenfe of the word, he underftandeth 
all parts of the above defcription, as that 
the wail and it’s foundations fignify doc- 
trine derived from the literal fenfe of the 
word, and_that the numbers 12, 144, 
12000, have a little fignification, denot- 
ing all the truths and good things of the 
church in one complex. 


11. Again in the Revelation, chap. Vil. 
it is written, ** That 144000 were fealed, 
‘6 49000 of each particular tribe of Ifrael, 
“ of the tribe of Judah,of the tribe of Reu- 

‘* ben, 
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“ben, of Gad, of Afher, of Naphtali, of 
‘© Manafles, of Simeon, of Levi, of Iffa-’ 
“char, of Zebulun, of Jofeph, and of 
“ Benjamin.” ‘The {piritual fenfe of thefe 

words teacheth that all are favedin whom 

the Lord hath eftablifhed his church; 

for ina {piritual fenfe, by being marked. 
in the forehead, or fealed, is fignified to 
be acknowledged by the Lord, and to be 
faved ; by the twelve tribes of Ifrael are- 
fignified all of that chureh; by 12, 12000,. 
and 144000, are fignified all, by Ifrael is: 
fignified the church, and by each particu- 
lar tribe fome particular f{pecifie [princi- 
ple or chara&ter] of the church’: If this 
{piritual meaning of thefe words be not 
known, it may be imagined that falvation 

is confined to a certain number, and to- 
thofe of the Ifraelitifh and Jewifh nation. 

































12, Again in the Revelation,. chap. | 
vi. it is written, ** That when the Lamb 
*¢ opened the firft feal of the book, there 
‘¢ went forth a. white horfe, and that he 
‘¢ who fat thereon had a bow, and that a 
‘© crown was given unto him: And that 
‘¢ when he opened the fecond feal, there 
‘¢ went forth a red horfe, and that to him 
“who fat thereon was given a large 


{word : And that when he opened the 


6 third 
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‘¢ third feal, there went forth a black horfe, 


+ and that he that fat thereon held in his 
hand a pair of ballances : And that 
_ when he opened the fourth feal, there 
§% went forth a pale horfe, and that the 
name of him that fat thereen was 


* Death.” What thefe words fignify can 
only be unfolded by the fpiritual fenfe, 
and itis fully unfolded when it 1s known 
what is fignified by opening the feals, by 
horfes, and by the other things therein 
mentioned: Thereby are defcribed the 
fucceflive flates of the church from it’s 
beginning to it’s end, as to the under- 
ftanding of the word ; by the Lamb’s o- 
pening the feals of the book, 1s fignified the 
manifeflation of thofe ftates of the church 
by the Lord; by a horfe is fignified the 
underftanding of the word; by a white 
horfe, the underftanding of truth from the 
word in the firft ftate of the church; by 
the bow of him that fat upon that horfe, 
the doétrine of charity and faith combat- 
ing againft falfes ; by a crown, eternal life 
the reward of vigtory: by ared horfe is 
fignified the underftanding of the word 
deftroyed as to the principle of good in 
the fecond ftate of the church; by a great 
fword, the falfe combating againit truth : 
by a black horfe is fignified the under- 
ftanding 
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ftanding of the word deftroyed as to the 
vrinciple of truth in the third ftate of the 
church ; by a pair of ballances, the edti- 


mation of truth fo fmall as fearce to be of © 


any amount: By a pale horfe is fignified 
the underftanding of truth annihilated by 
evils of life and the falfes thence derived 
in the fourth or laft flate of the church ; 
and by death, eternal damnation. That 
fuch is the fignification of the contents of 
the above paflage in a f{piritual fenfe, doth 
not appear in the fenfe of the letter, or the 
natural fenfe ; wherefore unlefs the {pi- 
ritual fenfe had been now for once open- 
ed, the word as to this and other paflages 
in the Revelation muft have been clofed 
up, fo that at length no one would know 
how, and in what, the holy principle there- 
in lay concealed. The cafe is the fame 
in refpe& to the fignification of the four 
horfes and the four chariots that came 
forth between two mountains of brafs ; 
fee Zechariah, Chap. vi. 1 to 8. 


13. Again, in the Revelation, chap. ix; 
it is written, ** The fifth angel founded, 
‘¢ and I faw a ftar fall from heaven unto 
“the earth: andto him was given the 
‘“* key of the pit of abyfs ; and he opened 
“* the pit of abyfs, and there arofe a {moke 
** out 
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‘Sout of the pit, as the fmoke of a great 
‘¢ furnace ; aud the fun and the air were 
‘darkened by reafon of the fmoke of the 
‘¢ pit ; and there cameé out of the fmoke 
‘¢locufts upon the earth ; and unto them 
‘© was given power as the {corpions of the 
‘earth have power: the fhapes of the 
*¢ locufts were like unto horfes prepared 
‘¢ for battle, and on their heads were as it 
*¢ were crowns like gold, and their faces 
** were as the faces of men, and they had 
“hair as the hair of women, and their 
** teeth. were as the teeth of lions ; and 
*‘ they had breaft-plates as of irom; and 
‘the voice of their wings was as the 
** voice of many chariots rufhing to bat- 
‘tle: and they had tails like unto fcor- 
** pions, and ftings were in their tails ; 
‘‘ and théir power was to hurt men five 
** months, and they had a king over them, 
‘the angel of the abyfs, whofe name in 
“the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in 
** the Greek tongue he hath his name A- 
** pollyon.” ‘Fhefe words in like manner 
muft needs be unintelligible to every 
one, whois not acquainted by revelation 
with the fpiritual fenfe ; for there is noth- 
ing faid in this paffage without a meaning, 
but the whole thereof and every particu- 
lar expreflion therein is fignificative : the 
fubjeét 
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fubjeG here treated of is concerning the 
ftate of the church, when all the knowledg- 
es of truth from the word are deftroyed, 
in confequence whereof man becoming 
fenfual perfuadeth himfelf that falfities are 
truths. By a ftar fallen from heaven are 
ficnified the knowledges of truth deftroy- 
ed: By the fun and air being darkened 
is fignified the light of truth made dark- 
nefs: By locufts which came forth from 
the {moke of the pit, are fignified falfes in 
the extremes ;* fuch as appertain to thofe 
who are become fenfual, and who fee and 
judge all things according to fallacies : 
By a {corpion is fignified their perfuafive 
[principle or faculty ]: By the locufts ap- 
pearing as horfes prepared for battle, is 
fignified their ratiocinations as from the 
underflanding of truth: By the locufts 
having crowns like unto gold upon their 
heads, and having faces as the faces of 
men, is fignified, that they appeared to 
themfelves as conquerors and as wile: 
By their having hair as the hair of wo- 
men, is fignified, that they appeared to 

themfelves 

















os oe 





* By the extremes here fpoken of are meant the extreme 
parts of the life of man, fuch as belong to the fenfual nature, 
which being pofleffed by falfes, are clofed up thereby againtt 
all admiffion of heavenly light, and thus become fliby and 
rafernal. 
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themfelves as if they were in the affe€tion 
of truth: By their having teeth as lions’ 
teeth, is ftgnified, that the fenfual things, 
which are the ultimates of the natural 
man, appeared to them as if they had 
power overall things: By their having 
breaft plates as breait-plates of iron, are 
fignified, argumentations grounded in fal- 
lacies, by which they fight and prevail : 
By the voice of. their wings being as the 
voice of chariots rufhing to battle, are 
fignified, ratiocinations as if grounded in 
the truths of do€trine from the word, for 
which they were to combat : By their 
having tails as f{corpions, are fignified, 
perfuafions : By their having {tings in 
their tails, are fignified, the cunning arts 
of deceiving thereby : By their having 
power to hurt men five months, is figni- 
fied, that they induce a kind of ftupor on 
thofe who are principled in the under- 
ftanding of truth and in the perception of 
good: By their havinga king over them, 
an‘angel of the aby{s, whofe name is A- 
baddon or Apollyon,is fignified, that their 
faifes were from hell, the abode of thofe 
who are merely natural, and principled in 
felf-intelligence. This is the fpiritual 
fenfe of thefe words, whereof nothing ap- 
pears in the fenfe of the letter, and the 
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like {piritual fenfe is contained in every 


part of the book of the Revelation. It 
is to be obferved, that in the fpiritual 
fenfe the whole has a regular conneétion 
and coherence, to effet and perfeét which, 
each particular.expreffion in the literal or 
natural fenfe is conducive, infomuch that 
if a fingle word was taken away, the con- 
ne€tion would be broken and the coher- 
ence perifh ; therefore, to prevent this, 
it is added at the end of this prophetical 
book, ** that not a word fhould be taken 
“away.” Rev. xxu- ig. The cafe is 
fimilar in regard to the books of the proph- 
ets of the Old Teftament, from which left 
any thing fhould be taken away, it was 
effected by the divine providence of the 
Lord, that each particular thérein, even 
to the letters, fhould be counted or num- 
bered, which was done by the Mafforetes*. 


14. The Lord, in {peaking to his dif 
ciples concerning the confummation of 
the age, which is the laft time of the 

church, 























* It may be expedient to inform the unlearned reader, that 
the Mafforetes were Jewifh doftors, authors of the Maflora, 
which was a critic on the Hebrew text of the Bible, where- 
in were numbered the verfes, words, and letters of the text, 
and all the variations of it marked ; the defign of which work 
was, to fecure the text from any alterations which might oth- 
erwife happen, and to ferve, according to the Jewifh expref- 
fion, as a hedge to the law. 
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church, at the clofe of the feveral pre- 
diftions refpecting it’s fucceflive changes 
of ftate, faith, ** Immediately after the 
‘tribulation of thofe days, the fun fhall 
‘¢- be darkened, ‘and the moon fhall not 
“ive her light, and the ftars fhail fall 
‘‘ from heaven, and the powers of the 
‘s heavens fhall be fhaken. And then fhall 
“ appear the fign of the Son of Man in 
‘¢ heaven; and then fhall all the tribes of 
‘Sithie peel mourn ; and they fhall fee the 
‘¢ Son of Man coming in the clouds of 
‘ heaven with power and much glory. 
‘¢ Andhe fhall fend forth his angels with 
‘* a trumpet and a great voice, and they 
‘* fhall gather together his ele&t from the 
*“ four winds, from one extreme of the 
‘¢ heavens to the other,’ Matt. xxiv. 29, 
30, 31. By thefe words in a fpiritual 
fenfe is‘not meant, that the fun and moon 
fhould be darkened, that the flars fhould 
fall from heaven, and that a fign of the 
Lord fhould appear in heaven, and that 
men fhould fee him in the clouds, and his 
angels with trumpets ; but by each par- 
ticular expreffion is there meant fomewhat 
{piritual refpeéting the church, concern- 
ing whofe final ftate thefe things are {po- 
ken: For ina fpiritual fenfe, by the fun 
which fhall be darkened, is meant the 
Lerd as to the principle of love ; by 
C 2 the 
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the moon which fhall not give her light, 
is meant the Lord as to the principle of 
faith ; by the ftars which fhall fall from 
heaven, are meant the knowledges of 
goodnefs and truth which fhould perifh ; 
by the fign of the Son of Man in heaven, 
is meant the appearing of divine truth ; 
by the tribes of the earth which fhall 
mourn, is meant a f{carcity of all truth ap- 
pertaining to faith, and of all good ap- 
pertaining to love ; by the coming of the 
Son of Man in the clouds of heaven with 
power and glory, is meant the prefence 
and revelation of the Lord in the word ; 
by clouds is fignified the literal fenfe of 
the word, and by glory it’s {piritual fenfe ; 
by angels with a trumpet and a great 
voice, is fignified heaven, whence cometh 
divine truth; by gathering together the 
eleG&t from one extreme of the heavens to 
the other, is fignified a new [principle or 
beginning] of the churchas to love and 
faith. That the darkening of the fun and 
moon, and the falling of the ftars to the 
earth, are not here meant, is very manifeft 
from the prophetical writings, which con- 
tain a declaration of fimilar events con- 
cerning the ftate of the church, which 
were to take place when the Lord fhould 


come into the world, as in Ifaiah, ‘* Be- 
“ hold; 
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* hold, the day of Jehovah cometh; ove 
‘¢ with wrath and fierce anger ; the {tah 
* of the heavens, and the conftellations 
“* thereof, fhall not fhine with their light ; 
*“* the fun fhall be darkened in his rifing, 
‘and the moon fhall not caufe her light 


“to fhine; I will vifit imiguity on the 


“earth,” xii. 9, 10, 11; and in Joel, 
“<The day of Jehovah cometh, a day of 
** darknefs and of gloominefs ; the fun 
* and the moon fhall be dark, and the 
** ftars fhall withdraw their fhining,” ii. 1, 
2,10, 94, chap. 115.5 and in’ Ezekiel, 


“© J will cover the heavens and darken the 


“ ftars; I will cover the fun with a cloud, 
‘¢ and the moon fhall not caufe her light 


‘to fhine: all the luminaries of light 
“will I darken, and I will fet darknefs 
“‘ upon the earth,” xxxil. 7, 8; by the day 
of Jehovah is meant the coming of the 
Lord, which event took place when there 
was no longer any goodne{s and truth re- 
maining in ‘the church, nor any know- 


ledge of the Lord. 


15. In order to fhew more clearly that 
the prophetical parts of the word of the 
Old Teftament are, in many places, un- 
intelligible without a fpiritual fenfe, I 
fhall here adduce a few paflages, as this in 
Ifaiah. 
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the m: Then fhall Jehovah raife up a 
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rourge againft Afhur, according to the 
{miting of Midian at the rock of Oreb, 
and his rod fhall be on the fea, which 
he fhall lift upin the way of Egypt. 
And it fhall come to pafs in that day, 
his burden fhall be taken away from 
off thy fhoilder, and his yoke from off 
thy neck ; he fhall come againft Aiath, 
he fhall pafs to Migron, againft Mic- 
math fhall he direét his arms, they fhall 
pafs Mebara, Gibeah fhal] be a lodging 
to us, Ramah fhall tremble, Gibeah of 
Saul fhall flee: Howl with thy voice, 
O daughter of Gallim, hearken O La- 
ifh, O miferable Anathoth ; Madmenah 

all be a vagabond; the inhabitants of 
Gebim fhall gather themfelves togeth- 
er. As yet there is not a day to ftand 
in Nob ; the mount of the daughter of 
Zion, the hill of Jerufalem, fhall fhake 
her hand. Jehovah fhall cut off the 
interwoven branches of the foreft with 
iron, and Lebanon fhall fall by a migh- 
ty one,” x. 24 to 34; in this paflage 


there occur only mere names, from which 
no meaning can be drawn but by the help 
of the fpiritual fenfe, in which fenfe all 
names throughout the word fignify things 
appertaining to heaven and the church : 


By 
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By virtue of this fenfe is difcovered the 
fignification of the contents of the above 
_ -paffage, as denoting that the whole church 
--was brought into devatiation, by means 
of fcientifics perverting all truth, and con- 
dnb all falfity. Again, in the fame 
prophet, ‘* In that day the rivalfhip of 
** Ephraim fhall depart, and the enemies 
“© of Judah fhall be cut off ; Ephraim 
‘© fhall not rival. Judah, and Judah fhall 
46 not ftraighten Ephraim, but they fhall 
“* fly upon the fhoulders of the Philittine 
“ towards the fea, they fhall {poi togeth- 
‘Cer the fons of the eaft : Edom and Mo- 
“ab fhall be the Bering forth of their 
“hand: Jehovah fhall pronounce the 
** curfe againtt the tongue of the Egyp- 
tian fea, and he hall fhake his hand 


66 over the pice with the vehemence of 


‘‘ his {pirit, and he fhall {mite it into fev- 
66 on ftreams, to make aw ay with thoes 
Ks ie en {hall there be a path for the re- 
“6 mains of his peopie which fhall be left 
Bs of ‘Adhur,” x1./19.t0 16.:, In. this paf- 
fage allo, it is impoflibie to fee any thing 
divine, uniels it be known what is figni- 
fied by each particular name,notwithf{land- 
ing that: the fubjeét here treated of is con- 
cerning the coming of the Lord, and what 
fhall come to pals a at that time, as plainly 
aDdDCars 
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appears from verfe 1 to10: Without the 
help therefore of the fpiritual fenfe, how 
is it poffible for any one to difcern the 
genuine fignification of thefe words in 
their order, as denoting, that they who 
through ignorance are principled in fal- 
fes, and do not fuffer themfelves to be fe- 
duced by evils, will come to the Lord, 
and that the church will then underftand 
the word, and that falfes will not then any 
longer be hurtful to the members of the 
church. The cafe is the fame in thofe 
pafflages where mo names occur, as in 
Ezekiel, ‘“¢ Thus faith the Lord Jehovah, 
¢* Son of man, fay unto the bird of every 
*¢ wing, and to every beaft of the field, 
¢ affemble yourfelves and come, gather 
‘* yourlelves from every fide to my faicri 
¢ fice which I do facrifice for you, a great 
‘ facrifice upon the mountains of Irael ; 
‘that ye may eat flefh, and drink blood ; 
‘* ve fhall eat the flefh of the mighty, and 
‘¢ drink the blood of the princes of the 
‘earth; ye fhall eat fat till ye be full, and 
‘¢ drink blood till ye be drunken, of my 
* facrifice which I do facnfice for you. 
‘¢ Ye fhall be filled at my table with the 
‘¢horfe and the chariot, and with the 
“mighty one, and with every man of 
‘war; thus willl give my glory amongtit 
‘the 
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“ the gentiles,” xxxix. 17, to 21 ; in this 
paflage again, if it be not known by the 
{fpiritual fenfe what is fignified by facri- 
fice, what by flefh and blood, what by 
horfe, and chariot, and mighty one, and 
man of war, it muft needs appear as if 
thofe things were to be eaten and drunk- 
en; but the fpiritual fenfe teacheth that 
by eating flefh and drinking blood of the 
facrifice which the Lord Jehovah fhall 
give on the mountains of If{rael, is figni- 
fied to appropriate divine good and di- 
vine truth from the word; for this paf- 
fage treats of the calling together of all to 
the Lord’s kingdom, and in particular of 
the eftablifhment of the church amongtft 
the gentiles by the Lord: who cannot 
fée that by flefh is not here meant flefh, 
nor by blood blood, as where it is faid, 
that they fhould drink blood till they were 
drunken, and that they fhould be filled 
with horfes, chariots, the mighty, and all 
men of war? The cafe is fimilarin a thou- 
fand other paflages in the prophets.. 


16. Without the fpiritual fenfe it is im- 
poffible for any one to know, why Jeremi- 
ah the prophet was commanded * to buy 
** himfelf a girdle, and put it on his loins, 
** and not to draw it through the waters, 
but 
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«+ but to go'to Euphrates « and hide it there 
‘Cin a hole of the rock,” Jer. RIS OTE; 
or why Ifaiah the prophet was command- 
ed * to loofe the fackcloth from off his 
‘¢ loins, and to put off his fhoe from off 
*¢ his foot, and to go naked and bare-foot 
“¢ three years.” Tfatah xx. 2) 3.;°0r why 
Ezekiel the prophet was commanded 
**to make a razor pafs upon his head and 
*¢ upon his beard, and afterwardsto divide 
‘them, and to burn a third part in the 
‘¢ midft of the city, and to {mite a‘ third 
** part with the fword, and to feattera 
‘third part in the wind, and to bind a 
‘* little of them in wings, and at laftto caft 
‘¢ them into the midit of the fire,” Ezek. 
v. 1 to.4; or why the fame prophet was 
commanded “to lie upon his right fide 
‘‘ and his left 990, and 40 days, Pand to 
6 make himfelf a cake of wheat, and bar- 
‘Tey, and millet, and gence with cow’s 
“+ dung, and eat it; and inthe meantime 
“ to raife a rampart and a mound againft 
*¢ Jerufalem and befiege it,” Ezek. iv. 4 
to 15; or why Hofea the prophet was 
twice commanded “ to take to himfelf a 
** whore to wife,” Hofeai. 2 to 9. chap. 
ii. 2,3; with feveral other things of a 
like nature. Moreover, who can know, 
without the fpiritual fenfe, what is figni- 


fied 
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fied by all things appertaining to the tab- 
ernacie, as by the ark, the mercy-feat, the 
cherubim, the candleftick, the altar of in- 
cenfe, the fhew-bread [bread of faces ] 
on the table, and by the vails and the cur- 
tains. Or who would know, without the 
fpiritual fenfe, what is fignified by Aaron’s 
garments of holinels, as by his coat, his 
cloak, the ephod, the urim and thummim, 
the mitre, and feveral things befides ? Or, 
without the fpiritual fenfe, who would 
know what is fignified by all thofe partic- 
ulars which were enjoined concerning 
burnt-offerings, facrifices, meat-offerings, 

and drink-offerings ; and alfo concerning 
fabbaths and feafts ? The truth is, that 
nothing was enjoined, be it ever fo mi- 
nute, but what was fignificative of fome- 
what appertaining to the Lord, to heaven, 
and to the church. From thefe few cafes 
then it may be plainly feen, that there is 
a {piritual fenfe in all and every part of 
the word. 


17. That the Lord, during his abode 
in the world, fpake by correfpondencies, 
and thus {pake {piritually at the fame time 
that he fpake naturally, may appear from 
his parables, in which every fingle ex- 
preffion containeth in it a fpiritual fenfe : 
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As for example, in the parable of the ten 
virgins, he faith, ** The kingdom of-heav- 
‘Senis like unto ten virgins, who took 
‘‘ their lamps, and went forth to meet the 
‘bridegroom : five of them were wife, 
‘but five were foolifh: They that were 
“¢ foolifh took their lamps and took no 
«6 oil in them, but the wife took oil in 
“their lamps. Whilft the bridegroom 
“ tarried, they all flumbered -and flept =: 
‘But at midnight there was a cry made, 
‘¢ Behold the bridegroom cometh, go ye 
“ forth to meet him: Then all-thole vir- 
“ oins arofe and trimmed their lamps ; 
‘¢ but the foolifh faid unto the wife, give 
‘¢ us of your oil, for our lamps have gone 
‘ out; but the wife anfwered,-and faid, 
‘© Not fo, left there be not enough fof us 
‘and you ; go rather to them that fell, 
‘and buy for yourfelves. But while 
they went to buy, the bridegroom came; 
and they that were ready entered m with 
him to the marriage, and the door was 
“ fhut. Afterward came alfo the other 
virgins, faying, Lord, Lord, open to 
‘ws; but he anfwering, faid, Verily I 
‘Yay unto you, I know you not,” Matt. 
xxv. 1 to’ 19. That there is a fpiritual 
fenfe in every particular of this parable, 
and that thence it deriveth it’s holinefs 
and 
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and divinity, cannot poffibly be feen, un- 
lefs it be known. that there is fuch a {pir- 
itual fenfe, and what is it’s nature and 
quality : In the fpiritual fenfe, by the 
kingdom of God, is meant, heaven and 
the church, by the bridegroom the Lord, 
by the marriage, the marriage of the Lord 
with heaven and the church by the good 
of love and faith; by virgins are figni- 
fied, thofe who are of the church, by ten 
all, by five fome; by lamps the truths of 
faith, by oil the good of love, by fleeping 
and awaking the life of man in the world 
which is natural life, and his life after 
death which is fpiritual ; by buying is 
fignified to: procure for themfelves ; by 
going to'them that fell and buying oil, 
is fignified to procure for themfelves the 
good of love from others after death ; 
and whereas this is impoffible, therefore 
notwithftanding their coming with, their 
lamps, and the oil which they had bough, 
to the door where the marriage was, {till 
the bridegroom faid unto them, I know 
you not ; the reafon is, becaufe man after 
his life in the world remaineth fuch as he 
had lived inthe world. Hence it is €vi- 
dent that the Lord fpake by mere corref- 
pondencies, and this in confequence of 
{peaking from the divine principle which 
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was in him and was his. That the bride- 
groom fignifies the Lord, and that the 
kingdom of God fignifies heaven and the 
church, and that marriage fignifies the 
Lord’s marriage with the church by the 
good of love and of faith ; that virgins 
fignify thofe who are of the church, ten 
all, five fome ; to fleep, a natural flate ; 
to buy, to procure for themfelves ; a 
door, entrance into heaven ; and not to 
know, when {poken by the Lord, not to 
be principled in the love of him; may 
appear from many paflages in the prophet- 
ical word, where the fame expreffions have 
a fimilar fignification. Inafmuch as vir- 
gins fignify thofe who are of the church, 
therefore in the prophetical word mention 
is made fo frequently of the virgin and 
daughter of Zion, of Jerufalem, and of 
If{rael :. and inafmuch,as oil fignifies the 
good. of love, therefore all the holy things 
of the Ifraelitifh church were anointed 
with oil. The cafe is fimilar in refpe& to 
the other parables, and all the words 
which the Lord fpake, and which are 
written in the evangelifts ; itis from this 
ground that the Lord faith, “ that his 
words are f{pirit and are life,” John vi. 6. 
The cafe is the fame too with all the 
Lord’s miracles, which were divine, as 


fignifying 































































raze NEW JERUSALEM. 4t 


fignifying various ftates with thofe, a- 
mongft whom the church was to be re-el- 
tablifhed by the Lord; as when the blind 
received fight, it fignified that they fhould 
receive underftanding who were in ignor- 
ance of the truth ; when the deaf receiv- 
ed hearing, it fignified, that. they fhould 
hearken and obey, who heard nothing be- 
fore concerning the Lord, and concern- 
ing the word; when the dead were raifed, 
it fignified, that they fhould become alive, 
who otherwife would have Spiritually per- 
ifhed ; and fo in other cafes : This 1s 
meant by the Lord’s reply fo the difciples 
of John, who fent to afk whether it was 
he who fhould come, ‘* Go and tell John 
‘é thofe things which ye’ have feen and 
‘¢ heard, the blind fee, and the lame walk, 
“ the lepers are cleanfed, and the deaf 
‘hear, the dead are raifed, and the poor 
‘hear the gofpel,” Matt. xi. 3, 4, 5- 
Moreover, all the miracles related in the 
word contain in them fuch things as ap- 
pertain to the Lord, to heaven, and the 
church, on which account they are di- 
vine miracles, and are diltinguifhed from 
miracles not divine. ‘Thefe few obferva- 
tions may ferve to illuftrate the nature 
and meaning of the fpiritual fenfe of the 

D‘2 word, 


y 


Ta PY ESE oe 


a al 


\ te Pn AUN Boe 
pene Ep 





Time = Re = — 
srg ry nee eer Ee PR UR REIT I i SK 


Fie) 


SERIO ener ere 


i 


y 


BESS vate ne ee 
\- 


oe eet ieee NMR ssa: acs Soe oe ceo a macacee Re seb tck. ans tea gee 





42 Tut DOCTRINE or 


word, and to fhew that it is in all and ey- 
ery part thereof. 


18. III. Dhat tt 1s by virtue of the [pir- 
itual fenfe, that the word is of divine infpi- 
ration, and holy in every jingle expreffon. 
Itis afferted in the church that the word. 
is holy, but the reafon of this is, becaufe 


Jehovah God fpake it; neverthelefs, as. 


it’s holinefs doth not appear in the letter, 
therefore they, who have begun once to 
entertain doubts refpe€ting it’s holinefs on. 
this account, are afterwards confirmed in 
fuch doubts by many things which occur 
in reading it; for they think at fuch times, 
how can this be holy ? how can this be 
divine ? in order therefore to prevent the. 
further influx and prevalence of fuch 
doubts, which might deftroy the Lord’s 
conjunction with the church that. is in 
poffeffion of the word, it hath pleafed the 
the Lord at this time to reveal the fpiritu- 
al fenfe, that fo it may be known in what 
part of the word that holy principle refi- 
deth. But let us illuftrate this alfo by ex- 
amples: In the word mention is made 
fometimes of Egypt, fometimes of Afhur, 
fometimes of Edom, of Moab, of the fons 
of Ammon, of Tyre and Sidon, and of 
Gog; now if 1 be not Known that -by 
thofe 
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thofe names are fignified the things of 
heaven and of the church, a reader may 
eafily be led erroneoufly to fuppofe, that 
the word treateth much of nations and of. 


people, and but little. of heaven and ‘the: 


church, confequently much of earthly 


things, and little of heavenly things; but: 


when he is acquainted what. is. frgnified. 
by thofe nations and people, and by. their: 
names, it 1s. poffible he may then come out: 


ef error into. truth: fo in like manner,. 


when a reader obferveth that fo frequent 
mention is made in the word. of gardens, 
groves,. forelts, and alfo- of the trees: 
thereof, as the olive, the vine, the cedar,, 
the poplar, and the oak ; and. alfo of. 
lambs, fheep, goats, -calves, and. oxen ;. 
and further, of mountains, hills, valleys,. 
fountains, rivers, and feveral other things, 
of a like nature; if he be acquainted 
with the {piritual fenfe of the word, he: 
muft needs believe that fuch things have: 
merely a literal fignification: for he doth 
not know that by a garden, a grove and: 
a foreft, are: meant wifdom, intelligence, 
and {cience ; that by an olive-tree, a vine, 
a cedar, a poplar, and an oak, are meant 
the goodnefs and truth of the church, un- 
der their different chara€ters of celeftial, 
fpiritual, rational, natural, and fenfual ; 
that 
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that by a lamb,a fheep, a goat, a calf, and 
an OX, are meant'innocence, charity, and 
natural affe€tion ; that by: mountains, 
hills, and valleys, are meant things apper- 
taining to the church, in their feveral de- 
grees of fuperior, inferior, and lowell; 
alfo that by Egypt ts fignified fcience, by 
Afhur reafon, by Edom whatis natural, 
by Moab the adulteration of good, by the 
{ons of Ammon the adulteration of truth, 
by. Tyre and. Sidon the knowledges of 
truth and good, by Gog external worfhip 
without internal ; but when he knoweth 
thefe things, he may then think, that the 
word treateth only of things celeftial, and 
that thofe terreftrial things are merely the 
fubje@s that contain them. But it may 
be expedient to illuftrate this alfo by an 
example taken from the word ; it 1s writ- 
ten in David, ‘* The voice of Jehovah is 
“upon the waters; the God of glory 
‘‘ caufeth it to thunder; Jehovah is upon 
‘creat waters: The voice of Jehovah 
‘“‘breaketh the cedars, Jehovah bruif- 
‘seth the cedars of Libanus, and ma- 
“keth them to fkip like a calf, Liba- 
¢- nus and Scirionlike a young unicorn ; 
“¢ the voice of Jehovah falleth as a flame 
‘6 of fre: The voice of Jehovah caufeth 
‘6 the wildernefs to tremble, he caufeth to 
“* tremble 
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| tremble the wildernefs of Cadefh. The 
|“ voice of Jehovah caufeth the hinds to 
| bring forth, and maketh bare the for- 
* eft; but in his temple every one decla- 


} pafflage, if the reader is not aware that al 
_the particulars thereof are holy and divine 


fire, the affe€tion of the falfe; by a wi'- 


** reth glory,” Pflalm xxix. 3 to g; in this 
1 
i 


as to each fingle expreffion, he may fay 
within, himfelf, if he be a mere natural 


man, what can this mean, that Jehovah 


fitteth upon the waters, that by his voice 
he breaketh the cedars, that he caufeth 


| them to fkiplike a calf, and Libanus like 


a young unicorn, and that he caufeth the 
hinds to bring forth, not te mention other 
particulars; for he knoweth not that the 
power of divine truth, or of the word, is 
defcribed'by thefe things in a fpiritual 
fenfe ; for in that fenfe, by the voice of 
Jehovah which there is thunder, is meant 
the divine truth or word in it’s power ; 
by the great waters on which Jehovah fit- 
teth are meant the truths thereof ; by ce- 
dars and by Libanus, which he breaketh 
and bruifeth, are meant the falfes of the 
rational-man; by a calf and a young 
unicorn, are meant the falfes of the 
natural and fenfual man; by a flame of 
aT 
dernefs and the wildernefs of Cadeth, the 
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church where there is no truth and good- 
nefs; by hinds, which the voice of Jeho- 
vah caufeth to bring forth, are meant the 
nations which are principled in natural 
good ; and by the forefts which he mak- 

eth bare, Funcovereth, } are meant the fcr 

ences and knowledges which the word. 
openeth to them ; wherefore it follows, 

in his temple every one declareth glory,. 
by which is ‘meant, that in all the particu- 

lars of the word there are contained di-. 
vine truths, for temple fignifies the Lord,. 
and confequently the word, and alfo heav- 

en and the church, and glory figniffes di- 

vine truth. Hence it appears, that there: 
is not a fingle expreffion in this paflage,. 
but what defcribes the divine power of 
the word againft falfes of every kind 
amongft natural men, and the divine: 
power of reforming the nations. 


19. Therg is in the word a fenfe {till 
more interior, which is.called CELESTIAL, 
concerning which, fomewhat was. faid: 
above, n. 6; but this fenfe cannot eafily 
be unfolded, not being fo-much the ob- 
reét of intelleGual thought, as of will-af-_ 
feétion. The true ground and reafon why | 
there is in the word a fenfe {till more in- | 
terior, which is caljed celeftial, is, becaufe 
from 
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) from the Lord proceeds divine good and 


tts i it on. 


divine truth, divine good from.his divine 
love, and, divine truth from his divine 
wiidom ; each is.in the word, for the 


words the divine proceeding: It is On 


this account that the word vivifies thofe 
who read it under holy influence: But 
more will be faid:on this fubje& in it’s 
proper .piace, when we come to fhew, 
that.a marriage of the Lord and of the 
church, and confequently amarriage of 
goodnefs and truth, is contained in every 
particular of the word. 


20. IV. That the [prritual fenfe a ee 
word hath been heretofore unknown. ‘That 
all things in nature, both generally and 
particularly, correfpond ‘with things {pi- 
ritual,-and in like manner that all things 
in the human body have the nis corre{: 
pondence, was fhewn in the treatife con- 
cernifg Heaven and Hei, n. 87 to 
105 ; but the nature and meaning of cor- 
refpondence hath: been heretofore un- 
known; neverthelefs in the moft ancient 
times mankind were moft perfelly well 
verfed in this {cience, it being to them a 
{cience of {ciences, and fo univerfal, that 

all their compofitions and books were 
written by correfpondencies : The book 
of 
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of Job, which is an ancient book, is full 
of correfpondencies. The hteroglyphics 
of the Egyptians, and alfo the fabulous hif- 
tories of antiguity, had their fole ground 
inthis fcience. All the ancient churches 
were churches reprefentative of things 
celeftial ; their ceremonial rites, and alfo 
their ftatutes, according to which their 
worfhip was inftituted, confifted of mere 
correfpondencies ; this was the cafe in 
like manner with all things appertaining 


to the church amongft the fons of Jacob; 
their burnt-offerings and facrifices, with 


whatever related thereto, were corre{pon- 
dencies ; fo was alfo the tabernacle with 
all things contained therein, and likewife 


their feafts, as the feaft of unleavened 


bread, the feaft of tabernacles, and the 
feaft of the firft-fruits, &c. The fame is 
true refpeéting the priefthood of Aaron 
and of the Levites, and alfo refpeéting the 
garments of holineis belonging to Aaron 
and his fons, and moreover refpeéting all 
their fatues and judgments, which had 
relation to their life and worfhip: And 
whereas things divine in the world mani- 
feftthemfelves by correfpondencies, there- 
fore the word was written by mere corref- 
pondencies ; it was for this reafon that 
the Lord, inafmuch as he fpake from his 
divine 
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divine [nature or principle ], fpake by cor- 
refpondencies ; for whatever is from the 
divine [nature or principle], when it is 
manifefted in nature, ismanifefted in fuch 
things as correfpond with what is divine, 
and which then conceal in their bofom the 
divine things, which are termed celeftial 
and {piritual. 


21. I have been informed, that the men 
of the. moft ancient church, which was 
before the flood, were of a mature and 
temper fo heavenly, that they converfed 
with angels,and could difcourfe with them 
by correfpondencies ; hence the ftate of 
their wifdom became fuch, that when they 
faw any objeét on the face of the earth, 
they not only thought of it naturally, but 
alfo fpiritually at the fame time, and thus 
in conjunétion with the angels. I have 
been further informed that Enoch, of 
whom mention is made in Genefis, chap. 
v. 21 to 24, with thofe of his fociety, col- 
le€ted correfpondencies as they received 
them from their forefathers, and handed 
down the fcience thereof to pofterity ; 
hence it came to pafs, that the {cience of 
correfpondencies was not only known, 
but alfo cultivated, in many kingdoms of 
Afia, particularly in the land of Canaan, 
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Egypt, Affyria, Chaldea, Syria, Arabia, 
in Tyre, Sidon, and Nineveh ; and that 
hence from the places bordering on the 
fea it was tranflated into Greece, but was 
there changed into fabulous relations, as 
may appear from the writings of the ear- 
lieft people in that country. 


22. But when the reprefentatives of 
the church, which were correfponden- 
cies, in procefs of time were perverted to 
idolatrous and alfo magical purpofes, then 
that {cience, by the divine providence of 
the Lord, was fucceflively obliterated, 
and with the Ifraelitifh and Jewifh nation 
was altogether deftroyed and extinguifh- 
ed. The worfhip indeed which was in- 
ftituted in this nation confifted of mere 
correfpondencies, and hence it was repre- 
fentative of things celeftial, but ftill they 
knew not what was fignified thereby, for 
they were altogether naturak men, and 
therefore had neither inclination nog ca- 
pacity to know any thing concerning f{pi- , 
ritual things,nor confequently concerning 
correfpondencies. 


23. The idolatries of the Gentiles in 
ancient times took their rife from the {ci- 
ence of correfpondencies, and the reafon 


was, becaufe all things that appear on the 
face 
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face of the earth correfpond, thus not on- 
ly trees, but alfo cattle and birds of every 
kind, together with fifh and allother parts 
of creation; the ancients, who were prin- 
cipled in the fcience of correfpondencies, 
made to themfelves images, which correl- 
ponded with things celeftial, and they 
were delighted with them as being fignih- 
cative of things appertaining to heaven 
and the church ;. and therefore they not 
only placed thefe images in their temples, 
but alfo in their houfes, not for the fake 
of adoration, but to recall to their remem- 
brance the heavenly things which they fig- 
nified; hence in Egypt and in other places 
they had images of calves, of oxen, and 
of ferpents, and alfo of children, of old 
men, and of virgins, becaufe calves and 
oxen fignified the affections and powers 
of the natural man, ferpents the prudence 
of the fenfual man, children innocence 
and charity, old men wifdom, and virgins 
the affections of truth, &c. Succeeding 
generations, when the fcience of correl- 
pondencies was obliterated, began to wor- 
fhip as holy the images fet up by their 
forefathers, becaufe they found them in 
and about their temples, and at length 
they regarded them as deities. The cale 


was the fame with other nations, as with 
the 
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the Philiftines in Afhdod, whofe God was 


Dagon, concerning whom, fee 1 Sam. v. 
1, to the end ; this image was in it’s up- 
per parts like a man, but beneath like a 
fith, and the reafon was, becaufe man fig- 
nifies intelligence, and fifh fcience, which 
make one. Hence alfo it was that the 
ancients worfhipped in gardens, and in 
groves, according to the fpecies of trees, 
and alfo upon mountains and hills ; for 
gardens and groves fignified wifdom and 
intelligence, and every particular tree 
fomewhat relating thereto, as the olive 
the good of love, the vine truth derived 
from that good, the cedar rational sood 
and truth, and mountain fignified the 
higheft heaven, and hill the heaven be- 
neath. ‘hat the fcience of correfpond- 
encies remained with feveral of the eaft- 
ern nations, even to the coming of the 
Lord, may appear from the wife men of 
the eaft, who came to the Lord at his 
birth, wherefore a ftar went before them, 
and they brought with them gifts, gold, 
frankincenfe, and myrrh, Matt. ii. fo 
9, 10,11 ; for the flar which went before 
them fignified knowledge from heaven, 
gold fignified celeftial good, frankincenfe 
fpiritual good, and myrrh natural good, 
which are the three component principles 
of 
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ofall worfhip. But ftill the f{cience of 
correfpondencies was totally annihilated 
with the Ifraelitifh and Jewifh nation, 
notwithftanding that all things appertain- 
ing to their worfhip, and all the judgments 
and ftatutes given them by Mofes, and all 
things contained in the word, were mere 
correfpondencies : ‘The reafon was, be- 
caufe in héart they were idolaters, and of 
fuch a‘nature anid temper, that they had 
no inclination to’ know, that any part of 
their worfhip was fignificative of things 
celeftial and fpiritual ; for they were de- 
firous that every thing of that fort fhould 
be holy of itfelf [without any refpett to 
it’s correfpondence ], and fhould be con- 
fined to them [as peculiar people |; where- 
fore if things~ celeftial and fpiritual had 
been difcovered to them, they would not 
only have rejeéted, but would alfo have 
profaned them; for this reafon heaven 
was fo fhut up to them, that they fcarce 
knew the reality of a future and eternal 
exiftence. That this was the cafe appears 
evident from this confideration, that they 
did not acknowledge the Lord, although 
the facred fcripture throughout prophe- 
fied concerning him, and foretold him ; 
they rejeéted him merely on this account, 
becaufe he taught them leffons relating to 
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an heavenly, not to an earthly kingdom ; 
for they defired a Meffiah who would ex- 
alt them above all the nations-in. the 
world, and not a Meffiah who would pro- 
vide for their eternal falvation.. Moreo- 
ver they afirm that the word containeth 
in it many Arcana, which are called 
myfticat, but they have no inclination to 
Jearn that thofe Arcana relate tothe Lord ; 
neverthelefs they are willing to learn, 
when they are told that they relate to 
gold. 


24. The reafon why the fcience of 
correfpondencies, whereby the fpiritual 
fenfe of the word is opened, was not dif- 
covered in fucceeding times, was becaufe 
chriftians in the primitive church were 
perfons of great fimplicity, fo that it 
could not be difcovered to them, for had 
it been difcovered, it would have been 
ufelefs and unintelligible. After their 
times darknefs over{pread the whole 
Chriftian world, by reafon of Papal pow- 
er and dominion, and they who are fub- 
ject thereto, and have confirmed them- 
felves in it’s falfe do€trines, have neither 
capacity nor inclination to apprehend any 
thing of a fpiritual nature, confequently 
what is meant by the correfpondence of 
things 
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things natural with things f{piritual in the 
word, for hereby they would be convin- 
ced that by, Peter is not meant Peter, but 
the Lord as Peter, [or as a rock fignified 
by Peter ;] and they would be convinced 
alfo, that the word-even to it’s inmott 
contents is divine, and that Papal decrees 
are refpedtively of noaccount. Butafter 
the reformation, inafmuch as men begar 
to diftinguifh between faith and charity, 
and to worfhip God under three perfons, 
confeguently to worfhip three Gods, 
whom they conceived to be one, there- 
fore at that time heavenly truths were 
concealed from them, for had they been 
difcovered, they would have been falfi- 
fied, and would have been abufed to the 
confirmation of faith alone, without pay- 
ing any regard to charity and love ; thus 
alfo men would have clofed heaven 
again{t themfelves. 


25. The reafon why the fpiritual fenfe 
of the word is at this day made manifeft 
by the Lord is, becaufe the doétrine of 
genuine truth is now revealed ; and this 
do&trine, but no other, agreeth with the 
fpiritual fenfe of the word. This fenfe 
is likewife fignified by the Lord’s appear- 
ing in the clouds with glory and power, 
[or 
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for virtue, ] Matt. xxiv. 30,91 : which 
chapter treateth of the confummation of 
the age, by whichis meant the laft time 
of the church. The opening of the word 
as to it’s {piritual fenfe was alfo promifed 
in the Revelation, and that fenfe is there 
meant by the white horfe, and by the great 
fupper to which all are invited, chap. 
xix. 11 to 18. That the fpiritual fenfe 
for along time will not be acknowledged, 
by reafon of thofe who are principled in 
falfes of dottrine, particularly concern- 
ing the Lord, and therefore do not admit 
truths, is meant in the Revelations by the 
beaft, and by the kings of the earth, who 
were about, to make war with him‘ that 
fat oh the white horfe, chap. xix.19-; by 
the beaft are meant the Roman Catholics, . 
as chap. xvii. 3 ; and by the kings of the 
earth are meant the reformed, who are 


principled in falfes of do&rine. 


26. V. That from henceforth the fhir- 
itwal fenfe of the word will be opened to 
none but thofe, who are principled in genu- 
ane truths from the Lord. The reafon 
whereof is, becaufe no one can fee the 
{piritual fenfe,.except by influence from: 
the Lord alone, and‘except he be prinei- 
pled in genuine truths from-him ; for‘the 
fpiritual 
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fpiritual fenfe of the word treateth of the 

Lord alone, and of his kingdom, and it 

is this fenfe in which his angels in heay- 

en are principled, inafmuch as his divine 

truth is contained therein, which divine 

truth man may violate, if he be principled 

in the fcience of corre{pondencies, and is 

thereby defirous to explore the fpiritual 

fenfe of the word under the influence of 

his own underftanding ; for by means of 

fome correfpondencies with which he is 

acquainted, it is poffible he may pervert 
the fpiritual fenfe, and even mifapply it 
to the confirmation of what is falfe, in 
which cafe he violateth divine truth and 
alfo heaven ; wherefore if any one is de- 
firous to open that fenfe of himfelf, and 
not by influence from the Lord, heaven 
is clofed againft him, in which cafe he ei- 
ther feeth nothing, or is a prey to {pirit- 
ual infanity. A further reafon is, becaufe 
the Lord teacheth every one by means of 
the word, and according to thofe truths 
‘which are with man, not immediately in- 
fufing newtruths ; wherefore unlefs man 
be principled in divine truths, or if he be 
principled in only a few truths and at the 
{ame time in falfes, it is poffible he may 
falfify truths by thofe falfes, as is well 
known to be the cafe with every heretic 
in 
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in regard to the literal fenfe of the word ; 
to prevent therefore any one’s entering 
into the fpiritual fenfe of the word, and 
perverting the genuine truth which be- 
longeth to that fenfe, guards are placed 
by the Lord, which in the word are un- 
derftood by cherubs. This was fignified 
to me by the following reprefentation 

‘It was given me to fee great purfes 
«© which had the appearance of bags, in 
‘6 which was flored up filver in great 
‘abundance, and whereas they were 
*¢ open, it feemed as if any one might take 
“ out, yea fteal away, the filver therein 
 depofited : But near thofe purfes {at 
“ two angels, as guards : the place where 
‘¢ they were laid appeared like a manger 
‘ina fable: Ina neighbouring apart- 
‘ ment were feen modeft virgins with a 
‘¢ chafte wife ; and near that apartment 
& ftood two infants, and information was 
 civen, that they were to be treated in 
‘their fports, not ina childifh way, but 
*¢ according to wildom: afterwards there 
‘ appeared a flrumpet, and laftly a horfe 
‘lying dead. On feeing thefe things I 
¢ was inftru@ted, that thereby was repre- 
“ fented the literal fenfe of the word, in 
‘6 which is contained the fpiritual fenfe :- 
% Thofe large purfes full of filver figni- 


‘6 fed 
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*‘ fied the knowledges of truth in great 
*‘ abundance: Their being open, and yet 
* guarded by angels, fignified, that any 
* one might take thence ‘the knowledges 
** of truth, but that there was need of cau- 
** tion left he fhould falfify the {piritual 
® fenfe in which are mere truths: The 
*¢ manger in the ftable, in which the pur- 
*¢ fes lay, fignified {piritual inflruétion for 
¢¢ the underftanding ; this is the fignifica- 
*¢ tion of a manger, inafmuch as a horfe 
“that feedeth therein fignifieth under- 
“‘ flanding : The modeft virgins, who 
*¢ were feenin a neighbouring apartment, 
** fignified the affe€tions of truth ; anda 
** chafte wife fignified the conjunétion of 
** soodnefs and “truth ° The infants figni- 
Fed the innocence of wifdom therein : 
** they were angels from the third heaven, 
“¢ who all appear as infants: The ftrum- 
¢ pet with a dead horfe fignifted the fal- 
*¢ fification of the word by many at this 
*¢ day, whereby all underftanding of the 
** word is deftroyed ; a itrumpet “Gonifies 
* falfification, and a dead horfe fignifies 
“* the non- underftanding of truth. 
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That the literal fenfe of the word 1s the ba- 
fiss continent, and-firmament* of it’s 


Spiritual -and celefiral fenfe. 


27. IN every divine work there isa 
firft, a middie, and a Jaft, and the firft paf- 
fes through the middle to the laft, and 
thereby exifteth aud fubfifteth ; hence 
the laft isthe Basts. The firft alfo is in 
the middle, and by the middle in the laft, 
thus the laftis the Continent. And 
whereas the laft is the continent and bafis, 
itis allo the FirnMAMENT. 
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28. The learned reader will be able to 
comprehend the propriety of calling thefe 
three, end, caufe, and effeét, and alfo effe, 
fieri, and exiftere; and that end an{wers to 
effe, caufe to fieri, and effeét to exiftere ; 
conlequently that in every thing complete 
there is a trine, which it called firft, mid- 
dle, and lait ; alfo end, caufe, and effea: 
and likewife effe, fieri, and exiftere. He 
who comprehendeth this reafoning will al- 
{o comprehend, that every divine work is 

complete 
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* Jt may be expedient to inform the unlearned reader, that 
the word Continent is here ufed to fignify that which contain- 
eth any thing, being derived from the latin word contineo, 
fignifying to contain ; and the word firmament is ufed to fig- 
mify that which fupporteth or fecareth any thing, from the 
latin word firmo, Signifying to fupport or fecure, 
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complete and perfeétin the laft, and like- 
wife that in the laft is contained all, be- 
caufe prior things are together therein, 


29. From this ground it is, that by 
Turee in the {piritual fenfe of the word 
is meant what is complete and perfea, 
and likewife the all or whole of a thing 
together : And whereas this 1s the fignifi- 
cation of that number, therefore it is fo 
frequently applied in the word, when that 
fignification is intended to be expreffed, 
asin the following pafflages, where it is 
written, ** That Ifaiah fhould go naked 
“and barefoot three years,” Ifa. xx. 3. 
** That Jehovah called aay three times, 
*¢ and Samuel ran ¢hree times to Eli, and 
«Eli underftood him the third time,” 1 
‘¢ That David faid to 
* Jonathan, that he would hide himfelf in 
“the field ¢hree days ; and that Jonathan 
* afterwards fhot thr ee arrows at the 
‘¢ ftone; and that afterwards David bow- 
tied himlelbdiree dimes before Jonathan,” 
i Sam. xx. 5,12, to 42. * That Elijah 
s¢ ftretched Guielé on the widow’s fon 
“* three tomes,” 1 Kings xvil.20. That 
Elijah commanded t to pour water on the 
* burnt offering three times,” 1 Kings 
Xvill, 34. ° That Jefus faid, The king- 
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‘* dom of heaven is like unto leaven, 
‘© which a woman took and hid in three 
“¢ meafures of meal, till the whole was 
** leavened.” Matt. xiil. 33. That Jefus 
‘‘ faid to Peter, that he fhould deny him 
“* thrice,’ Matt. xxvi. 34. ‘%* That the 
cc Lord faid thrice to Peter, loveft thou 
“me,” John: xxiv 445: 16,7 09a tee eee 
<¢ Jonah was in the whale’s belly three 
“days and three nights,’ Jonah il. 1. 
** ‘That Jefus faid, Deftroy this temple, and 
© J will build it up in three days,” Matt. 
Xxvi. 31. *¢ That Jefus prayed in Geth- 
‘‘femane three times,” Matt. xxvi. 39 to 
44. “* That jelus rofe again on the third 
“ day,” Matt. xxvill. 1 ; not to mention 
many other pafiages where the number 
ice is named, being applied to denote a 
Bue and Sevier work, becaufe fucha 
ork is fignified by that raniben 


20. Thefe obfervations are premifed 
with a view to the conclufions which fol- 
low, in order that they may be intelleétu- 
ally comprehended,particularly at prefent 
with a view to this conclufion, that the 
natural fenfe of the word, which is the 
fenfe of the letter thereof, is the bafis, con- 
tinent, and firmament of it’s {piritual and 
celeftial fenfe. 


31. That 
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91. That in the word there are three 
fenfes, was fhewn above, n. 6,19; alfo 
that the celeftial fenfe is it’s firft fenfe, the 
{piritual fenfe-it’s middle fenfe, and the 
natural fenfe it’s laft fenfe: Hence the 
rational man may conclude, that the firft 
[fenfe or principle] of the word, which is 
celeftial, paffeth through it’s middle [fenfe 
or principle, ] which is fpiritual to its laft, 
which is natural ; and that thus it’s laft is 
the Basis ; alfo that it’s firft [fenfe or 
principle,] which is celeftial, is in it’s 
middle, which is {piritual, and thereby in 
it’s laft, which is natural, and’ that hence 
it’s laft, which 1s natural, and is the liter- 
al fenfe of the word, is the Continent, 
and whereas it is the continent and bafis, 
that it is alfo the FirmMAMENT. 


92. But how thefe things are, would 
require many pages to explain fully, in- 
afmuch as they are the Arcana of heaven, 
and the fubjeé& of angelic contemplation ; 
neverthelefs they will be elucidated as far 
as poffible, when we come to treat on the 
angelic wildom concerning the Divine 
PROVIDENCE, OMNIPOTENCE, Omni- 
PRESENCE, OMNISCIENCE, concerning 
the Divine Love and Divine Wis- 
pom, and alfo concerning Lire. Suf- 
fice 
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fice it at prefent to be enabled to conclude 
from what hath been faid above, that the 
word, which is a real divine work forthe 
falvation of mankind. as to it’s ultimate 
fenfe, which is natural, and is called the 
fenfe of the letter, is the bafis, continent, 
and firmament of two interior fenfes, 

33. Hence it follows, that the word, 
without the fenfe of it’s letter, would sbe 
like a palace without a foundation, con- 
fequently like a palace in the air, and not 
on the earth, which would only be a 
fhadow of a palace, and would vanifh 
away : Alfo that the word, without the 
fenfe of it’s letter, would be like a tem- 
ple, in which are feveral holy things, and 
in the midft thereof the holy of holies, 
without a roof and walls which are the 
continents thereof, in which cafe it’s holy 
things would be plundered by thieves, or 
would be violated by the beafts of the 
earth, and the birds of heaven, and would 
thus be diffipated. In like manner it 
would be asa tabernacle, in the inmoft 
place whereof is the ark of the covenant, 
and in the middle part the golden candle- 
fticky the golden altar for incenfe; and 
alfo the table for fhew-bread, which are 
it’s holy things, without it’s ultimates, 
which 
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which are curtains and veils. Yea, the 


word, without the fenfe of it’s letter, 


_ would be like the human body without 


“it’s integuments, which are called fkins, 


and without it’s fupporters, which are 
called bones, in which cafe all it’s interi- 


} ors would vanifh and be difperfed: Or 


it would be like the heart and lungs in 


_ the thorax, without their covering which 


is called the plewra, and without their 


_fupporters which are called the ribs ; or 


like the brain without it’s covering which 
is called the dura mater, and without it’s 
common covering, continent, and firma- 


' ment, which is called the fkull. So 


would it be with the word without it’s lit- 


eral fenfe, wherefore it is faid in [aiah, 


| 66- =] 
glory a covering, 


“That Jehovah will create upon all the 
ae a bhi 


34. Similar to this would be the cafe 


' with the heavens, where the angels dwell, 
without the world where men dwell, man- 


kind being the bafis, continent, and fir- 


-mament thereof, and the word being with 
men andin them. For all the heavens 


are diftinguiwhed into two kingdoms, 
which are called the celeftial kingdom 
and the fpiritual kingdom, and thefe two 
Kingdoms are founded on the natural 

F +2 kingdom 
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kingdom where men have their abode ; 
That the angelic heavens are diftinguifh- 
ed into two kingdoms, the celeftial and 
the {piritual, may be feen in the Treatife 
on Heaven and He11,n. 20to 28. © 


95. That the prophets of the Old Tef- 
tament reprefented the Lord as to the 
word, and thereby fignified the doétrine 
of the church derived from the word, and 
hence they were called Sons of.man, was 
fhewn in the DocTRINE CONCERNING 
THE Lorp, n. 28; whence it follows, 
that by the various things which they fuf- 
fered and endured, they reprefented, the 
violence offered by the Jews to the liter- 
al fenfe of the word ; as where Ifaiah 
“¢ was commanded “ to put off the fack- — 
« cloth from his loins, and his fhoe from 
*¢ his foot, and to go naked and bare-foot 
‘three years, ” Ifaiah xx. 2, g 3 in like 
manner where Ezekiel was commanded 
‘6 to take a barber’s razor, and caufe it to 
‘* pals upon his head and upon his beard, 
‘¢ and to burn a third part in the midft of 
“the city, and to {mite a third part with 
‘the fword, and-to difperfe a third part 
‘¢ to the wind, and to bind a little thereof 
‘Sin his wings, and at length to caft it in- 
“tothe midft of the fire and burn it,” 
Ezek. 
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Ezek. v.1 to 4. The ground and rea- 
fon of this fignification and reprefenta- 
tion is, becaufe by the head is fignified 
wifdom derived from the word, hence by 
hair and by beard is fignified the ultimate 
of truth : in confequence of this fignif- 
cation, it was a mark of great mourning, 
and alfo a great difgrace, for any one to 
bring upon himfelf daldnefs, and likewile 
to appear bald: This too, and no other, 
was the -reafon, why the prophet fhaved 
the hair of his head and his beard, that 
thereby he might reprefent the flate of the 
Jewifh church as to the word: This too, 
and no other, was the reafon, why the 
forty and two children, who called Elifha 
bald, were torn in pieces by two bears, 2 
Kings ii. 23, 24, 25 ; for the prophet, as 
was before obferved, reprefented the 
word, and baldnefs fignified that without 
it’s. ultimate fenfe. That the Nazarites 
reprefented the Lord as to the word in 
it’s ultimates, will be feen below, n. 49 ; 
and therefore it was an ordinance with 
them, that they fhould caufe their hair to 
grow, and fhould fhave no part of it ; a 
Nazarite alfo im the Hebrew tongue frg- 
nifies hair: It was alfo an ordinance for 
the high prieft, that he fhould not fhave 
his head, Levit. xxi, 10; and in like man- 
ner 
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ner for the father of a family, Levit. xxi. 
5- Hence it was, that baldnefs was to 
them a greatsdifgrace, as may appear 
from the following paffages, “ On all 
‘* heads fhall be baldnefs, and every beard 
*¢ fhaved,” Ifaiah xv. 2. Jer. xlviii. 97. 
*¢ On all faces fhall be fhame, and on all 
* heads baldnefs,” Ezek. vii. 18. ** Ev- 
‘“ery head was made bald, and every 
‘* fhoulder was deprived of hair,” Ezek. 
xxix, 18. ** I will caufe fackcloth to 
‘‘ come up upon all loins, and baldnefs 
‘* upon every head,” Amos viii.10. ** Put 
“* on baldnefs, and fhave thyfelf becaufe 
*“ of the fons of thy delights, and dilate 
“ thy baldnefs, becaufe they have remov- 
“ ed from-thee,” Micah i. i6:; where by 
putting on and dilating baldnefs, is figni- 
fied to falfify the truths of the word in it’s 
ultimates, which being falfified, as was 
done by the Jews, the whole word is def- 
troyed; for the ultimates of the word are 
it’s props and fupports, yea, every fingle 
expreflion is a prop and fupport of it’s 
celeftial and fpiritual. truths. Inafmuch 
as hair fignifies truth in it’s Ultimates, 
therefore in the fpiritual world, all who 
defpife the word, and falfify it’s literal 
fenfe, appear bald ; but they who honour 
and love it, appear adorned with decent 
and 
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and becoming hair. On this dines fee |] 
alfo_ below, n, 49. : 


The word in it’s ultimate or natu- 
yal fenfe, which is the fenfe of the letter, 
is fignified alfo by fre wall of the holy Je- 
rufalem, the building whereof was jafper, 
and*by the ios Hiretadeanaig of the walk whith 
were precious ftones, and alfo by the 
» gates which were pearls, Rev. xxi. 18 to 
| at ; for by Jerufalem is fignified the 

church as to doétrine ; but more may be 

feen on this fubje& in the following .arti- 
) cle. From what hath been here obferved 
| itmay appear, that the literal fenfe of 
» the word, which is natural, is the bafis, 
» continent, and firmament of it’s interior 
_ fenfes, which are fpirityal and celeftial. 


That the divine truth, in the literal fenfe o, of 
the word, 1s 1n 1t’s “fight efs, in it’s holi- 
nes, and in wt s power. 


37. THE true ground and reafon why 
the word in it’s literal fenfe, is.in it’s ful- 
nefs, in it’s holinefs, and in it’s power,*is, 
becaufe the two prior or interior fenfes, 
which are called f{piritual and celeftial, 
are together in the natural fenfe, which i is 
the fenfe of the letter, as was. faid above, 

nN. 29; 
iS 
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n. 29; but how this is, fhall be now 
briefly explained. 


38. Both in heaven and in the world 
there exilt two kinds or eftablifhments of 
order, fucceffive order, and fimultane- 
ous order ;* in fucceflive order one thing 
fucceeds aud follows:another, from what ~ 
is higheft to what is lowefl; but in fimul- 
taneous order one thing Is next to anoth- 
er from what is innermoft to what is out- 
ermoft. Succeffive order is like a col- 
umn with degrees from higheft to lowe; 
but fimultaneous order is like a work 

whofe 

















* We are well aware that the author’s reafoning in this 
place, concerning fucceffive and fimultaneous order, will ap- 
pear to many readers ob{cure and abflrafted. He is endeav- 
ouring to explain how the celeftial and fpiritual fenfes of the 
word exift together, and at once, in the natural fenfe. With 
this view he diftinguifhes between what he calls fucceflive 
and fimultaneous order. By /uccefive order he means the 
arrangement of things, one after another, in regular fuccef- 
fion, as of the different degrees of a columa from top to bot- 
tom, or of the different fates of the atmofphere, in refpe& to 
denfity, from the furface of the earth upwards. But by fmul- 
taneous order he means the arrangement of things one within 
another, as of the contents between a centre and it’s circume 
ferences ; or as of the three atmofpheres, as exifling one 
within the other; or as of the foul, the animal fpirit, and 
the body ; or as of the end, the caufe, and the effeét. Thus 
he fheweth, that as the end and the caufe exift together, and 
at once, in the effeét ; and as the foul and animal fpirit exift 
together, and at once in the body, fo according to the fame 
law, of fimultaneous order, the celeftial and fpiritual fenfes-of 
the word exift together and at once in the natural fenfe, 
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whofe centre and circumference have a 
regular-coherence even to the extremetft 
fuperficies. We fhallnow fhew how fuc- 
ceflive order becometh, in it’s ultimate, 
fimultaneous order, which is thus ; the 
higheift parts of fucceflive order become 
the inmoft parts of fimultaneous order, 
and the loweit parts of fucceffive order be- 
come‘the uttermoft parts of fimultaneous 
order ; comparatively as a column of de- 
grees, when it fubfideth, becometh a co- 
herent body ina plane. Thus what is 
fimultaneous ts formed from what is fuc- 
ceffive, and this in all and every thing of 
the natural world, and in all and every 
thing of the f{piritual world, for there is 
every where a firft,a midd!e, anda laft,and 
the firft, by means of the middle, tendeth 
and proceedeth to it’s laft. To apply now 
this reafoning to the word. The celeftial 
principie, the fpiritual, and the natural, 
proceed from the Lord in fucceffive or- 
der, and in the ultimate they are in fimul- 
taneous order; thus therefore the celef- 
tial and {piritual fenfes are together in the 
natural fenfe. If this be comprehended, 
it may be feen how the natural fenfe of 
‘the word, which is the fenfe of the letter, 
is the bafis, continent, and firmament of 
it’s {piritual and celeftial fenfes ; allo how 
the 
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the divine good and divine truth: are in 
their fulnefs, in their fanétity, and in their 
power, in the literal fenfe of the word. 


39.- From thefe confiderations it may 
appear, that the word is the very effen- 
tial word in it’s literal fenfe, for within in 
this fenfe there is fpirit and life, the {pi- 
ritual fenfe being it’s {pirit, and the celef- 
tial fenfe it’s life. This is what the Lord 
faith, ** The words which I {peak unto you 
‘¢ are {pirit and life,” John vi. 63. The 
Lord fpake his words before men, and in 
a natural fenfe. The fpiritual fenfe and 
the celeftial fenfe are not the word with- 
out the natural fenfe, which is the fenfe 
of the letter, forin this cafe they are as 
fpirit and life without a body,; .or, as was 


-obferved above, n. 39, like a palace with- 


out a foundation. 


40. The truths of the literal fenfe of 
the word, in part, are not naked truths, 
but appearances of truth, and as fimili- 
tudes and comparifons, taken from fuch 
things as are in nature, confequently 
which are accommodated and adapted to 
the apprehenfion of the fimple, and like- 
wife of infants : Butinafmuch asthey are 
correfpondencies, they are the recipients 
and abodes of genuine truth, and are as it 
were 
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were veflels which inclofe and contain it, 
juft as a chryftal cup enclofeth excellent 
wine, and as a filver difh containeth 
wholefome food ; they are alfo like gar- 
ments for covering, as fwaddling cloaths 
for infants, and handfome raiment for 
beautiful virgins ; they are further like the 
{cientifics of the natural man, which com- 
prehend in them the perceptions and af- 
feGtions of truth of the fpiritual man. The 
naked truths themfelves which are thus 
included, contained, cloathed, and com- 
prehended, are in the {piritual fenfe of 
the word, and the naked goodneffes are 
in it’s celeftial fenfe : But let this be illuf- 
trated from the word ; *“ [efus faid, Wo 
s¢ unto you Scribes and Pharifees, for ye 
“* cleanfe the outfide of the cup and plat- 
4‘ ter, but the inner parts are full of ra- 
és pine and excefs: Thou blind Pharifee, 
‘cleanfe firft the inner part of the cup 
‘and platter, that the outfide may be 
‘.clean,alfo,’ Matt. xxiit..25;:26.,. The 
Lord here {peaks by ultimates, or things 
that are of the laft and loweft order in 
nature, and which contain things of an 
higher and inner order, and ufes the terms 
cup and platter, and by cup is meant 
wine, and by wine the truth of the word, 
and by platter is meant meat, and by meat 
the 
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the good of the word ; by cleanfing the in- 
fide of the cup and platter, is meant to 
purify the interiors, which relate to the 
will and the thought, confequently to love 
and faith, by the word ;*by faying, that 
thus the outfide would be clean, is meant, 
that thus the exteriors relating to work 
and word would be purified, for the lat- 
ter derive their effence from the former. 
Take another inftance ; ** Jefus faid, there 
*¢ was a certain rich man, who was cloath- 
‘“edin purple and fine linen, and fared 
** fumptuoufly every day ; and there was a 
‘ certain poor man named Lazarus, who 
“Jay at his gate full of fores,” Luke xvi. 
19,20. In this paflage alfo the Lord fpake 
by natural things, which were correfpon- 
dencies, and contained fpiritual things ; 
by the rich man is meant the Jewifh na- 
tion, which is called rich as poffeffing the 
word, wherein are fpiritual riches; by 
the purple and fine linen with which he 
was cloathed, is fignified the good and 
truth of the word, by purple it’s geod, 
and by fine linen it’s truth ; by faring 
fumptuoufly every day, is fignified the 
fatisfaction and delight they had in pof- 
{effing and reading the word ; by thepoor 
Lazarus are fignified the Gentiles, who 
had not the word ; that they-were defpif- 


ed 
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ed and rejeéted by the Jews, 1s fignified 
by Lazarus being laid at the gate of the 
rich man full of fores. The reafon why 
the Gentiles are meant by Lazarus is, be- 
caufe the Gentiles were beloved of the 
Lord, like Lazarus who was raifed from 
the dead, John xi. 3, «, 36; and who is 
called the Lord’s friend, John xi, 14 
and fat at table with the Lord, John xii. 2. 
From the two paflages above it appears, 
that the truths and goods of the literal 
fenfe of the word are as the veflels to 
contain, and as the garments to cover 
the naked truth and good, which lie hid 


° 
> J 


in the fpiritual and celeftial fenfe of the 


word. 


4i. The word being fuch inthe fenfe 
of the letter, it follows, that they who are 
principled in divine truths, and in a faith 
that the word is in. it’s bofom inwardly 
holy and divine, (and efpecially if they 
believe the word to be fuch by virtue of 
it’s {piritual and celeftial fenfe) whilft they 
read the word under illumination from 
the Lord, fee divine truths in a natural 
light ; for the light of heaven, in which 
the {piritual fenfe of the word is, flows 
into the natural light, in which the literal 
fenfe of the word is, and illumines the in- 
telle€iual 
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telle@ual principle of man, which is call- 
ed the natural principle, and caufes it to 
fee and acknowledge divine truths, where 
they ftand apparent and where they hie 
concealed : This influx attended with 
the light of heaven hath place with fome, 
even at times when it is unnoticed by 
them. 


42. Inafmuch as our word in it’s in- 
moft bofom, by virtue of it’s celeftial 
fenfe, is as a kindling flame, and in it’s 
middle bofom, by virtue of it’s fpiritual 
fenfe, is as a radiant light, it follows, that 
in it’s ultimate bofom, by virtue of it’s 
natural fenfe, in which are the two inte- 
rior fenfes, it is asa ruby and a diamond ; 
as a ruby by virtue of it’s celeftial flame, 
and as a diamond:by virtue of it’s {pirit- 
ual light. The word being fuch in it’s 
literal fenfe by virtue of it’s tranfparence, 
therefore the word in this fenfe is meant 
by the FouNDATIONS OF THE WALL 
or JERUSALEM 3; by the Urnim anp 
Tutmmim rn AARONn’s Epuon ; by the 
GappENn or Even in which the king of 
Tyre had been ; and alfo by the Cur- 
TAINS AND VAILS OF FHE FABERNA* 
cre; and by the ExTERNALS OF THE 
TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM 3 but in it’s 

own 
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own effential glory by the Lorn at uis 
TRANSFIGURATION. 


43. Dhat thetruths of the literal fenfe of 
the-word are meant by the foundations of 
the new Ferufalem im the Revelation, chap. 
xxl. follows from this confideration, that 
by the new Jerufalem is meant a new 
church as to doétrine, according to what 
was fhewn inthe DocrrRINE CONCERN- 
ING THE LoRpD,n. 62 63 ; wherefore 
by the wall thereof, and by the foun- 
dations of the wall, nothing elfe can be 
underftood but the external of the word, 
which is the fenfe of it’s letter, for it is 
this fenfe from which do€trine is derived, 
and by doétrine the church ; and this is 
like a wall with foundations, which in- 
clofeth and fecureth a city. Concerning 
the wall of the new Jerufalem, and it’s 
foundations, it is thus written in the Rev- 
elation, ** The angel meafured the wall 
** of the city Jerufalem 144 cubits, which 
** is the meafure of a man, that is, of an 
“angel: And the wall had twelve foun- 
*¢ dations garnifhed with every precious 
ftone ; the firft foundation was a iaf- 
per, the fecond a fapphire, the third a 
chalcedony, thé fourth an emerald, the 
*““ fifth a fardonix, the fixth a fardius, the 

G 2 ** feventh 
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‘¢ feventh a chryfolyte, the eighth a beryl, 
‘the ninth a topaz, the tenth a chryfo- 
‘¢ prafus, the eleventh a jacinth, the twelfth 
‘San amethyft,” xxi. 17, 18,19, 203 by 
the number 144 are fignified all the truths 
and goodneffes of the church derived 
from do€trine grounded in the literal fenfe. 
of the word ; the fame is fignified by 
twelve; by a man is fignified intelligence ; 
by an angel is fignified divine truth 
whence intelligence is derived ; by mea- 
fure is fignified their quality ; by a wall 
and it’s foundations is fignified the fenfe 
of the letter of the word, and by precious 
ftones, the truths of good things of the 
word in their order, from whence doc- 
trine is derived, and by doétrine the 
church. | 


44. That the truths and good things of 
the literal fenfe of the word are underflood 
by the urim and thummim. The urim and 
thummim-were upon Aron’s ephod, by 
whofe priefthood the Lord was reprefent- 
ed as to divine good, and as to the work 
of falvation ; by the garments of the 
priefthood, or the garments of holinefs, 
was reprefented the divine truth originat- 
ing in the divine good; by the ephod 
was reprefented the divine truth in it’s ul- 
timate, 
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timate, confequently the word in the liter- 
al fenfe, for this is the divine truth in it’s 
ultimate, as was fhewn above; hence by 
the twelve precious ftones, with the names 
of the twelve tribes of Ifrael, which were 
the urim and thummim, were reprefented 
divine truths, originating in the divine 
good, in the complex. Concerning thefe: 
it is thus written, ** They fhall male the 
‘¢ ephod of gold, of blue, of purple, of 
‘¢ {carlet, and-fine twined linen; and they 
‘¢ fhall make the breaftplate of judgment 
‘¢ according to the work of the ephod, 
‘¢and thou fhalt fill it with Gllings of 
s¢ ftone, four orders of ftone ; a ruby, a 

‘6 topaz, and a carbuncle, the ‘firft order ; 
‘¢ an emerald, a fapphire, and a diamond, 
‘¢ the fecond order; a ligure, an agate, and 
“San amethyft, the third order; a beryl], an 
“ onyx, and ajafper, the fourth order. 
*¢ Thefe ftones fhall be according to the 
‘© names of the children of Ifrael ; the en- 
“ cravings of a fignet fhall be for the 
twelve tribes according to the name of 
‘© each : And Aaron fhall carry upon the 
breaftplate of judgment the urim and 
‘* thummim, and they fhall be upon Aa- 
‘© ron’s heart when he entereth in before 
** Jehovah,” Exod. xxvill. 6,15 to 21,30. 
What is reprefented by Aaron’s garments, 
his 
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his ephod, his robe, his coat, his mitre, 
and his girdle, may be feen explained in 
the Heaventy MysrTeriezs, where this 
chapter is treated of ; it is there fhewn, 
that by the ephod is reprefented divine 
truth in it’s ultimate; that’ by precious 
{tones are reprefented truths rendered 
tran{parent by good’; by twelve precious 
ftones, all ultimate truths rendered tranf- 
parent by the good of love in their or- 
der ; by the twelve tribes of Ifrael, all 
things appertaining to the church; by the 
breaftplate, divine truth originating in 
the divine good ; by the urim and thum- 
mim, the refplendence of divine truth in 
the ultimate originating in the divine 
good, for urim is fire bright and tucid, 
and thummim ts refplendence in the an- 
gelic tongue, and integrity in the Hebrew 
tongue ; itis further fhewn in the fame 
book of Heaventy Mysreriezs, that 
anfwers were given by the variegations 
of light, and at the fame time by tacit 
perception, or by exprefs declaration in 
words. ‘Hence it may appear, that by 
thefe precious ftones were alfo fignified 
troths derived from good in the ultimate 
fenfe of the word ; for by no other truths 
are anf{wers given from heaven, inafmuch 
as the divine proceeding is in it’s fulnefs 
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in that fenfe. That precious flones and 
diadems fignify divine truths in their ul- 
timates, fuch.as are in the literal fenfe of 
the word, was made manifeft to me from 
the precious ftones and diadems, which I 
faw inthe fpiritual world amongtt the an- 
gels and fpirits therein ; they ferved in 
{ome cafes for ornaments of drefs, and in 
others they were depofited in cabinets, 
and it was given me to know, that they 
correfponded with truths in the ultimates, 
nay, that they had even thence their orl- 
gin and brilliant appearance. It was by 
reafon of fuch their fignification, that di- 
adems were feen by John on the head of 
the dragon, Rev. xii. 3; and on the horns 
of the beaft, Rev. xili. 1 ; and that pre- 
cious ftones were feen on the whore who 
fat on the fcarlet beaft, Rev. xvil. 4; 
fuch ornaments were feen by John, be- 
caufe by the dragon, the beaft and the 
whore, are fignified thofe in the Chriftian 
world, who are in poffeffion of the word. 


45. That the truths of the literal fenfe of 
the word are underftood by the precious 

ones in the garden of Eden, in wh ich the 
‘hing of Tyre ts faid to have been. It is 
written in Ezekiel concerning the king of 
Tyre, “ Thou fealeft up thy tum, full of 
‘* wifdom, 


f 


7, 


sere 3 
2 a a aR - 


me 


2 pie PS Re EIR Re RR I ase 


SPROUT AR ll DIE 































7 
Seer 


om 


oe, 


BaP a NO AR AN RRR a a ta oe Se 


(gS PEN RRR IS NET Rie orE 7 ere Ee 


mp Nomadio: 


| en itt 





82 





Tut DOCTRINE or 


‘¢ wifdom, and perfe&t in beauty ; thou 
* hafl been in Eden the garden of God ; 
‘‘ every precious flone was thy covering, 
“the ruby, the topaz, and the diamond, 
** the beryl], the onyx, and the jafper, the 
‘ fapphire, the chryfoprafe, and the eme- 
*‘rald, and gold,” xxviii, 19) i. >, by 
Tyre in the word are fignified the knowl- 
edges of truth and good ; by king is fig- 
nified the truth of the church ; by the 
garden of Eden is fignified wifdom and 
intelligence derived from the word ; by 
precious ftones are fignified truths tranf- 
parent by virtue of good, fuch as are the 
truths in the literal fenfe of the word, and 
it is by reafon of this fignification of pre- 
cious ftones, that they are called his ¢ov- 
ering ; that the fenfe of the letter cover- 
eth the interior things of the word, may 
be feen in the preceeding article, 


46. That the literal fenfe of the word is 
fignified by the curtains and veils of the 
tabernacle. By the tabernacle was repre- 
{ented heaven and the church, wherefore 
it’s form was defcribed by Jehovah on 
mount Sinai ; hence by all things which 
were in the tabernacle, as the candleftick, 
the golden altar for incenfe, and the table 
en which was the bread of faces, were 
reprefented 
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reprefented and confequently fignified the 
nee things of heavenand of the church ; 
fo alfo by the holy of holies, where was 
the ark of the covenant, was reprefented 
and confequently fignified the inmoft of 
heaven and of the chase li’ ; and thus too 
by the law itfelf, which was written on 
two tables of ftone, and inclofed in the 
ark, was fignified the Lord as to the word ; 
now whereas external things derive their 
eflence from internal things, and both 
from what is inmoft, which in this cafe 
was the law, theretave the holy things of 
the word were alfo reprefented and fioni- 
fied by all things appertaining to the tab- 
ernacle : hence it follows, that by the ul- 
timates of the tabernacles, which were the 
curtains and veils, confequently the cov- 
erings-and the continents, were Nees 
the ultimates of the word, which are tl 
truths and goods of it’s literal fenfe : It 
was by reafon of this their fignification, 
that ** all the curtains and veils were 
‘© made of fine twined linen, and of blue, 
*‘ and purple, and fcarlet, with cherubs,” 
Exod. xvi. 1,31,36. What was in gen- 
eral and in particular reprefented and fig- 
nified by the tabernacle, and by all things 
contained therein, is explained in the 
HEAVENLY Mysrertes treating on that 
“chapter 
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chapter of Exodus, and it is there fhewn, 
that by the curtains and veils were rep- 
refented the externals of heaven and of 
the church, confequently alfo the exter- 
nals of the word ; alfo that by fine linen 
is fignified truth derived from a f{piritual 
origin ; by blue, truth derived from a ce- 
leftial origin ; by purple, celeftial good ; 
by fcarlet, fpiritual good ; and by cher- 
ubs, the guards or fecurities of the inte- 
rior things of the word. 


47. That the externals of the word, 
ihre are the things appertaining to the 
literal fenfe, were reprefented by the exter- 
nals of the temple at Ferufalem. The 
reafon is, becaufe the temple and the tab- 
ernacle were reprefentative of fimiar 
things, viz. of heaven and the church, 
and confequent) y of the werd alfo. That 
the temple at Jerufalem was fignificative 
of the Lord’s divine humanity. He 
himfelf teaches in thefe words, * Deftroy 
“this temple, and in three days I will 
‘ raife it up ; but he fpake of the temple 
“¢or: his body,” John il. 19, 21 ; and 
where the Lord is fignified, the word alfo 
is fignified, becaufe the Lord is the word. 
rae ones by the interior things of 
the temple were reprefented the interior 
things 
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things of heaven and of the church, con- 
fequently of the word alfo, therefore by 
it’s exterior things were reprefented and 
fignified the exterior things of heaven 
and the church, and confequently of the 
word alfo, which are the things apper- 
taining to it’s literal fenfe. Concerning 
the exterior things of the temple, it 1s 
written, ** That they were built of en- 
%¢ tire {tone not hewn, and of cedar with- 
s+ in; and that all the walls thereof within 
«© were carved with cherubs, and palms, 
*¢ and openings of flowers ; and the floor 
“ was overlaid with gold,” 1 Kings vi. 7, 
29; 30; by all which things alfo are figs 
nified the externals of the word, which 
are the holy things of it’s literal fenfe. 


48. Thatthe word in it’s glory was rep- 
refented by the Lord when he was transfig- 
ured. tis written of the Lord, when he 
was transfigured in the prefence of Peter, 

James, and John, *“ That his face fhone 
“like the fun; his raiment was white as 
“light ; and that there appeared Mofes 
“and Filia: talking with him ; and that a 
* bright cloud overfhadowed the difci- 

“ ples and a voice was heard from the 
** cloud, faying, This 1 is my beloved Son, 
*¢ hear 
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“hear ye him,” Matt. xvii. 1 to Reet 
has been given me to underftand, that 
the Lord, on this occafion, reprefented 
the word ; by his face, which fhone as 
the fun, was reprefented his divine good ; 
by his raiment which was as light, his di- 
vine truth; by Mofes and Elias, the hif- 
torical and prophetical word, by Mofes 
the word which was written by him, and 
in general the hiftorical word, and by E- 
lias the prophetical word; by the bright 
cloud which ‘overfhadowed the difciples, 
the word in the fenfe of the letter ; where- 
fore out of this voice was heard, which 
faid, This is my beloved Son, hear ye 
him ; for all declarations and refponfes 
from heaven are given only in and by 
things ultimate, fuch as are in the literal 
fenfe of the word, for they are then giv- 
en in their fulnefs from the Lord. 


4g. It hath been fhewn above, that the 
word init’s natural fenfe, which is the 
fenfe of the letter, isin it’s fanétity and in 
it’s fulnefs ; it remaineth to fhew, that the 
word in that fenfe is in it’s Power, 
What and how great is the power of the 
divine truth in the heavens and alfo on 
the earths, may appear from what is faid 
in 
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in the Treatife on Heaven and Hitz 
concerning the power of the angels, n. 
228 to 293. The power ef the divine 
truth operates efpecially againft falfesand 
evils, confequently againft the hells ; 
whofoever engages in combat again{t 
thefe, mult fupport it by truths from the 
literal fenfe of the word ;‘the Lord’s pow- 
er to fave man is by means of the truths 
which he receives, for by truths derived 
from the litera! fenfe of the word, man is 
reformed and regenerated, and is then ta- 
ken iout of hell, and introduced into 
heaven ; this power the Lord took upon 
him even as to his divine humanity, after 
that he had fulfilled all the contents of 
the ward even to it’s ultimates ; where- 
fore he faid to the high-prieft, (ipeaking 
of the time when by the paffion of the 
crofs he fhould have completed what re- 
mained to be fulfilled) “ Hereafter ye 
** {hall fee the Son of Man fitting on the 
* right hand of power, and coming in the 
*° clouds of heaven,” Matt. xxvi. 64. 

Mark xiv. 62. The Son of Man is the 

Lord as to the word ; the clouds of heav- 

en fignify the word in the fenfe of the 

omnipotence by the word, as alfo Mark 

XVI. 


letter ; to fit on the right hand of God is : 
she, 
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xvi. 19. The power of the Lord by vir- 
tue of the ultimates of truth was repre- 
fented by Nazarites in the Jewifh church, 


and by Samfon, of whom it is faid, that” 


he fhould be a Nazarite from his moth- 


er’s womb, and that power confifted in | 


his hair; by a Nazarite and the Naza- 
ritefhip is alfo fignified hair : That Sam- 
fon’s power was in his hair, he himfelf 
declareth in thefe words, ** There hath 
‘ not come a razor upon mine head, be- 
“ caufe I ama Nazarite from my moth- 
“ers womb; if I be fhaven, then my 
“ ftrength will depart from me, and I 
© {hall become weak, and fhall be like 
‘¢ any man,” Judges xvi.17. None can 
know why the Nazaritefhip, by which is 
fignified hair, was inftituted ; and whence 


it is, that Samfon derived ftrength from | 
hair, unlefs he knoweth what ts fignified | 


in the word by head; by head is fignified 
celeftial wifdom, which angels and men 
receive from the Lord by divine truth ; 
hence by the hair of the head 1s fignified 
celeftial wifdom in the ultimates, and 
alfo divine truth in the ultimates. This 
being the fignification of hair, by reafon 
of it’s correfpondence with the heavens, 
therefore it was ordained as a ftatute for 
the Nazarites, ** That they fhoula not 
6 fhave 
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«6 fhave the hair of their head, becaufe 
‘‘ that is the Nazaritefhip.of God upon 
‘¢ their head,” Numb.-vi. 1 to 21; and 
it was further ordained, * That the high 
¢ prieft-and his fons. fhould not thave 
‘ their heads, left they fhould die, and 
‘¢ wrath fhould come NEO A all the houfe 
“ of Ifrael,” Levit. x. 6. Hair being fo 
holy, by pealdn of this fignification origi- 
nating in correfpondence, therefore the 

Son of Man, who isthe Lord as to the 
word, is defcribed even in regard to his 
hair, ** That it was as white wool, like 
6 {fnow,” Rev.1, 14; fo alfois * the an- 
“6 cient of days’ defcribed, Dan. vii. 9. 
On this fubjeét alfo fomewhat may be 
feen above, n. 35. In fine, the true 
ground and reafon why the power of the 
divine truth or word is in the fenfe of 
the letter is, becaufe in that fenfe the 
word is in it’s ful aiid and becaufe in 
that fenfe the angels of both the Lord’s 
kingdoms, and men, are together united. 


That the doétrine of the church ought to be 
drawn from the literal fenfe of the word, 
and be confirmed thereby. 


50. IT was fhewn in the foregoing ar. 


ticle, that the word, in it’s literal fenfe, is 
H 2 





ED SS EFPIA acs 


Ip Se DEE ITE 








as e Ears = pipes a > POSSI Spit oe 


on ae 


aes eS 


= 


I i aac nae cae ane ceoeee ape 


90 THe DOCTRINE or 


in ‘it’s fulnefs, in it’s fanétity, and in it’s 
power ; and whereas the Lord is the 
word, as being the all of the word, it fol- 
Jows, that the Lord in that fenfe is moft 
efpecially prefent, and that by virtue there- 
of he teacheth and enlighteneth man. But 
it may be expedient to prove thefe propo- 
fitions under feveral articles arranged in 
the following order, I. That the word 
without dofrine is unintelligible. II. 
That doétrine ought to be drawn from 
the literal fenfe of the word. III. But 
that divine truth, which ought to be the 
refult of do€trine, can appear to none, 
but ‘thofe who are in illumination from 
the Lord. 


51. I. That the word without doctrine 
is unintelligible. ‘The reafon is, becaufe 
the word, in it’s literal fenfe, confifteth 
of mere correfpondencies, to the end that 
fpiritual and celeftial things may be. to- 
gether in it, and that every fingle expref- 
fion may be their continent and fupport ; 
therefore divine truths in the literal fenfe 
are rarely found naked, but clothed, in 
which ftate they are called appearances 
of truth, and are for the moft part accom- 
modated to the apprehenfion of the fim- 
ple, who are not ufed to any elevation of 
their 
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their thoughts above vifible objeéis. 
There are alfo fome truths which appear 
like’ contradi@ions, when neverthelefs 
there is not a fingle contradi@ion in the 
word, if it be viewed in it’s. own fpiritual 
ight : In fome parts likewife of the pro- 
phetic writings, there is a colleQion of 
names of places and perfons, from which 
in the letterno fenfe can be gathered, as 
in the paffages: above adduced, n: 15. 
Such then being the nature of the word: 
in it’s literal fenfe; it muft be very evi-. 
dent, that without dodtrine it cannot pof- 
fibly be underftood. . But this will be beft 
illuftrated by examples ; it is faid, for in- 
ftance, ‘ that Jehovah repenteth,” Exod. 
XXXII. 12.14. Jonah iti.g. Chap. iv. 
2; and it is alfo faid, “ that Jehovah 
** doth not repent,” Numb. xxiii. 19. 1 
Sam. xv. 29 ; which apparently contra- 
dittory paflages, without do@rine, are not 
reconcileable. It is faid, ** that Jehovah 
*¢ vifiteth the iniquity of the fathers upon 
** the children to the third and fourth gen- 
‘© eration,’ Numb. xiv. 18 ; and it-is 
likewife faid, ‘‘ that the fathers fhall not 
“be put to death for the children, nei- 
‘ther the children for the fathers, but 
** every man fhall be put to death for his 
* own 
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¢ own fin, Deut. xxiv.16.  Thefe paf- 
fages, witaout doérine, feem contradic- 
tory 5,but when illuftrated by doétrine, 
they are in perfeét agreement.  Jelus 
faith, * Afk, and it fhall be given you ; 
‘* feek, and ye fhall find ; knock and it 
“ fhall be opened unto you ;”»without 
doétrine it might be fuppofed, Seats thefe 
words, that every one would certainly re- 
ceive what he requefteth; but doétrine 
wt reth, that whatfoever a man aiketh of 
the L ord, and under his influence, that 1s 
granted him.; for thus the Lord explain- 
eth himfelf, ‘* 1f-ye abide in me, and my 
‘¢ words abide in you, ye: fhall afk what 
ve will, and it fhall be done unto, you,” 
John a007. 0 Hite Lord faith, ‘ Bleffed 
‘¢ are the poor, for their’s 1s the kingdom 
‘-of God,” Luke vi. 20. . Without doc- 
trine, it may be imagined that heaven is 
defigned -for the poor, and not for the 
rich; but doirine eae sete that the poor 
in fpirit are here meant; for the Lord 
faith in another place, *° Bi lefied are the 
oor in {pirit, for their’s 1s the kingdom 
“of heaven,”) Matt. vs) 5. Again, the 
Lord faith, “ Judge not, t that ye be not 
a4 judged ; for with what judgiment ye 
* judge, ye fhall be judged,” Matt. vii: 
eee 
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1,2. Luke vi. 373 without do@rine a 

perfon might here be led to.this conciu- 

fion, that he ought not to judge, in refpedt 

to an evil man, that he is evil ; whereas 
from doétrine it appeareth, that it is law- 
ful to judge, if it be done righteoufly, for 
the Lord faith, “ Judge righteous judg- 
‘© ment,” John vil. 24. Again, the Lord 
faith, ‘* Be not ye called Rabbi, for one 
‘‘is your matter, even Chrift ; and call 
‘Sno man your father upon earth, for one 
‘6 ig vour Father in heaven ; neither be 
‘6 ve called mafters, for one is your Maf- 
‘rer, even Chrift,” Matt. xxiu. 8, 9, 10. 
Thefe words, unexplained by doétrine, 
would feem to imply, that it is not Jawful 
to call any perfon, rabbi, father, or maf- 
ter ; whereas by dotrine we learn, that 
it is lawful in a natural fenfe, though it 
be unlawful ina fpiritual fenfe. Again, 
Jefus faid to his difciples, “« When the 
© Son of Man fhall fit upon the throne of 
«6 his glory, ye alfo fhall fit upon tweive 
& thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
‘> Ifrael,” Matt. xix. 28. From thefe 
words it might be concluded, that the 
difciples of the Lord are to fit hereafter 
in judgment; when the truth is, they can- 
not judge any perfon; do€étrine therefore 
mult 
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mult explain béw this. myft tery is to be 
underftood, and thus cphebial it, by teach- 
ing that-the Lord alone, who is omnifcient, 
and knoweth all hearts is is to fit in judg- 
ment, and 1s able to judge ; and that by 
his twelvesdifciples is m dant the church, 
in refpeét ‘to all the truthsgand. goods 
which it hath from the Lord, by. means 
of the word ; from whence do&rine con: 
cludes, that thofe truths and goods are to 
judge every one, according to the words 
of the Lord in John, chap. ili. 27, 18. 
chap. xil. 47,48. Whofoever readeth the 
word without doétrine, knoweth not how 
thofe things cohere together, which are 
fpoken by the prophets concerning the 
Jewith nation and Jerufalem, where: it ds 
{aid that the church {hall continue with 
that nation, vee it’s feat abide in that city 
for ever, as in the following places, ‘* Je- 
“¢ hovah fhal! vil his flock, the te of 
*¢ Judah, and fhall place them as a horfe 
og g| loty i nh war; out of himegame forth 
the coi rer, out of him the nail, and out 
of him the bow of war, Sach, x. 3, 4. 
** Behold I come to dwell in the midft of 
** thee, and Jehovah fhall make Judah 
‘6 an inheritance e; and fhall again chufe 
“* Jerulalemy’ Sachi db aids 255.10. 5 elt 
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6 fhall come to pafsin that day, the moun- 
‘tains fhall drop down new gine, and 
«6 the hills fhall flow with milk, and Judah 
“ fhall be for ever, and Jerufa} em from 
“¢ generation to generation,” Joel 11. 18, 

PEG Behold the days come, in 
¢ which I‘ will fow the houfe of Ifrael 
‘¢ and the houfe of Judah with the feed 
‘of man’ and in which I will make 4 
‘6 new covenant with the haufe of Ifrael 
“¢ and with the houfe of Judah ; and this 
‘is the covenant, I will put my law in 
** the midft of them, and will write it up- 
“6 on their heart, and I will be to them a 
“ God, and they fhall be to me a people,” 
Jerem. xxxi. 27, 31, 33. “ In that day 
** ten men out of all languages of nations 

« ska take hold of the fkirt of a man 
“© Jew, faying, We-will go with you, for 
we " lave heard that Ged is with you,” 

Sach. vill. 22,23; fo in other places, as 
Ifaialy xliv.“@4, 26. Chap. xlix. 22, 23. 
Chap. Ixv. g. Chap. ixvl.20, 2. . Jer, 
ill. 18. Chap. HAI. 5. Chap. l. 19, 20. 
Nahum 1.1. Malach. ii. 4; where the 

coming of the Lord is treated of, and it 
is faid that thefe things will come to Lip 

But the contrary is dechired t in many oth- 
er paflages, of which the following only 


fhall 
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fhall be here noticed, “‘ I will hide my 
‘“ faces fram them, I will fee what their 
“ pofterity fhall be, for they are a gener- 
‘¢ ation of perverfions, children in whom 
‘there is no faithfulnefs ; I faid, I will 
“¢ eaft them out into corners, I will make 
‘¢ the remembrance of them te ceafe from 
* man, for they area nation void of coun- 
‘+ fel, neither is there any underftanding 
“inthem. Their vine is of the vine of 
‘¢ Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrah ; 
‘¢ their grapes are the grapes of gall, their 
‘¢ clufters are of bitternefs ; their wine is 
‘the poifon of dragons, and the cruel 
« venom of afps. All that is hid up with 
¢¢ me, fealed up in my treafures: To me 
* belongeth vengeance and retribution,” 
Deut. xxxii. 20 to 95 ; thefe things are 
fpoken concerning that nation, as are als 
{o things of a fimilar nature elfewhere ; 
fee Ifaiah ili. 1, 2,8. Chap. v. 3 to 6. 
Deut. ix. 5, 6. Matt. xii.%39. Chap. 
xxiii. 27, 28. John viii. 44 ; andun 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel throughout : Now 
the above paflages, although they appear 
contradi€tory and irreconcileable, are 
neverthelefs perfeéily confiftent with each 
other when viewed in their true light ac- 
cording to doétrine, which teacheth that 


by 
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by Ifrael and Judah in the word are not 
underftood I{rael and Judah, but the 
church in both fenfes,in the ene fenfe 
that it is vaftated, and in the other fenfe 
that it is to be re-eftablifhed by the Lord. 
The cafe is the fame with other parts of 
the word ; whence it manifeftly appears, 
that the word without do€trine is unin- 
telligible. 


52. From what has been faid it may 
appear, that they who read the word with- 
out dodtrine, or who do net form to them- 
felves a do€trine from the word, are in 
the dark concerning every truth, and that 
their minds are wavering and _ unftable, 
prone to errors, and may eafily be led into 
herefies, which they alfo embrace if they 
afpire'after favour or authority, provided 
they do not thereby endanger their repu- 
tation; for the word Is to them as a can- 
dicftick without light, and they fee in the 
dark as it were many things, when never- 
thelefs they fee fcarcely any thing at all, 
for it is do€trine alone that giveth light 
asacandle. I have feen fuch examined 
by the angels, and it was found, that they 
could confirm from the word whatever 
they pleafed, and that they do confirm 

I whatever 
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whatever relates to the love of felf, and 
of thofe things which they delight in: I 
have alfo feén fuch ftripped of their 
clothes, asa token that they were deftitute 
of truths ; garments in the fpiritual world 
are truths. 


3. II. That doétrine ought to be drawn 


from the literal fenfe of the word, and ¢o 


be confirmed thereby. The reafon is, be- 
caufe the Lord is prefent in that fenfe 
alone, enlightening and teaching him the 
truths of the church ; for all the Lord’s 
operations are performed in fulnefs, and 
the word in it’s literal fenfe is in it’s ful- 
nefs, as was fhewn above: Hence it is, 
that dotrine ought to be drawn from the 
literal fenfe. 


54. That the word is not only intelligt- 
ble by do€trine, but 1s alfo, asit were lu- 
minous, appears from the word’s nat be- 
ing intelligible without doétrine, and like 
a candleftick without light, as was, fhewn 
above. The word therefore, is intelligible 
by doétrine, and is like a candleflick with 
a lighted candle. Man then fees more 
than he had feen before, and alfo under- 
ftands fuch things as he had not before 
wunderftood. Things dark and difcordant 
he 
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he either fees not and paffes by, or he 
-feés and-explains them fo as to be confift- 
ent with doétrine. The experience of 
all the Chriftian world proves, that the 
word is feen from, and explained accord- 
ing to doétrine. AlJl of the reformed 
church fee and explain the word from and 
according to their owp doftrine ; in like 
manner the Papwts, from and according 
to their’s ; nay, the Jews, from and ac- 
cording to their’s. Confequently faifes 
arife from falfe dodtrine, and truths from 
that which is true. Hence it appears, 
that true doctrine is like a candle in the 
dark, and like a directing poft on’the road. 
But do€trine is not only to be drawn from 
the literal fenfe of the word, but it 1s alfo 
to be confirmed by that fenfe ; For if it 
be not confirmed by it, the truth of doc- 
trine appears as if the human intelleé on- 
ly, and not divine wifdom, were concern- 
edin it. Andthus dottrine would be 
like an houfe in the air, and not upon 
the earth, and therefore without foun- 
dation. 


55- Lhe do€trine of genuine truth may 
alfo be fully drawn from the literal fenfe 
of the word. For the word in it’s litexal 
fenfe 
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fenfe is like a perfon clothed, where the 
face and hands are naked. All things 
that regard the life of man, and confe- 
quently his falvation, are naked ; the ret 
are clothed : In many places where they 
are clothed, they fhine through the cloth- 
ing, as aface through a thin filk. Even 
the truths of the word, in proportion as 
they are multiplied by the love of truth, 
and arranged thereby, appear more and 
more bright and clear through the cloth- 
ing ; but this alfo is efle@ed by doftrine. 


56. It may be imagined, that the doc- 
trine of genuine truth might be colleéted 
from the {piritual fenfe of the word, which 
is learnt by the {cience of correfponden- 
cies ; but doétrine is not attainable by 
means of that fenfe, but only capable of 
receiving illuftration and confirmation 
from it; for as was obferved aboye, n. 
26, no one can come into the fpiritual 
fenfe of the word through correfponden- 
cles, unlefs he be firft in genuine truths 
derived from doétrine. It is poffible for 
a perfon, who’is not in genuine truths, 
to falfify the word by fome corref- 
pondencies with which he is acquainted, 
when he conneé€teth them together, and 
applieth 
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applieth them to the confirmation of par- 
ticular opinions rooted in his mind, in 
confequence of the principles he hath im- 
bibed. Befides, the {piritual fenfe of the 
word is opened to man by the Lord alone, 
and is guarded by him, as the angelic 
heaven is guarded, for heaven is therein. 
It is therefore highly neceflary that man 
fhould ftudy the word in it’s literal fenfe, 
as through it alone doftrine is obtainéd. 


57. Ill. That genuine truth, which muft 
refult from doftrine, 1s apparent, in the 
literal fenfe of the word, only to thofe, who 
avein illumination from the Lord., Mlu- 
mination cometh from the Lord alone, 
and abideth with thofe who love truth for 
truth’s fake, and apply them to the pur- 
pofes of a good life ; none elfe can re- 
ceive illumination from the word. The 
reafon why illumination cometh from the 
Lord alone, is, becaufe the word is from 
him, and confequently he isin the word; 
and the reafon of it’s abiding only with 
thofe, who love truth for truth’s fake, and 
apply them to the purpofes of a good life, 
is, becaufe they are in the Lord, and the 
Lord in them; forthe Lord is divine 
truth itfelf, and the Lord is then loved, 
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when men live according to his divine 
truths, confequently, when by virtue 
thereof they bring forth the fruits of good 
and ufeful fervice ; according to thefe 
words in John, ‘* At that day ye fhall 
** know that ye are in me,-and IJ in you ; 
“he that hath my commandments, and 
*¢ keepeth them, he it is that loveth me ; 
*¢ and I will love him, and will manifeft 
“¢ myfelf to him; and will come unto him, 
** and make my abode with him,” chap. 
XIV. 20,21, 23. And in Matthew, * Blef- 
** fed are the pure in heart, for they fhall 
* fee God,” chap. v. 8. Thefe are they 
who are in illumination when they read 
the word, and to whom the word appears 
in it’s brightnefs and tranfparence. 


58. The reafon why the word appears 
to fuch in it’s brightnefs and tranfparence, 
is, becaufe there is both a fpiritual and 
celeftial fenfe in every part of the word, 
and thefe fenfes are in the light of heaven; 
wherefore the Lord, through thefe fenfes, 
and their light, entereth into the natural 
fenfe of the word, and the light thereof 
abiding in man. Hence man acknowl- 
edgeth the truth from an interior percep- 
tion, and afterwards feeth it in his own 
thought, 
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thought, and that as often as he is in the 
affeGtion of truth for truth’s fake; for 
perception cometh from affection, and 
thought from perception, and thence aril- 
eth acknowledgment, which is called 
faith. But of this more will be faid in 
the following article concerning the con- 
—junétion of the Lord with man through 
the word. 


59. With thefe the firft thing is, to col- 
le& for themfelves do&rine from the liter- 
al fenfe of the word, and thus kindle a 
light for their further advancement ; but 
after doGtrine is colle&ted, and thus the 
light is kindled, they fee the word by it, 


But thofe who do not colle@ do&rine 


for themfelves, firft inquire whether the 
doétrine colleéted by others, and received 
by common confent, agrees with the word, 
and give their affent to thofe things which 
do agree, but diffent from thofe things 
which do not agree. Thus they form 
their own doétrine, and through doétrine 
their faith. But this is only the cafe with 
thofe, who are not blinded by the diftraét- 
ing cares of the world; thefe, if they 
love truths for truth’s fake and apply 
them to the purpofes of life, are in illu- 
mination 
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rhination from the Lord. Others, if they 
are in any degree of life atcording to 
truth, may learn from them. 


60. The very reverfe happeneth, where 
men interpret the word by the doétrine 
of falfe religion, and particularly where 
they confirm fuch doétrine by the word, 
with no other view than their own glory, 
and the acquirement of worldly wealth ; 
with fuch perfons the truths of the word © 
appear as in the fhades of the night, and 
this falfe interpretation as in the light of 
the day ; they read truths, but they do 
not fee them ; and if they fee the fhades 
of them, they falfify them. Thefe are 
they whom the Lord defcribeth * as hav- 
‘* ing eyes, yet they fee not, and ears, yet 
*¢ they do not underftand,” Matt. xiii. 14, 
15; for nothing blinds man but his own 
propriety, and the confirmation of falfe; 
the propriety of man is felf-love, and 
hence the arrogance of felf-intelligence ; 


and the confirmation of the falfe is dark- 


nefs counterfeiting light. Hence the 
light of thefe becometh merely natural, 
and their fight is like that of a perfon who 
imagineth he feeth phantoms in the fhade. 


61. I have 
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6:1. I have been permitted to converfe 
with feveral after death,. who believed 
they fhould fhine as the ftars in the firma- 
ment, becaufe as they faid they had ac- 
eounted the word holy, had often peruf- 
ed it, and had colleed many things from 
It, whereby they had confirmed Hee tenets 
is their particular faith, and had acquir- 
ed the reputation of being great {cholars 
and learned men ; in confequence where- 
of they fuppofed they fhould be advan- 
ced to the dignity of a Michael or a Ra- 
phael ; but on their examination refpeét- 
ing the love which influenced them in 
their ftudy of the word, it was difcover- 
ed, that fome of them had ftudied it from 
a principle of felf-love, with a view to 
acquire rank and diftinétion in the church, 
and fome froma principle of worldly love, 
with a view to preferment and gain ; on 
their examination alfo refpeéting what 
they had learned from the word, it was 
difcovered, that they did not know a fin- 
gle genuine truth, but only what may be 
called truth falfified, which in itfelf is 
falfe ; and they were informed, that this 
was a confequence of their confidering 
themfelves and the world as the ends of 
their reading, gy which is the fame thing, 
their 
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their loves, and not the Lord and heav- 
en ; for in this cafe, when felfifh and 
worldly love are the ends, the mind, 1n 
reading the word, abideth in itfelf and in 
the world, and confequently is confined 
in it’s thoughts to: it’s own proprium or 
felfhood, which is in utter darknefs ref- 
peéting all things that relate to heaven 5 
fo that in futh a flate, it is impoffible for 
man to be drawn by the Lord out of his 
propriety, and to be elevated into the 
light of heaven, and of confequence it 1s 


impoflible he fhould receive any influx 


from the Lord through heaven. I have _ 
alfo feen fuch perfons admitted into heav- 
en, but when they were-difcovered to be 
without truths, they were calt headlong 
down again; yet ftill they remained full 
of a conceit that they deferved to be in 
heaven. The cafe is ditferent with thofe 
who have ftudied the word out of a pure 
affeGtion towards the knowledge of truth 
for truth’s fake, and becaufe it 1s,a means 
of promoting the ufes and purpofes of a 
good life, not only in refpeéito themfelves, 
but their neighbour: I have feen fuch 
raifed up into heaven, and thereby into 
the light, wherein divine truth there ap- 
peareth, and inftantly exalted to angelic 
wifdom, 
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wifdom, and the happinefs thereof, which 
is eternal life. 


That by the literal fenfe of th® word man 
hath conjunétion with the Lord, and con- 
focration with the angels. 


62. THE reafon why man hath con- 
jun@tion with the Lord by means of the 
word, is becaufe it treats of him alone, 
and through it the Lord is all in all there- 
in, and is called the word,.as has been 
fhewn in the Treatife concERNING THE 
Lorp. The reafon why fuch conjunc- 
tion is effefted by the literal fenfe, is, be- 
caufe the word in that fenfe is in it’s ful- 
nefs, in it’s holinefs, and in it’s power, ‘as 
was fhewn above in the article concern- 
ing it: this conjunétion is not apparent 
to man, but is wrought inthe affeétion 
and perception of truth, and thereby in 
the love and faith of divine truth in him. 


63. The reafon of man’s confociation 
with angels by means of the literal fenfe, 
is, becaufe the fpiritual and celeftial fen- 
fes are contained in that fenfe, and the 
angels are in thofe fenfes ; the angels of 
the Lord’s {piritual kingdom in the fpirit- 
ual 
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ual fenfe of the word, and-the angels of 
the Lord’s celeftial kingdom in it’s celeftial 
fenfe ; there is an evolution or unfolding 
of thefe fenfes effetted by virtue of the 
literal fenfe, whilft it is read by a perfon 
who is in the truth ; fuch evolution is in- 
{tantaneous, conifequently. the confocia- 
tion is fo likewife. 


64. Thatthe fptritual angels are in the 
fpiritual fenfe of the word, and the celef- 
tial angels in it’s celeftial fenfe, was prov- 
ed to me by manifold experience ; it was 
given’me to perceive that whilft I was 
reading the word in it’s literal fenfe, com- 
munication was opened thereby with the 
heavens, fometimes with one fociety, 
fometimes with another; what I under- 
flood according to a natural fenfe, the 
{piritual angels underftood according to 
a f{piritual fenfe, and the celeftial angels 
acording toa celeftial fenfe ; and this in 
aninftant of time ; and whereas this com- 
munication hath been perceived by me 
many thoufand times, I have not a fingle 
doubt remaining as to the reality of “it. 
There are f{pirits alfo who are below the 
heavens, and abufe this communication ; 
for they read over particular paflages from 
the 
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the literal fenfe of the word, and immedi- 
ately obferve and note the fociety with 
which communication is effeéted ; this alfo 
Ihave frequently feen and heard. From 
thefe circumftances it is given me to 
know, by fenfible experience, that the 
word as to it’s literal fenfe is a divine me- 
dium of conjunction with the Lord, and 
with heaven, More may be feen con- 
cerning this conjun@tion by the word, in 
the Treatife concerning Heaven and 
HELL, n. 3603 to 340. 


65. But in what manner this unfolding 
of thofe fenfes takes place, fhall be ex- 
plained ina few words ; but that it may 
be underftood, it muft be recolle&ed what 
was faid above, n. 6, 38, concerning fuc- 
ceflive order, and concerning fimultane- 
ous order, that what is celeftial, fpiritual, 
and natural, follows one after another in 
fucceffive order, from the higheft. things 
which are in heaven, to the loweft which 
are in the world ; and- that the fame 
things in fimultaneous order are-in the 
loweft, which is natural, one near the oth- 
er, from the moft internal to the moft ‘ex- 
ternal, and that in like manner are the 
fucceffive fenfes of the word, the celeftial 
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and fpiritual at the fame time in the nat- 
ural. Thefethings being comprehended, 
it may in fome meafure be explained to 
the underftanding, in what manner the 
two fenfes, celeftial and f{piritual, are un- 
folded from the ‘natural, when man Is 
eading the word ; for then the fpiritual 
angels extra€t and call forth {fpiritual 
things, and the celeftial angels, celeftial 
things ; nor can they do otherwife, be- 
caufe thofe things are in agreement with 
their nature and effence, and are homoge- 
neous therewith. 


66. But this may firft be illuftrated by 
fimilar comparifons from the three king- 
doms of nature, which are called the anz- 
mal, the vegetable, and the mineral. In 
the animal kingdom, for inftance, when 
the food is turned to chyle, the blood- 
veffels extra from thence, and calk forth 
their blood, the nervous fibres ther jul- 
ces, and the fubitances, from whence 
thofe fibres originate, their animal fpirit. 
In the vegetable kingdom, a tree, with it’s 
trunk, branches, leaves, and fruits, is fup- 
ported on it’s root ; and out of the 
ground, by means of it’s root, extraéteth 
and calleth forth a denfer juice for the 
trunk, 
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trunk, branches, and leaves, a purer for 
the flefhy part of the fruit, and the pureft 
of all for the feeds. within the fruit. In 
the mineral kingdom ; minerals in fome 
places in the bowels of the earth are im- 
pregnated with. gold, filver, and iron ; 
the gold, filver,.and iron, draw their ref- 
peétive elements from the fubterraneous 
vapours. 


67. Let us now illuftrate, by example, 
after what manner the fpiritual angels 
draw forth their fenfe, and the celeftial 
angels their’s, from the natural fenfe, in 
-which the word is with men ; let us take 
for example five commandments of the 
decalogue. Tur ComMANDMENT, Lhou 
Shalt honour thy father and mother ; by 
father and mother, man underftands a fa- 
ther and mother on earth, -and alfo thofe 
who ‘are in the place of father and moth- 
er; and by honouring them, he under- 
{tands to have them in honour and to 
obey them. But the fpiritual angel un- 
derftands by father the Lord, and by 
mother the church, and by honouring 
them he underftandsto love them. And 
the celeftial angel by father underftands 
the divine love of the Lord, by mother 
| his 
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his divine wifdom, and ‘by honouring 
them he underftands doing good from 
him. Tur ComManpMent, Thou fhalt 
not fieal; by ftealing man underftandeth 
to rob, defraud, and under any pretence 
whatever to take from another what be- 
Jongs to him; whereas a fpiritual angél 
by ftealing meaneth to deprive others. of 
their truths of faith, and goods of chari- 
ty, by means of falfes and evils ; but a 
celeftial angel by ftealing meaneth to at- 
tribute to himfelf what belongeth to the 
Lord, and to appropriate to himfelf his 
righteoufnels and merit. Again, Thou 
Shalt not commit adultery ; by committing 
adultery man underflandeth to commit 
whoredom, to be guilty of obfcene prac- 
tices, to indulge wanton difcourfe, and to 
entertain lewd thoughts ; whereas a {pi- 
ritual angel, by committing adultery, 
meaneth to adulterate the goods of the 
word, and to falfify it’s truths ; but a ce- 
Icftial angel, by committing adultery, 
meaneth, to deny the divinity of the 
Lord, and to prophanethe word. Again, 
Thou fhalt do no murder ; by doing mur- 
der, man underftandeth, not only the tak- 
ing away another’s life, but likewife bear- 
ing malice and hatred in the heart, and 
breathing 
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breathing a revengeful fpirit againft any 
perfon; whereas by doing murder a {pirit- 
ual angel underftandeth, to play the dev- 
il’s part, and deftroy men’s fouls; and a 
celeftial angel, by doing murder, meaneth 
to hate the Lord, and thofe things which 
are the Lord’s. Lalftly, Thou /halt not 
bear falfa.witnefs.; by bearing falfe wit- 
nefs, man underftandeth alfo to tell lies, 
and to defame any. perfon ; whereas a 
fpiritual angel, by bearing falfe witnels, 
meaneth to declare,.and endeavour to 
perfuade others, that what is falfe is true, 
and what is evil is good,.and wee ver/a. 
But a celeftial angel, by bearing falfe wit- 
nefs, meaneth to blafpheme the Lord and 
the word. Thefe inftances may ferve:to 
fhew, after what mannes the fpiritual and 
celeflial fenfe of the word is unfolded and 
extraéted from the natural fenfe in which 
they are contained, and what is wonder- 
ful, the angels extra@ thefe-fenfés with- 
out having any knowledge of a man’s 
thoughts; but {till the thoughts of angels 
and men make one by corref{pondencies, 
like end, caufe, and effet ; for ends do 
a€tually-exift in the celeftial kingdom, 
caufes in the Spiritual, and effects in 
the’ natural kingdom. This very. con- 
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junétion by correfpondencies was the 
fame from the creation; hence then the 
confociation of men with angels is effe@t- 
ed by the word. 

68. The reafon why the confociation 
of man. with the angels is effe€ted by the 
natural, or literal fenfe of the word is, be- 
caufe in every. man, by virtue of creation, 
there are three degrees of life, the celef- 
tial, the fpiritual, and the natural; man 
however is in the natural degree fo long 
as he continueth in this world, and at the 
fame time is fo far in the fpiritual degree, 
as he is under the influence of genuine 
truths, and fo far in the celeftial degree 
as he liveth a life according to thofe 
truths ; but yet he cannot come into the 
real fpiritual or celeftial degrees til] after 
death. But more concerning this elfe- 
where. 


69. From what hath been faid, it muft 
appear evidently, that in the word alone, 
through which man hath conjun&ion with 
the Lord, and confociation with the an: 
gels, there is {pirit and life, as the Lord 
faith, ** The words which I fpeak unto 
** you are {pirit and life,” John vi. 69: 
*¢ The water which I give you fhall be a 
S¢ well 
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well of water f{pringing up unto ever- 
“ Jafting life,” Johniv.14. ‘* Man doth 
“not live by bread alone, but by every 
** word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
* of God,” Matt. iv. 4. * Labour not 
*“¢ for the meat that perifheth, but for the 
‘meat which endureth unto everlafting 
“life, which the Son of Man fhall give 
‘unto you,” John vi. 27. 


That the word 1s in all the heavens, and that 
angelic wifdom is thence derived. 


70. THAT the word is in the heav- 
ens, hath remaineda fecret to mankind 
unto this day ; nor could it be made 
known fo long as the church was ignor- 
ant of the exiftence of angels and {pirits, 
and that they were like men inthis our 
world, and refemble them in every par- 
ticular but this, viz. that they are fpiritual 
beings, and that all things they have 
amongft them are from a fpiritual origin ; 
whereas men on earth are natural beings, 
and all things amongft them are from a 
natural origin. So long as the church 
was in fuch ignorance, it could never be 
known that the word is alfo in the heav- 
ens, and that it is read-by the angelic 
in'.abitants, 
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inhabitants, and alfo by the fpirits that 
are under the heavens. But left this truth 
fhould remain for ever a fecret, it hath © 
been granted me to be in fellowfhip with ~ 
angels and {pirits, and to converfe with 
them, and to fee what is in their worlds, 
and afterwards to relate to mankind many 
of the things which I have feen and 
heard. This I have done in a Treatife 
concerning Heaven and Hert, pub- 
lifhed at London in the year 1758 ; from 
which. work it will appear that angels and 
{pirits are men, and that they have amongft 
them an. abundance of all fuch things as 
exift amongft men onearth. That angels 
and fpirits are men, may be: feen in ‘that 
treatife, n.-73 to 77, andalfo n. 453 to 
456; alfo that they have amongft them 
divine worfhip and preaching in ‘their 
temples, n, 221 to 227 ; and that they 
have likewife writings and books, n: 253 
to 264 ; and alfo the holy fcripture: or 
word, n. 259. 


71. As to what: refpe&s the word: in 
heaven, it is written ina fpiritwal ftyle, 
which differs entirely from a natural ftyle ; 
a {piritual ftyle confifteth of mere letters, 
each whereof involves fome particular 
fenfe, 
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fenfe, and there are pun€uations above 
the letter, which exalt the fenfe. The 
letters in ufe amongft the {piritual angels, 
are like the letters ufed im printing in our 
world ; and the letters in ufe amoneft the 
celeftial angels are like the old Hebrew 
Jetters, varioufly infleéted, and with fig- 
natures above and beneath, each of which 
—Ainvolves fome entire fenfe in itfélf. In- 
afmuch as ‘their writing is of {weh a na- 
ture, therefore the names of perfons and 
places which occur in the word are not 
like our’s, but inftead of names are the 
real things which they fignify ; as by Mo- 
fes, the hiftorical word ; ‘by Elias, the 
prophetic word ; by Abraham, Ifaac, 
and Jacob, the Lord with refpe& to his 
divinity and divine humanity ; by Aaron, 
the prieftly office ; by David, the kingly 
office, each in relation to the Lord ; by 
the names of the fons of Jacob,. or the 
twelve tribes of Ifrael, various things ref- 
pe€ting heaven, and the thurch; fo alfo 
by the names of the Lord’s twelve difci- 
ples ; by Zion and Jerufalem, the church 
in regard to dodtrine derived from the 
word ; by the land of Canaan, the church 
itfelf; by the places and cities therein, 
on this fide Jordan and beyond_ it, vari- 
ous 
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ous things relating to the church and it’s 
doftrines. It isthe fame in other things 
in the word. The cafe is the fame in 
refpeét to numbers ; they do not occur 
in the copies of the word written in heav- - 
en, but inftead of them, are expreffed the 
real things, with which the numbers :cor- 
refpond. Hence itis plain to fee, that the 
word in heaven,-as to the literal fenfe, 1s 
fimilar to, and at the fame time correl- 
ponding with, our word, and confequently 
that they are one; for correfpondencies 
make one. 


72. It is a wonderful confiderations. 
that the word in heaven is fo written that 
the fimple underftand it in fimplicity, and. 
the wife in wifdom ; for there are feveral 
dots, and fignatures over the letters, 
which, as was obferved, exalt the fenfe, 
but which the fimple do not attend to, 
nor have any knowledge of ; whereas the 


‘ wife are attentive to them, every one in 


proportion to his wildom, from the low- 
eft to the higheft. A-copy of the word 
written by the angels under the Lord’s 
infpiration, is kept by every larger focie- 
ty,in a facred repofitory appointed for 


that purpofe, left it fhould fuffer any al- 
teration 
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teration in any of it’s points and figna- 
tures. The word inour world is fimilar 
to the word in heaven in this refpeét, that 
the fimple underftand it in fimplicity, 
and the wife in wifdom ; but yet this dif- 
ference of underfta anding i in both worlds, 
arifeth from a different ground, and is ef- 
fected in a different manner. 


73. The angels themfelves confefs 
that they derive all their wifdom from the 
word ; for in proportion as their under- 
ftanding of the word is enlarged, in thé 
fame prop portion the eh si findtniede they 
dwell, is increafed ; the light of heaven 
is divine wifdom, which in the eyes of the 
angels hath the appearance of light. In 
the facred repofitory, wherein the copy 
of the word is kept, the light is bright and 
flaming, exceeding every other degree of 
light that fhineth in the other parts of 
heaven. The reafon is, as was faid 
above, the Lord is in the word. 


74. The wifdom of the celetlial angels 
exceedeth the wildom of the fpiritual an- 
gel, almoft as muchas the wifdom of the 
{fpiritual angels exceedeth the wifdom of 


men ; and the reafon is, becaufe the ce- 
leftial 
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leftial angels are in: the good of love from 
the Lord, and the fpiritual angels are in 
the truths of wifdom fromthe Lord; and 
wherever the good of love 1s, there wif- 
dom refideth at the fametime; but where 
the truths of wifdom are, there no moré — 
true wifdom refideth, thanin proportion 
to the good of love by which it 1s attend- 
ed. This is the reafon why the word, in 
the Lord’s celeftial kingdom, is written 
differently from the word in the Lord’s 
{fpiritual kingdom ; for in the word of 
the celeftial kingdom are expreffed the 
goods of love, and the fignatures are the 
affections of love: butin the word of the 
fpiritual kingdom are expreffed the truths 
of wifdom, andthe frgnatures are the per- 
ceptions of truth. | 


75. Hence: we: may conclude, how 
great wifdom licth concealed in the word 
which we have on earth, for therein is 
hid all angelic wifdom, which is inexprefs 
fible ;-for it is the continent of it ; and 
every man is admitted into that wifdom 
after death, who is made an angel by the 
Lord through the word, 
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Thai the church exifteth by virtue of the 
word, and acquireth a nature and quality 
among fi men, according to their under- 


jianding of the word. 


76. THAT the church exifteth by vir- 
tue of the word, cannot poffibly be a 
matter of doubt, inafmuch as it was fhewn 
above, that the word is divine truth itfelf, 
n. ato 4, and that the do@rine of the 
church is derived from the word, n. 50 
to 61, and that conjunétion with the Lord 
is effeéted by means of the word, n. 62 
to 69; but that the underftanding of the 
word conflituteth the church, this may be 
made a mattét of doubt, inafmuch as there 
are fome who believe that they belong to 
the church,merely becaufe they are in pof- 
feffion of the word, and read it, and hear 
it from a preacher, and have fome know}- 
edge of it’s literal fenfe ; although, in the 
mean time, they are totally ignorant of it’s 
true meaning,and howitis'to be underftood 
init’s different paffages,and very frequent- 
ly makethisof fmall account. It willthere- 
fore be neceffary'to prove, that it is not 
the word which-conftituteth the church, 
but the-right underftanding thereof ; and 
that th€ church acquireth a nature and 
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quality, according to the underftanding 
of the word amongft it’s members. This 
is confirmed by what follows. 


77. The word is properly the word, 
according to the underftanding of it with 
men, that is, as it is underftood ; if it is 
not underftood, it indeed is called the 
word, but in reality 1s not with man. 
The word is truth according to the un- 
derftanding of it; for the word may be 
not the truth, inafmuch, as it may be fal- 
fified. The word is fpirit and life ac- 
cording as it is underftood, for the mere 
letter, without the underftanding of it, is | 
dead. Since, therefore, man hath truth 
and life according to his underftanding 
of the word, fo alfo he hath faith and love 
according to it; for truth comes from 
faith, and love from life. Now becaufe 
it is by faith and love, and according to 
them, that the church exifleth, it follows 
as a neceflary confequence, that by the 
underftanding of the word, and accord- 
ing to it, the church is a noble church if 
grounded in genuine truths, and an ig- 
noble one if not in genuine truths, and a 
deftroyed one if in falfified truths. 


78. Moreover, the Lord is prefent and 
in 
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in conjun@ion with man through the 
word, feeing that the Lord is the word, 
and as it were, converfes in it with man, 
becaule the Lord is divine truth itfelf, 
and the word is divine truth alfo. From 
hence it plainly appears, that the Lord is 
prefent with man, and in conjunction 
with him according to his underftanding 
of the word ; for according to it, man has 
truth, and confequently faith, and alfo 
love, confequently life : The Lord is 
prefent with man, through the reading of 
the word, but he is in conjunétion with 
him through the underftanding of truth 
derived from the word, and according to 
it » and in proportion as the Lord is in 
conjunétion with man, fo much of the 
church isin man. The true churchisin 
man, the church which is without him, is 
compofed of the many in whom the true 
church is. This is underftood by the 
Lord’s anfwer to the Pharifees, inquiring 
when the kingdom of God fhould come, 
‘© The kingdom of God is within you,” 
Luke xvii. 21 ; by the kingdom of God 
is here meant the Lord and the church 
from him. 


79. Many parts of the prophetical wri- 


tings 
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tings treat of the underftanding of the 
word, where the’ church is mentioned, 
and it is taught that the church cannot 
éxift but where there is a juft underftand- 
ing of the word, and that the flate and 
nature of the church is always to be de- 
termined, by it’s underfanding of the 
word. The prophets likewife, in-many 
parts of their writings, defcribe the Hrael- 
itifh and Jewifh church as totally deftroy- 
ed and annihilated, in confequence of 
falfifying the fenfe or right underfianding - 
of the word; for the deftru€tion of the 
church proceedeth from np other fource 
than this.” The underftanding the word, 
both true and falfe, is deferibed im the 
prophetic writings by Ephraim, and par- 
ticularly in the prophet Hefea, for by 
Ephraim in the word is fignified the un- 
derftanding of the word, in the Church. 
Inafmuch as the underftanding of the 
word conftituteth the church, therefore 
Ephraim is called * A dear fon and a 
“ pleafant child,” Jer. xxxt.20. “ The 
“ firft-born,” Jer. xxxi.g. °¢ The ftrength 
‘of the head of Jehovah,” Pfalm Ix. 7, 
cvlii. 8. ** A mighty man,” Zech. x. 7. 
‘* Filled with the bow,” Zech. ix. 13. 
And the children of Ephraim are called 
: ‘© Armed, 














tHE NEW JERUSALEM. 125 


¢ Armed, and carriers of bows,” Pfal. 
Ixxvill. g ; for by bow is fignified doc- 
trine colleéted from the word, combating 
with falfes. For the fame reafon alfo, 
*¢ Tfrael fet his right hand upon Ephraim, 
and biefled him, and fet him before 
‘¢ Manaffeh,” Gen. xlviil.5,14,20. And 
for the fame reafon, ** Ephraim with his 
*‘ brother Manaffeh, under the name of 
*¢ his father Jofeph, was exalted by Mo- 
** fes, in his ne of the children of 
« Tfrael above all the reft,” Deut. xxxiii. 
13 to 17. But the flate and nature of 
the church, when the underftanding of 
the word is deftroyed, is alfo defcribed 

in the writings of the prophets by E 
phraim, particularly in Hofea, as in tHe fe 
paffages, ** Ifrael and Ephraim fhall fall 
‘in their iniquity, Ephraim fhall be def- 
‘¢ olate, Ephraim’ is oppreffed and bro- 
** ken in judgment, I will be as a lion to 
*¢: Ephraim, I will tear and will go away, 
* I will take away and none fhall refcue 
“shams? Frolea ave 4Y2G, 11, 12,00 9s ee: 
* O Ephraim what fhall I do unto thee? 
*¢ for thy goodnefs is as a morning cloud, 
‘and as the early dew it goeth away,” 
Hofea vi. 4: * They fhall not dwell in 
** the Lord’s land, but Ephraim fhall re- 
L"2 “turn 
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‘turn to Egypt, and fhall eat unclean 
‘‘ things in Affyria,” Hofea ix. 3. The 
Lord’s land isgthe church,’ Egypt is the 
{cientifics of the natural man ; Affyria is 
reafaning founded theréon, from ‘which 
the word, as to the underftanding thereof, 
is falfified. Therefore itis fard, ‘* E- 
*¢ phraim fhall return into Egypt, and ‘eat 
‘unclean things in Affyria. Ephraim 
«6 feedeth on wind,.and followeth after the 
¢ eaft wind; he daily encreafeth lies and 
s¢ defolations, he maketh a covenant with 
ss Affyria, and oib is carried into Egypt,” 
Hofea xii. 1. To feed on wind, to fol- 
low after the eaft .wind, to encreafe: lies: 
and defolations, is to falfify truths, and fo 
to deftroy the church. The fame js fig- 
nified alfo by the whoredom of Ephraim ; 
for whoredom fignifieth the falfification 
of the underftanding of the word, that 1s, 
of it’s genuine truths, as imthefe paflages, 
‘© For I know O Ephraim, thou commit- 
“ teft whoredom, and Ifrael 1s defiled,” 
Hofeav. 3. “I have feen an horrible 
* thing in the houfe of Hrael ; there is 
‘© whoredom of Ephraim, and Ifrael is de- 
“ filed,” Hofea vi. 10. Ifrael meaneth ~ 
the true church, and Ephraim the under- 

ftanding of,the word, which determines 
the 
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the ftate and quality of the church ; 
wherefore it is faid, Ephraim committeth 
whoredom, and Ifraelis defiled... Foraf- 
much as the church among ft the Jews was 
totally deftroyed by falfifications of the 
word, therefore itis faid of Ephraim, 
“¢ IT will give thee up Ephraim, I will de- 
*s liver thee up Ifrael I will make thee as 
*¢ Admah, I will fet the as Zeboim,” Ho- 
fea xi. 8. Now fince the prophet Hofea, 
from the firft chapter-to the laft, treateth 
of the falfification of the genuine under- 
ftanding of the word, and of the confe- 
quent deftru@tion of the church, and be- 
caufe the falfification of the word is there 
fignified by whoredom; therefore he was 
commanded, for the purpofe of reprefent- 
ing that ftate of the church, to take unto 
himfelf * a wife of whoredoms, and chil- 
dren of whoredoms,” chap. i. 2 ; and 
again, to take to himfelf “ an adulterefs,” 
chap. lil. 1. We have quoted thefe paf- 
fages, for,the fake of fhewing and prov- 
ing from the word, that the fate and na- 
ture of the church is always to be deter- 
mined by it’s underftanding of the word; 
and that it acquireth an excellent and pre- 
cious quality, ‘if it’s underftanding be 
grounded on the genuine truths of the 
word, 
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word, but that it is deftroyed and defiled, 
if it be grounded on truths falfified. For 
a further confirmation, that by Ephraim 
is fignified the underftanding of the word, 
and in a contrary fenfe the falfification of 
it, and that thence proceeds the deftruc- 
tion of the church, the other places which 
treat of Ephraim may be referred to, as 
in Hofeaiv. 17,18. vil. 1, 11.: Vill. g, 
L101 1X.3 1 IS Ol Oe Pee, a Be 
Xli, 1,9, 15). xili, 1512: Haiah xwny, 3. 
XXvill, 1. Jerem.iv.15. xxxi. 6,18. 


leew ge “Ezek... xvi 60 rales. 


Obad. verfe g. Zech. 1x.-20. 


That the marriage of the Lord and his 
church, and confequently the marriage of 
goodnefs and truth, is in every part of 
the word... 


80. THAT the marriage of the, Lord 
and his church, and confequently the 
marriage of goodnefs and truth, isin ev- 
ery part of the word, hath never yet been 
difcovered by mortal eyes, nor could it 
be difcovered fo long as the fpiritual 
fenfe of the word remained unknown, 1n- 
afmuchas it is this fenfe alone that, can 
make manifeft fuch a marriage. For 
there 
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there are two fénfes contained in the 
word, which lie concealed in it’s litera! 
fenfe and which are called fpiritual anc 

celeftial ; what belongeth to the fpiritual 
fenfe of the word, hath relation to the 
church, and what belongeth to the celef- 
tial fenfe of the word, hath relatron to the 
Lord ; the contents alfo of the fpiritual 
fenfe have relation to divine truth, and 
the contents of the celeftial fenfe to di- 
vine good ; and this is the ground of the 
above mentioned marriage rn the hteral 
fenfe of the word. But this ts only ap- 
parent to thofe, who, by virtue of the 
fpiritual and €eleftial fenfe of the word, 
are acquainted with the fignifications of 
it’s names and expreflions ; for fome par- 
ticular expreffions are predicated of good, 
and fome of truth, and femeée include 
both : wherefore, without the knowledge 
of fuch fignifications, it 1s impoffible to 
fee how fuch a marriage exifteth in every 
paft of the word, and this is the reafor 
why this Arcanum was never heretofore 
difcovered. 


81. Inafmuch as fucha marriage ex- 
ifteth in every part of the word, therefore 
we frequently find in the word two ex- 


preflions 
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preffions which appear like repetitions of 
one and the fame thing; whereas they 
are not repetitions, but one hath relation 
to good, andthe other to truth, and both 
taken together effect the conjunétion of 
good and truth, and confequently make 
them one. ‘Fhisis the true ground of the 
divine fan€tity of the word’; for in every 
divine work there is) a conjunétion of 
good with truth, and truth with good. 


82. The reafon why we affert the mar- 
riage of good and truth in the word, to 
be a confequence of the marriage of the 
Lord and the church therein, is, becaufe 
wherever the marriage of the Lord and 
the church is, there alfo 1s the marriage 
of good and truth, inafmuch as the latter 
marriage is derived from the former ; for 
whilft the church, or any of it’s members, 
are under the influence, and in the pof- 
feffion of truths, then the Lord, by virtue 
of his influencing good, enters into thofe 
truths, and communicates life to them; 
or what amounts to the fame thing, whilft 
any member of the church is in the under- 
fianding of truth,then the Lord, by influx 
of the good of charity, enters into that 
underftanding, and thereby communicat- 
eth life to it. 

83. There 
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83. There are two faculties or forms 
of life in man, which are called the une 
derftanding and will; the underftanding 
is the receptacle of truth, «confequently 
of wifdom, and the will is the receptacle 
of good, and confequently of charity ; 
thefe two faculties, or forms, ouglit to be 
united and make one, in order that man 
may become a member of the church; 
and they are united when man formeth 
his underftanding of genuine truths, which 
is done to all appearance as of himfelf, 
and when his will is replenifhed with the 
good of love, which is effeGted by and 
from the Lord; hence man deriveth the 
life of truth in his underftanding, and the 
life of good in his will, which being unit- 
ed, conftituteth no longer two but one 
life. Herein confifteth the marriage of 
the Lord and thg church,.and the mar- 
riage of goodnefs and truth inman. But 
concerning this reciprocal conjun&ion 
which 1s here called marriage, more will 
be feenin the ANcEL?Ic Wispom con- 
cerning Divine Provipence, of Dr- 
vine Love and Divine Wispom, and 
of Lire. 


84. That there are two expreffions uf- 
ed 
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ed in the word, which appear like.repeti- 
tions of the fame thing, muft be evident 
to every attentive reader ; as for inftance, 
brother and companion, poor and needy, 

wildernefs and defart, vanity and empti- 
nefs, enemy and adverfary, fin and ini- 
quity, anger and wrath, nation. and peo- 
ple, joy and gladnefs, mourning and 
weeping, juftice and yudgment, Se, SEC. 
which appear to be fynonymous expref- 
fions, when in fatt they are not ; for the 
terms, brother, poor, wildernefs, va nity, 
enemy, fin, anger, nation, joy, mourning, 
and juftice, are predicated of good, and 
in the oppofite fenfe of evil ; whereas the 
terms, companion, needy, defart, empti- 
nefs, adverlary, iniquity, wrath, ‘péople, 
gladnefs, weeping , and judgment, are pre- 
dicated of truth, “ae in the oppofite fenfe 
of what is falfe ; yet it mult appear to the 
reader, who is acquainted with this Arca- 
num, as if the terms, poor and needy, wil- 
dernefs and.defart, vanity and emptinefs, 
&e. &c. were-one thing, whereas they 
are not fo, yet become one thing by con- 
junétion. In the word, alfo, we frequent- 
ly find two things joined, as fire and 
flame, gold and filver, brafs and iron, 
‘wood and ftone, bread and water, bread 
and 
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and wine, purple and fine linen, &c. be- 
caufe fire, go'd, brafs, wood, bread, and 
purple are predicated of good, and flame, 
filyer, iron, {tones water, wine, and fine 
linen are predicated of truth. In like 
manner it is faid, that God is to be loved 
with all the heart, and with all the foul, 
and alfo, that God will create in man a 
new heart, and a new fpirit ; for heart is 
_ predicated of the good of love, and foul 
and {pirit of the truth of faith. There 
are fome expreffions likewife, which, in 
confequence of partaking alike both of 
good and truth, are ufed fingly by them- 
felves, without the adjun@ion of others ; 
but thefe, and many things befides, are 
known only to the angels, and to thofe 
who fee in the fpiritual fenfe of the word, 
whilft they are reading the natural fenfe. 


85. It would be tedious to fhew from 
the word, that two expreffions of this na- 
ture are ufed therein, for it would fill a 
volume to quote all the particular cafes 
where fuch double expreffions occur; I 
fhall, however, produce fome paffages, in 
order to remove all doubt on this fubje@, 
where the terms Judgment and Fu/tice, 
Nation and People, Foy and Gladnefs, are 

M ufed 
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ufed ‘together. , The'places where judg- 
ment and juftice are mentioned together, 
are thefe, ** The city was full of judg- 
ss ment, juflice lodged invit,” Hatahi. 21. 
« Zion fhall be redeemed with juftice, and 
“lier converts with judgment,” Ifaiah 1. 
27. ** Jehovah of fabaoth fhall be exalt- 
ced in judgment, and God that is holy 
“¢ fhall be fan€tified in ju/tice,” Tfaiah v. 
16. ‘ He fhall fit upon the throne of 
‘¢ David and his’kingdom, to eftablifh it 
66 with judgment and with ju/iece,” Ifaiah 
ix.7. ‘* Jehovah fhall be ‘exalted, be- 
‘‘ caufe he dwelleth on high, and hath fil- 
é¢ted the earth with judgment and with 
“6 juftice,” Uaiah xxxill.5. ‘¢ Thus faith 
& Jehovah, keep ye judgment and do juf- 
‘tice ; for my falvation is near to come, 
«¢ that my juftice fhall be exalted,” Ifaiah 
lvi. 1.. ** As a nation that did. ju/ftice, 
‘© and forfook not the judgments of their 
“God; they afk of me the judgments of 
66 sufivce, Ifaiah lyii. 2. ** Swearithou 
‘by the livingsJehovah in judgment, and 
“in vuflice,” Jer. iv.2. ‘* Let him that 
‘¢ slorieth, glory in this, that Jehovah 
“¢ doth judgment and ju/lice in the earth,” 
Jer-ix-24. “* Execute ye judgment and 
66 suftice. “Woe unto him that baildeth 
66 his 
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‘ his houfe without juftice, and-his cham. 
‘‘ bers, without judgment : Did not thy, 
‘¢ father do judgment and jujlice, and then 
* it was well with him,” fer. xxil, 3, 13, 
15. ** I will raife unto David a righteous 
‘branch, anda king fhall reign and fhall 

& execute judgment and jufiice in the 
“earth,” Jer. xxill. 5. and Xxxill. 15. 

*¢ If a man be juft, and do judgment and 
© sufiece,” Ezek. xviil..g5. © If the wick- 
« ed man turn from his. fin, and do judg 
‘¢ ment and ju/ftzce, it fhall not be mention- 
od. 2a him, if he do Judgment and 
‘¢ ruftice, living hé fhall live,” Ezek. xxx. 
14,16,19. ‘* I will betroth myfelf unto 
‘¢ thee for ever in judgment and in  Jufir ces 
«© and in compaflion and mercies,” Holea 
li. 19, °¢ Fudgment fhall flow like water, 

“ and ju/tive like a mighty ftream,” Minos 
v.24. ‘* Ye have turned judgment into 
‘¢ gall, and the fruit RATHI S into, worm- 
«¢ wood,” Amos vi. 12: ehovah fhall 
<¢ plead my eauls, and execute judgment 
¢ for me, he will bring me forth to the 
‘* light, and I fhall behold his Juftice,” 

Micah vil. 9. Thy juftice, Jehovah, is 
* like the mountams of God, and thy 
‘6 oudgments are a great deep,” Pfalm 
¥XXV1,6. Jehovah fhall bring forth 
‘¢ fis 
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‘his ju/lice as the light, and his yudgments 
“as the noon-day,” Pfalm xxxvil. 6. 
»; Jehovah fhall judge his people in juf- 
“ t7ce, and his poor in judgment, Peal 
Lxxif. 2%! «6 Frufir ce and judgment are the 
“ fupport of thy throne,” Pfalm xcvil. 2. 
*¢ When I fhall have learnt the judgments 
“C of thy juftice, feven times a day do I 
‘‘ praife thee, becaufe .of the judgments of 
** thy ju/tice,” Pfalm cxix. 7,164, “ Gad 
‘ executeth the jujiice of Jehovah, and 
his judgments with Ifrael,” Deut. xxxiil. 
bi. “ The fpirit of truth: will reprove 
%¢ the world of juftice and of judgment,” 

John xvi. 8, 10, and elfewhere. The 
reafon why judgment and juftice are fo 
often mentioned together, is, becaufe 


judgment is predicated of truth, and jul- 


tice of good, wherefore by executing 


judgment and juftice, is alfo underftood 


to aét from a principle of truth and good. 
The reafon why judgment 1s predicated 
of truth, and juftice of good, is, becaufe 
the government of the Lord in the {pirit- 
ual kingdom is called Judgment, and the 
government of the Lord in the celeftial 
kingdom, is called Fufirce, concerning 
which may be feen in the TREATISE 
oN HEAVEN AND HELL, N. 214, 215. 
Becaule 
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Becaufe judgment is predicated of truth, 
it is therefore, in many places, called 
truth and juflice, as in Ifaiah xi. 5 ; and 
Pfalm Ixxxv. 12 ; and in other places, 


86. The reafon why repetitions as it 
were of the fame thing are ufed in the 
word, on account of the marriage of good 
and truth, may be more clearly feen in 


thofe places, ‘where nations and people 


are ufed; as in the following: “ Ah! 
* finful nation, a people laden with iniqui- 
“ty, Hfaiah i. 4. “ The people that 
*¢ walked in darknefs have feena great 
*¢ light, thou haft multiplied the nation,” 
Tfaiah ix. 2,.3. “ O Affyria, the rod of 
*¢ mine anger, I will fend him againft an 
** hypocritical nation, and againit the peo- 
“#le of my wrath will I give him a 
“ charge,” Iaiah 5,6. ‘In that day 
* there fhall be a root of Jeffe, which 
“‘ fhall ftand for an enfign to the people, 
“to it fhall the nations feek,” Maiah xi, 
19. “* The Lord that fmote the peogle in 
*¢ wrath with a continual ftroke, he that 
*¢ ruled the nations in anger,” Ifaiah xiv. 
6. In that day fhall be brought a 
** prefent to Jehovah of fabaoth, a people 
‘* {cattered and peeled, and a nation me- 

M 2 ted 
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‘¢ted out and trampled upon,” Ifaiah 
xviii. 2, 7. . *¢ Therefore fhall the ftrong 
“6 people glorify thee, the city of the ter- 
‘rible nations fhall fear thee,” Ifaiah 
xxv. 3. * Jehovah will deftroy in this 
‘¢ mountain the face of the covering caft 
“over all people, and the veil that is 
“‘ fpread over all natzons,” Ifaiah xxv. 7. 
*¢ Come near yé nations to hear, and 
‘hearken ye people,” Ifaiah xxxiv. 1. 
‘¢ T have called thee as a covenant of the 
‘* people, and fora light to the nations,” 
Ifa. xlii.6. * Let all the nations be gath- 
*‘ ered together, and let the people be af- 
‘6 fembled,” Ifa. xliii.g. ‘* Behold I will 
‘lift up my hands to the nations, and fet 
‘up my flandard to the people,” Ha. xlix. 
22. *¢ Behold I have given him asa wit- 
6 nefsto the people, a leader and legifla- 
“tor to the nations,” Ifa. lv. 4. “* Be- 
‘hold a people cometh from the north 
¢ country, anda great nation fhall be 
‘¢ raifed up from the fides of the eaft,” 
er. vu heey ae Neither fhalt thou bear 
“the reproach of the people any more, 
& neither fhalt thou caufe the nations to 
s¢ fall any more,” Ezek. xxxv. 15. Ail 
“ people and nations fhall ferve him,” 
Dan, vii. 14. Give not thine heritage 
66 to 
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‘*¢ to reproach that the nations fhould rme 
*“ over them; wherefore fhould they fay 
‘* among the people, where is their God,” 
Joelii.17. “ The refidue of my people 
‘* {hall fpoil them, and the remnant of my 
** nation {hall polefs them,” Zeph. 11. 9. 
“Many people and ftrong nations fhall 
** come to feek Jehovah of fabaoth in fe- 
“ rufalem,” Zech. vill. 22. ‘* Mine eyes 
‘‘ have feen thy falvation, which thou haft 
** prepared before the face of all people, 
“to be a light to lighten the natzons,” 
Puke a. 90, si, 92. ~"Thou’ hail ‘ye- 
** deemed us by thy blood, out of every 
** people and nation,” Rev. v.g. ‘* Thou 
“ muft prophefy again before many pco- 
‘6 ble and nations,” Rev. x. 11. ‘** Thou 
* haft made me the head of the nations, 
a people whom I have not known fhall 
*ferve me,” Pfalm xviii. 43.  Jeho- 
*¢ vah bringeth the counfel of the natzons 
“to nought, he maketh the devices of 
* the people of none effet,” Pfalm xxxill. 
10. * Thou makeft us a bye-word among 
‘* the nations, a fhaking of the head among 
“the people,” Pfalm xliv.14.  Jeho- 
*¢ vah fhall fubdue the people under us, 
*¢ and the nations under our feet. Jeho- 
6 yah reigneth over the nations, the prin- 
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“ces of the people are gathered unto 
“him,” Pfalm xlvii. 3, 8, 9.) ** Let the 
“* peopse praile thee, O God, let the natzons 
‘* be glad and fing for joy ; for thou fhalt 
‘judge the people righteoully, and gav- 
“ern the nations upon earth,” Pfaim 
Ixvil. 8, 4, 5-. “* Remember me, Jeho- 
‘6 yah, with the favour that thou, beareft 
‘‘to thy people, that I may rejoice in the 
‘* sladnels of thy nations,” Pfalm cvi. 4; 
5; befides many other places. , 


The reafon why nations and people are 
expreffed at the fame time, is, becaufe by. 
nations are underftood thofe who are un- 
der the influence of goodnefs, and in the 
oppofite fenfe thofe who are under: the 
influence of evil ; and by. people thofe 
who are under the influence of truth, and 
in it’s oppofite fenfe thofe who are under 
the influence of falfities ; for this reafon 
they who are of the Lord’s {piritual king- 
dom are called People, and they who are 
of the Lord’s celeftial kingdom are called 
Nations ; for all in the f{piritual kingdom 
are under the influence of truths, and 
thereby in wifdom ; but all in the celef- 
tial. kingdom are under the ynfluence of 


goods, and thereby in loye. 


$7. The 
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87. The cafe is the fame with many 
other exprefhons, as with joy and g gladne/s : 
which frequently occur together, as may 
be feen in the following paffages. “ And 
% behold joy and gladnefs, flaying oxen 
66 i“. killing fheep,” Ifaiah xxii. 13 

They fhall obtain } joy and gladnefs, and 
rf ae and fighing fhall flee away,” 
Haiah xxxv.10. li.a1. “* Foy and glad- 
“ nefs are cut off from the houfe of our 
“God,” Joeli.16. ‘ Then will I caufe 
to eeite from Jerufalem the voice of 
e¢ yoy and the voice of gladnefs,” Jerem. 
vu.-g4. and xxv. 10. ‘ The faft of the 
‘* tenth month fhall be to the houfe of 
“¢ Judah joy and gladnefs,” Zech. viii. 19. 
6 Rejoice ye with Jerufalem, and be glad 
‘¢ with her,” Ifaiah Ixvi. 10. Rejoice and 
“ be glad, O daughter of Edom,” Lam. 
iv..21. ‘* Let the righteous be glad and 
66 rejorce before God,” Pfalm Ixviii. 

“© Make me to hear joy and gladnefs,” 
Pfalm 1.8. “* Foy dtd gladnefs fhall be 
“ found in Zion, thankfgiving and the 
* voice of melody,” Ifaiah.li. 9. * veri 
“ thou fhalt have joy and gladnefs, an 

‘many fhall rejoice at his birth,” cht 
i. 14. “I will make to ceafe the voice 
of joy, and the vaice of £ladnefs, the 
$F VGICe 
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© voice of the bridegroom, and the voice 
‘of the bride,” Jerem. vil. 34. Chap. 
xvi. g. Chap. xxv. 10; “ And ¢here 
‘‘ fhall be heard in their place the voice 
“ of joy and the voice of gladnejs, the 
“voice of the bridegroom.and the voice: 
“of the bride,” Jerem. xx XIN. 40, 14 5. 
and in many other places. The reafon 
why mention is made in thefe paflages 
both of joy and Sladnefs, is, becaufe joy 
is predicated: of good, and gladnefs of 
truth ; or joy of love, and, gladnefs. of 
wifdom ; forjcy belongethto the heart,and 
gladnefs belongeth to the fpirit, or joy be- 
longeth to the will, and gladnefsto the un- 
derftanding. That in thefetwo is contain~ 
ed alfo the marriage. of the Lord and the 
church, is evident from this circumftance, 
that mention is made of the voice of joy 
and the voice of gladnefs, the voice of 
the bridegroom and the voice of the 
bride, Jefem. vii. 34. Chap. xvi. g. 
Chap. xxv. 10. Chap. xxxill. 10, 11. 
and the Lord is the bridegroom, and the 
church is the bride. That the Lord is 
the bridegroom, may be feen, Matt. ix. 
15. Markii. 19,20. Luke v. 34. and 
that the church is the bride, may be feen, 
Rev. xxi. 2,9. -Chap. xxil. 17. Where- 
fore 
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fore John the Baptift faid of Jefus, «* He 
that hath the bride is the bridegroom,” 


John 1 1129.’ 


88. By reafon of the marriage of the 
Lord with the church, or what. amounts 
to the fame thing, by reafon of the mar- 
riage of divine good and divine truth in 
every part of the word, there is frequent 
mention made of Jehovah and God, and 
alfo of Jehovah and the F¥oly One of If- 
rael, as if they were two, when neverthe- 
_lefs they‘are one ; for by Jehovah is 
meant the Lord with refpe& to the divine 
good of his divine love,:and by God and 
the Holy “One of Ifrael, is meant the 
Lord in refpeét to the divine truth of his 
divine wifdom. That Jehovah and God, 
and Jehovahand the Holy One of Tfrael, 
are fpoken of in many parts of the word, 
and yet fignify one, which is the Lord, 
may be feeninthe DocTRINE CONCERN= 
Inc THE LoRD THE REDEEMER, N. 34, 


28, and 46. 


89. Since then the marriage of the 
Lord and the church is mentioned in -all 
and every part of the word, it is. clearly 
evident,. that -all and every particular of 
the 
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the word treats of the Lord, as is demon- 
{trated in the DocTRINE CONCERNING 
THE Lorp,n.1to¥7. The church too, 
of which it treats, is the Lord alfo ; for 
the Lord himfelf tells us that a man of the 
church is in him, and he in him, John vi. | 


56. Chap. xiv. 20, 21.. Chap. xv. 5, 7. 


go. Since the divinity and fanétity of 
the word is here treated of, it may be 
proper, to add a memorable relation to 
what has been already faid. There was 
once fent me down from heaven a {mall 
piece of paper, covered with Hebrew 
characters, but written as they ufed to be 
amongft the ancients, with whom thofe 
letters, which are at this day partly in 
right lines, were infleéted, with little bend- 
ings upwards; and the angels who were 
then with me declared, that they could 
difcover entire and. complete fenfes by the 
very letters, and that they difcovered 
them particularly by the fleétures of the 
lines, and of the tops of each letter ; and 
they explained what was their fignifica- 
tion both feparately and conjointly, telling 
me that the H, which was added to the 
names of Abram and Sarai, fignified infi- 
nite and eternal. They alfo explained 
to 
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to me'the meaning of the word in Pfalm 
xxxil. 2. by the letters or fyllables only, 
and that the general fenfe contained there: 
in was, That the Lord ts ever merciful to 
thofe who do ewl. They informed me, 
that the writing in the third heaven con- 
fifted of letters mfletted, and .varioufly 

curved, each .of which cobtaited {ome 
particular meaning ; and that the vowels 
there ufed were to exprefs a found cor- 
refponding with affection, and that in that 
heaven they were not able to exprefs the 
vowels z and e, but inftead of them y 
and ev, and that the vowels a, 0, and u, 
were in ufe amongft them, becaufe they 
give a full found ; alfo that they did not 
exprefs any confonants roughly but foft- 
ly, and~that it was from this ground, that 
fome Hebrew letters are pointed within, 
as a mark that their pronunciation fhould 
‘be foft ; they added that harfhnefs in let- 
ters was in ufe in the {piritual heaven, by 
reafon that the fpiritual angels are princi- 
pled in truths, and truth admitteth of 
harfhnefs; whereas the good, wherein the 
angels of the Lord’s celeftial kingdom, or 
of the third heaven, are principled, ad- 
mitteth of no harfhnefs. They declared 
further, that they had the written word 
N amongtt 
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amongft them, compofed of letters in- 
flée&ted with fignificative little bendings 
and dots; from whence it appeared what 
thofe words of the Lord fignify, “ One 
*‘ jot or one tittle, fhall in no wife pafs 
‘¢ from the law, tillall be fulfilled,” Matt. 
v.18. And again, “It is eafier for 
‘* heaven and earth to pafs, than- one. tit- 
“6 tle of the law to fail,” Luke xyi. 17. 


That from ‘the literal fenfe of the word, 


men may collet heretical opinions, but 
that to confirm fuch cprnions is hurtful. 


91. IT was fhewn above, that the word 
cannot be underftood without do€trine, 
and that doétrine isas a lantern for the 
difcovery of genuine truths, and that this 
is a confequence of the word’s being 
written by correfpondencies ; hence it is 
that many things, contained therein, are 
appearances of truth, and not naked 
truths ; and many things are adapted to 


the underftanding of the natural man, 


yea even of the fenfual man, yet in fuch 
a manner that the fimple may underftand 
them in fimplicity, the intelligent in intel- 
ligence, and the wifein wifdom. Now 
fince the word is of fuch a nature, the 
| appearances 
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appearances of truths, which are truths 
elothed, may be taken for naked truths, 
which when they are confirmed become 
falfes ; but this is done by thofe who be- 
lieve themfelves to be fuperior in wifdom 
to others, when yet they are not wife ; for 
to be wile is to fee whether a theory bea 
truth, before it 1s confirmed, but not to 
confirm whatfoever one pleafeth ; this 
they do who are mighty in the power 
of confirmation, and in the arrogance of 
felf-intelligence ; but they who are truly 
wife love truths, and are effe€ted by them 
becaufe they are truths, and apply them 
to the purpofes of life ; for thefe are in 
ulumination from the Lord, and fee truths 

by the light of truths ; but the others are 
in the light of felf-hood, and fee falfes al- 
{o in the light of falfes. 


g2. That the appearances of truth, 
which are truths clothed, may be taken 
for naked truths in the word, and which 
when confirmed become falfes, is evident 
from the many herefies which have been 
and ftill exift in the Chriftian world. 
Herefies themfelves dono hurt to man- 
kind ; but confirmation of the falfities 
contained in any herefy, by mifapplica- 
tion 
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tion of the word, and by reafonings that 
originate inthe natural man, together 
with an evil life, thefe are the things which 
do hurt. For every one is by birth in- 
troduced into the religion of his parents, 
and is initiated therein from his earlieft 
years, and afterwards continueth in the 
fame perfuiafion, nor is it in his power to 
extricate himielf from it’s falfes, by rea- 
fon of his engagements in the world: But 
to live in evil, and to confirm falfes, fo 
as to deftroy genuine truths, thisis what 
hurts the foul ; for whoever abideth in 
the religion of his country, and believeth 
in God, and’ (in cafe he be of the Chrif- 
tian church) believeth in the Lord, and 
efteéemeth the word to be holy, and liveth 
secure to the commandments of the 

eee from a religrous motive, fuch 
an one never confirmeth himfelf in falfes ; 
and therefore when truths are propofed 
to him, and he perceiveth them accord- 
ing to the meafure of life he hath attain- 
ed, he is in a capacity to embrace them, 
and thereby to be extricated from falfes ; 
but the’cafe is otherwife where a man hath 
confirmed the falfes of his own particular 
religion, fnafmuch as falfes, when con- 
firmed, take deep root in the foul, and 
cannot 
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cannot be extirpated ; for when a man 
hath confirmed himfelf in what is falfe, 
he is bound to it as it were by an oath, 
efpecially if felf-love, or the pride of. 
his own underftanding, is engaged in it’s 
favour. 


93. I have converfed in the fpiritual 
world with fome who lived many ages 
ago, and had confirmed themfelves in the 
falfes of their particular religious perfua- 
fions, and. I found that they ftill contin- 
ued rooted in the fame: I have likewife 
converfed, in that world, with others, 
who have been of the fame religious per- 
fuafion,.and- have. entertained the fame 
notions with the former, but yet had_ not 
confirmed it’s falfes in themfelves ; and I 
found that -when they: were inftru&ed by 
the angels, they rejeéted falfes, and re- 
ceived truths ; the confequence was, that 
the latter were faved, but the former were 
not. Every manafter death is inftru@- 
ed by angels, and they are received into 
heaven who. difcern truths, and by virtue 
thereof falfes; fora fpiritual difcernment 
of truths is granted to every one. after: 
death ; but they only are ina capacity 
to fee truths, who have not confirmed 

Nia. themfelves 
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themfelves in falfes ; for they who have 
fo confirmed themfelves are in no dif? 
pofition to fee truths, and in cafe they 
do fee them, they turn their backs up- 
on them, and then either ridicule, or fal- 


fify them. 


94. But we will illuftrate what we mean 
by anexample. In many paflages of the 
word we find anger, wrath, and revenge, 
attributed to the Lord ; and it is faid that 
he punifheth, cafteth into hell, tempteth, 
with many other things of the like nature. 
Now where this is believed in a child-like 
fimplicity, and made the ground of the 
fear of God, and of care not to offend 
him, it doeth no hurt, by reafon of fuch 
fimplicity of belief. But where a man fo 
confirmeth himfelf in this belief, as to be 
perfuaded that anger, wrath, revenge, and 
confequently paffions, which originate in 
evil, belong to the Lord, and that by rea- 
fon of fuch anger, wrath, and revenge, 
he punifheth mankind, and cafteth them 
into hell, in this cafe the belief is hurtful, 
becaufeit deftroyeth genuine truth, which 
teacheth that the Lord is love itfelf, mer- 
cy itfelf, and goodnefs itfelf, and of con- 
fequence that he cannot be angry, wera 
aa 
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ful, or revengeful. Where fuch evil 
p&ffions then are attributed in the word to 
the Lord, it is owing to appearance only, 
for fuch things are but the appearances 
of truth. Like things occur in many oth- 
er parts of the word. 


5. That feveral things in the literat 
fenfe of the word, are but appearances of 
truth, wherein genuine truths lie conceal- 
ed, and that no hurt is incurred by think- 
ing, and even {peaking in fimplicity ‘ac- 
cording to truths, but that it is hurtful to 
confirm them, inafmuch as by confirma- 
tion, the divine truth contained within is 
deftroyed, may be alfo illuftrated by an 
example from nature, to which we fhall 
appeal, becaufe what is natural enlighten- 
eth and inftruéteth the mind, more clearly 
than what is fpiritual. It appears to the 
bodily eye, as if the fun performed a dai- 
ly and annual revolution about the earth ; 
hence it is common to fay that the fur ri- 
fes and fets, that it caufeth morning, 
noon-day, evening, and night, and alfo 
the feafons of the year, as fpring, fum- 
mer, autumn, and winter, and confe- 
quently days and years, when neverthe- 
lefs the fun continueth immoveabie, being 
an 
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an ocean of fire, round which the earth 
performeth her daily and annual revolu- 
tion. <A perfon now, who in fimplicity 
and ignorance fuppofeth that the fun re- 
volveth about the earth, doth not deftroy 
the natural truth, refpeéting the earth’s 
rotation round her own axis, and her an- 
nual revolution in the ecliptic : But who- 
fo confirmeth the fun’s apparent motion 
by the reafonings of the natural man, par- 
ticularly if he fuppofeth fuch an opinion 
by. the authority of the word, he invalid- 
ates the truth, and deftroys it. That the 
fun moves, is then an apparent truth ; 
that it doth not move is a genuine truth ; 
every one may {peak according to appar- 
ent truth,.and doth fo fpeak +; but to 
think that the fa& is really fo, and to con 

firm fuch a thought, this duils and dark- 
ens the rational underftanding. The cafe 
is fimilar with the ftars of the firmament ; 
it is an apparent truth that they alfo are 
borne round daily with the fun, wherefore 
itis alfo faid of the flars, that they rife 
and fet ; but it is a genuine truth that 
the ftars-are fixed, and ‘that their fir- 
mament isimmoveable ; neverthelefs ev- 
ery one may fpeak according to. the ap- 
pearance, 

96. The 
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96. The true ground of the reafon 
why it is hurtful to confirm the appear- 
ances of truth that occur in the word, in 

confequence whereof the hat ee truth 
which lieth therein concealed is deftroy- 
ed, is this, becaule all and every part of 
the literal fenfe of the word hath commu- 
nication with, and opens heaven, accord- 
ing to thofe things which were faid above, 
n. 62 to 69. When therefore man appli- 
eth that fenfe to the confirmation of 
worldly loves, which are contrary to 
heavenly loves, then the internal fenfe of 
the word becomes falfe ; wherefore when 
the external, which 1s the literal fenfe, 
whofe internal is falfe, has communica- 
tion with heaven, then heaven is clofed, 
for the angels who are in the internal 
fenfe of the word reye@ it. - Hence it ap- 
pears, that a falfe internal, or falfified 
truth, preventeth communication with 
heaven, and clofeth it up. This is the 
reafon why itis hurtful to confirm any 
falfe heretical opinion. 


The word is like a garden, which may 
be called a celeftial paradife, containing 
delicactes and delights of every kind, 
delicacies, by virtue “of it’s fruits, and day 
lights, 
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lights, by virtue of it’s flowers, in the 
midft whereof are trees of life, and befide 
them fountains of living waters 3 and 
round about the garden are forelts. 
Whoever now 1s under the influence and 
in the poffeilion of divine truths, by vir- 
tue of doétrine, he is in the midft of the 
garden, amoneft the trees of life, and in. 
the aétual enjoyment of it’s delicacies and. 
delights ; but where a man Is. not under 
the influence, and in the pofleffion of 
truths by virtue of doétrine, but by the 
literal fenfe alone, he abideth only. in the 
woods and forefts which encompafs the 
garden, and feeth nothing within ; and 
laftly, where a man.is influenced by the 
doGrine of a falfe religion, and hath can- 
firmed it’s falfes in his mind, he is not 
even in the wood which furrounds the 
garden, but in-a fandy defart on the out- 
fide, where no grafs groweth. That.thefe 
are the refpeétive flates of fuch perfons 
after death, will be confirmedin it’s prop- 
er place. 


It is moreover to be obferved, that 
the literal fenfe of the word is a defence 
for the. genuine truths concealed in it, left 
they fhould fuifer violence ; and: the de- 
fence 
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fence confifteth in this circumftance, that 
the literal fenfe can be turned every way 
in all dire€tions, and be explained accord- 
ing to the reader’s apprehenfions, without 
it’s internal being hurt or violated ; for 
no hurt enfues from the litéral fenfe be- 
ing underftood differently by different 
people ; but the danger is, when the di- 
vine truths which are hidden thercin. are 
perverted, for it is by this that the word 
fuffereth violence. To prevent this, the 
literal fenfe is it’s defence, and it operat- 
eth as fuch a defence with thofe who are 
under the influence of religious falfes, and 
yet do not confirm them in their minds ; 
from thefe the word fuffereth no violence, 
The literal fenfe of the word a€ting as a 
guard, or defence, is fignified by cheru- 
bims inthe word, and is alfo defcribed 
by them. This defence is fignified by the 
cherubs, which, after the expulfion of 
Adam and his wife from the garden of 
Eden, were placed at the entrance there- 
of, and of which it is written, ** When 
*‘ the Lord God drove out the man, he 
** placed at the eaft of the garden of Eden 
** cherubims and a flaming fword, which 
** turned every way, to keep the way of 
** the tree of life,” Gen. iii. 24. By cher- 
ubims 
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ubims is fignified defence ; by the way 
of the way of the tree of life 1s fignified 
admiffion to the Lord, which men have 
by means of the truths contained in the 
ipiritual {enfe of the word ; by the flam- 
ing fword, which turned every way, is 
fienified divine truth in it’s ultimates, 
which like the word in it’s literal -fenfe is 
capable of being thus turned. The fame 
is underftood by the “ cherubims made 
** of gold, over the two extremities of the 
** mercy-feat, which was above the ark "8 
*¢ the tabernacle,” Exod. xxv. 18 to 21 3 

becaufe this was fignified by the bales 
bims, therefore the Lord talked ay be- 
tween them with Mofes, Exod. xxv. 22. 
Chap. xxxvil. g. Numb. vii. 89 | that 
the Lord never {peaks with man but in 
fulnefs, and the word in it’s literal fenfe 
is divine truth in it’s fulnefs, may be feen 
above, n.37,to 49; thus therefore the 
Lord talked with Mofes from between 
the cherubs. The fame is underftood by 
*¢ the cherubims over the curtains of the 
*‘ tabernacle, and over the vail,” Exod. 
xxvi. 31. for the curtains and vail of the 
tabernacle fignified the ultimates of heav- 
en, and the church, and confequently' the 
word, as may be feen above, n: 46.’ The 
fame 
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fame is fignified by the “ cherubims in: 
** the middle of the temple of Jerufalem,” 
zr Kings vi. 22 to:28. and by ** the cher- 
‘“‘ ubims carved over the walls and doors 
“ of the temple,” 1 Kings vi. 29, 32, 35. 
And alfo by the **cherubims in the new 
“temple, ?) Frdek Oxi. (48; 19, 20; and 
may be {cen above, 'n. 47." Since by 
cherubims was fignified'defence to fecure 
the Lord; heaven, and divine truth, fuch 
as is contarned in the-internal fenfe of the 
word, from being approached immediate- 
ly, and to fhew, that they ought to be ap- 
proached by the meditation of ultimates ; 
therefore it‘1s faid by’ the king of Tyre,’ 
“¢ Thou fealeft up the fum full of wifdom, 
‘and perfect in beauty ; thou haft been 
** in Eden the garden of God, every pre- 
*“ cious {tone was thy covering, thou art 
** the anointed cherub that covereth ; I 
*¢'will deftroy thee, O covering cherub 
“from the midft of the ftones of fire,” 
Ezek! xxviii re, £3, 44, 16. By Tyre 
is fignified the church, in refpe@ to the 
knowledges of truth and goodnefs, and 
confequently by the king-of Tyre is fig- 
nified the word where thofe knowledges 
are, and from whence they are derived ; 
that by the king of Tyre is here hewiftes 
| O the 
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the word.in it’s ultimates; which is the lit- 
eral fenfe, and by cherub, defence, is plain 
from this circumftance, that it is faid, 
‘© Thou fealeft up the fum full of wifdom, 
‘every precious ftone, was thy covering, 
thou art the anointed cherub that cov- 
‘sereth.;” that by the precious ftones 
which are alfo mentioned in the fame 
chapter, are fignified the truths belonging 
to the literal fenfe of the word, may be 
feen above, n. 45. Inafmuch as by cher- 
ubims is fignified the word in it’s ulti- 
yates, and alfo defence, therefore it is 
written in the Pfalms of David, ‘** Jeho- 
‘¢ yah bowed the heavens and came down, 
‘he rode upon a cherub,” Xviil. 10, 11. 
66 Q Shepherd of Ifrael, thou that dwel- 
‘¢ let between the cherubims, fhine forth,” 
Ixxx. 1. ‘* Jehovah fitteth between the 
‘© cherubims,” xcix. 1.’ To ridé upon 
cherubs, to fit upon them, and fit between 
them, meaneth on the ultimate fenfe of 
the word, Divine truth in the word, 
with it’s nature and quality, is defcribed 
by the cherubims in Ezekiel, chap.1. 9, 
10; but as no one. can know what is fig- 
nified by the particulars in the defcrip- 
tion of them, unlefs the fpiritual fenfe is 
opened, it was therefore difcovered to 

| me, 
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me, what is generally fignified by all thofe 
things, which are faid: concerning the 
cherubims in the firft chapter of Ezekiel, 
which are thefe ; the divine external 
fphere of the word is defcribed, verfe 4. 
Is reprefented as a man, verfe 5. It’s 
conjun@ion with -fpiritual and celeftial 
things, verfe 6. The natural fenfe of the 
word, it’s quality, verfe 7... The fpiritu- 
al and celeftial fenfe of the word conjoin- 
ed with the natural, it’s quality, verfe 8, 
9. Divine love of celeftial goodnefs and 
truth, of {piritual and natural therein dif- 
tiné& and united, verfe 10,11. That they 
regard one end, verfe12. The {phere of 
the word is from the divine good and the 
divice truth of the Lord, from which the 
word liveth, verfe 13, 14. The do@rine 
of goodnefs and truth, in the word and 
out of it, verfe 15 to 21. The divinity 
of the Lord above it and in it, verfe 22, 
23. And out of it, verfe 24,25. That 
the Lord is above the heavens, verfe 26. 
And that he is divine love and divine 
truth itfelf, verfe 27, 28. Thefe fum- 
maries alfo have been compared with 
the word in heaven, and are in conform- 
ity with it. 


That 
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That the Lord came into the world, that he 
might fulfil all things contained in the 
word, and tier eby become divine truth, 
or thé word even in it’s ultimates. — 


938. THAT the Lord came into: the 
world, that he might fulfil all things con- 
tained in the word, may be reset in the 
DocTRINE CONCERNING tHE LoRD, 
n.8 to11. That thereby he was made 
divine truth, or the word even in it’s ul+ 


timates, is underftood by thefe words 1n 


John, “ And the Word was made fleth, 
“and dwelt among us, and we-beheld his 
6 glory, as: of the only begotten of the Fa- 
‘‘ ther, full of grace and truth 5” to be 
made fleth, i is to be made the orl in it’s 
ultimates. A reprefentation of the Lord, 
as the word in it’s ultimates, was exhibit- 
ed before his difciples at his transfigura- 
tron, Matt. xvii. 2, &c. Mark ix. 2, &e: 
and Luke ix. 28 ; and it is there: faid, 
that Mofes and Elias appeared in glory ; 
by Mofes and Elias is underftood the 
wotd, as may be feen above, n.-48. The 
Lord, 2s she word-ia.is ultimates, WAS 
alfo repreiented before John in the Rey- 
elation, chap. i. 13 to16 ; whereall parts 
of the defcription given of him, fignify 
the 
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the ultimates of divine truth, or of the 
word. The Lord indeed, before his in- 
carnation, was the word, or divine truth ; 
but then it was in it’s firft eflence (in pri- 
mts); for itis faid, “ In the beginning 
** was the Word, and the Word was with 
‘* God, and God was the Word: This 
* wasin the beginning with God,” John 
1. 1,2, 3. But when the Word was made 
flefh, the Lord was made the word in it’s 
ultimates alfo, itis from this circumftance 
that he is called the Firsr and the Last, 
(primus et ultimus) Rev. i. 8, Vly U7 
Chap. il. 8. Chap. xxi. 6. Chap, xxii. 
125419, 


99. By reafon alfo of the Lord’s being 
made the word in it’s ultimates, the ftate 
of the church was entirely changed ;. all 
the churches, which were before his ad- 
vent, were reprefentative churches, which 
could not fee divine truth but as it were 
in the fhade ; but after the advent of our 
Lord into the world, a church was infti- 
tuted by him, which faw divine truth in 
the light : The difference between the 
churches is fimilar’to evening and morn- 
ing. The ftate of the church, previous 
to our Lord’s coming, is alfo called the 

O 2 evening ; 
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evening ; and the flate of the church af- 
ter his coming, is called morning. The 
Lord, previous to his coming into the 
world was indeed prefent with the men 
of the church, but it was mediately 
through heaven; but fince his advent in 
the world, he is immediately prefent with 
the men of the church. For in the world 
he put on alfo the divine natural, in which 
he is prefent with men ; the glorification 
of the Lord is the glorification of his hu- 
smanity, which he took im the world; and 
the humanity of the Lord glorified, as the 
divine natural. 


100. Few people underftand in what 
fenfe the Lord is the word ; for it is gen- 
erally thought, that the Lord, by means 
of the word, may enlighten and ‘teach 
mankind, and yet, that this is no reafon 
why he fhould be called the word ; but 
let it be known, that every individual man 
is his own particular love, and thence his 
own particular good, and his own ‘partic- 
ular truth ; man is man only by virtue of 
thefe ‘his conftituent parts, and nothing 
elfe in his conftitution can be called man’; 
on the fame ground that‘man is his own 
particular good, and his qwn particular 
truth, 
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truth, the angels and f{pirits are men ; for 
all goodnefs and truth proceeding from 
the Lord, is, in it’s own particular form, 
man: but the Lord is effential divine 


good, and effential divine truth ; fo alfo. 


is he effential man, from whom every man 
receiveth what conftituteth him man. 
That all divine good and divine truth is, 
in it’s form,;man, may be feen in the 
Treatife on Heaven and Hewr,n. 460; 
and fhall be feen more clearly explained 


im the works which treat of ANGELIC. 


Wispom. 


That, previous to the word which the world 
is now in poffefpon of, there was .a word 
which is fnce loft. 


1014. THAT previous to the word 
which was given by Mofes and the proph- 
ets to the people of Ifrael, men were ac- 
quainted with facrificial worfhip, and 
prophefied from the mouth of Jehovah, 
may appear from what is recorded in the 
the books of Mofes. That they were.ac- 
quainted wath facrificial worship, is evident 
from thefe circumftances, that the. chil- 
dren of Ifrael were commanded to deftroy 
the altars of the Gentiles, to break their 
images 
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images and cut down their groves, Exod. 
xxxiv. 13.  Deut..vil. 5... Chap. xit. 3. 
That Ifrael in Schittim began to commit 
whoredom with the daughters of Moab, 
and called the people to the facrifice of 
the gods, and that the people did eat, and 
bowed themfelves to their’ gods, and 
chiefly joined themfelves to Baal Peor ; 
and that upon that account the anger of 
Jehovah was kindled againft Ifrael, 
Numb. xxv. 1, 2,3. That Balaam who 
was from the land of Syria, caufed altars 
to be built, and facrificed oxen and fheep, 
Numb. xxii. 40. Chap. xxiii. 1, 2, 14, 
29,30. That he prophefed alfo from the 
mouth of Fehovah, is evident from the 
prophecies of Balaam, Numb, xxiil. 7 to 
10, 18 to 24. Chap. xxiv. 3 to g, 16 to 
25. That he alfo prophefied concerning 
the Lord, faying, that there fhould come 
a flar out of Jacob, and a fceptre fhould 
rife out of Ifrael, Numb. xxiv, 173; and 
that he prophefied from the mouth of Je- 
hovah, Numb. xxii. 13, 18. Chap. xxiii. 
3,5, 8,16, 26. Chap. xxiv, 1,13. From 
ail which circumftances it is very evident, 
that the Gentiles performed divine wor- 
fhip in many refpec¢ts fimilar to that which 
was inftituted by Mofes amongft the a 
ple 
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ple of Ifrael. That fuch worfhip was in ufe 
alfo before the days of Abraham, is plain 
from what is written by Mofes, Deut. 
Xxx. 7,8; but*ftill plainer, from what is 
recorded of Melchizedech, king of Salem, 
how he brought forth the dread and wine, 
and bleffed Abraham, and how Abraham 
cave him tithes ofall, and how Melchize- 
dech reprefented the Lord, for he is called 
the prieft of the moft high God, Gen. xiv. 
18; and it is faid of the Lord by David, 
** Thou art a prieft forever after the or- 
“der of Melchizedech,” Pfalm cx. 4. 
Hence it was that Melchizedech brought 
forth bread and wine, as being the moft 
holy things of the church, agreeable to 
their holinefs in the Lord’s fupper, and 
that Melchizedech could blefs Abraham, 
and that Abraham gave him tithes of all. 


102. That the word among{t the an- 
cients was written by mere correfponden. 
cies, but that it was loft, was related to 
me by the angels of heaven, and they faid 
that that word was ftill preferved among ft 
them, and ufed by thofe ancients with 
whom that word was, when they were in 
the world. Thofe ancients, amonatt 
whom that word is fillin ufe in heaven, 
were 
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were in part natives of the land of Ca- 
naan and it’s confines, as of Syria, Mefo- 
potamia, Arabia, Chaldea, Affyrta, Egypt, 
Zidon, Tyre, and Nineveh, the inhabi- 
tants of all which kingdoms were initia 
ted in reprefentative worfhip, and confe- — 
quently were fkilled in the fcience of 
correfpondencies : The wifdom of thofe 
times was derived from that-fcience, and 
thereby they enjoyed interior perception 
and communication with the heavens ; 
they alfo who were internally acquainted 
with the correfpondencies of that word, 
were called wife men and-intelligent, and 
in fucceeding ages, diviners and magi. 
But inafmuch as that word was full of 
fuch correfpondencies, as were remotely: 
figuificative of celeftial and fpiritual 
things, in confequence whereof, it began 
to be generally falfified ; then, by the di- 
vine providence of the Lord, in procefs 
of time it was removed, and at laft was 
loft, and another word, written by corref- 
pondencies lefs remote, was given, which 
was the word publifhed by the prophets 
amonglt the children of Ifrael.) In this 
word were retained feveral names of plas 
ces, not only of fuch as were in the land 
ef Canaan, but alfo of fuch as were in the 
neighbouring 
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neighbouring kingdoms.of Afia, all which 
fignified things and ftates of the church; 
but fuch fignifications were derived from 
the ancient word. It was on this account 
that Abraham was commanded to go into 
that land, and that his polterity, out of 
the loins of Jacob; were introduced in- 
to it. 


103. That the ancients had a word, is 
evident from the writings of Mofes, wha 
makes mention of it, and hath alfo given 
quotation from it, Numb. xxi. 14, 155 
27 to 30; and that the hiftorical parts of 
that word were called the wars of Feho- 
vah, and the prophetical parts enuncia- 
tions. From the hiftorical parts of that 
word, Mofes hath given this quotation, 
*¢ Wherefore it is faid in the book of the 
**-wars of Jehovah, what he did in the 
* Red Sea, and in the brooks of Arnon, 
** and at the ftream of the brooks that go- 
* eth down to the dwellings of Arnon, 
“and lieth upon the borders of Moab,” 
Numb. xxi. 14, 1g. By the wars of Je- 
hovah, méntioned in that word and in 
ours, are underftood and defcribed the 
Lord’s combats with hell, and his viGo- 
ries over it, when he fhould come into the 
world, 
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world. The fame combats. are alfo un- 
derftood and defcribed in many pafiages 
in the hiftdrical parts of our word, as in 
the wars of Jofhua with the mbhabitants 
of the land of Canaan, and in the wars of 
the judges and kings of Ifrael.: From.the - 
prophetical parts of that word, Mofes 
hath given this quotation, ‘¢ Wherefore 
“6 fay the enunciators, Come into Hel- 
* bon; let the city of Sihon be. prepar- 
“ed, for there is a fire gone out of Hef- 
‘ bon, a flame from the city of Sihon, it 
‘¢ hath confumed Ar of Moab, and the 
‘¢ lords of the high places of Arnon. 
«© Woe to thee, Moab, thou art undone, 
“© people of Chemofh ; he hath given 
“ his fons that efcaped, and his daughters 
‘¢ into captivity unto Sihon, king of the 
«* Amorites ;. we have fhot. at them. 
‘¢ Hefbon is perifhed even unto Dibon, 
* and we have laid them walle even unto 
«¢ Nophah, which reacheth unto Medeba,” 
Numb, xxi. 27 to. 30. The tranflators 
render it compofers of proverbs, but they 
are more properly called enwnczators, and 
their. compofitions prophetical enuncza- 
tions, as may. appear from the fignification, 
of the word mofchalim, in the Hebrew 
tongue, which not only means proverbs, 
but 
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but alfo prophetical enunciations, as in 
Numb, xxii. 7,18. Chap. xxiv. 3, 15; 
where it is faid, that Balaam uttered his 
enuncration, which was alfo prophetical ; 
concerning our Lord, his enunciation is 
called mofchal in the fingular number: It 
may be further obferved, that the paflages 
thence quoted by Mofes are not proverbs, 
but prophecies. That that word was di- 
vinely infpired like our’s, is plain from a 
paffage in Jeremiah, where the fame expref- 
fion nearly occurs: “ A fire fhall come 
‘¢ forth out of Hefbon, and a flame from 
¢ the midft'of Sihon, and fhall devour the 
** corner of Moab, and the crown of the 
** head of the tumultuous ones. Woe be 
** unto thee,O Moab, the people of Che- 
** moth perifheth ; for thy fons are taken 
** captives, and thy daughters captives,” 
chap. xlvili. 45,46. Moreover, mention 
is made of a prophetical book of: the an- 
cient word, called the book of Jafher, or 
the book of right, by David and by Jofh- 
ua ; by David in the following palfage, 
“ David lamented over Saul-and over 
‘* Jonathan, alfo he bade them teach’ the 
* children of Ifrael the ufe of the bow, be- 
“hold it is written in the book of Fa/her,” 
2 Sam i,17,18 ; and by Jofhua in this 

: paflage, 
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paffage, ** Jofhua faid, Sun, ftand thou 


<< ftill upon Gibeon, and thou moon in the 
‘valley of Ajalon;is not this written in 
‘‘ the book of Fafher,” Joth. x.12. More- 
over it was told me, that the feven firft 
chapters of Genefis are extant in that 
moft ancient word, and that not the leaft 
word is wanting. 


That, by ‘means of the word, light 1s com- 
municated to thofe who are out of the pale 
of the church, and are not in poffeffion 
of the word. 


104. THERE isno poffibility of con- 
junéticn with heaven, unlefs there be, in 
fome part or other of the earth, a church 
which is in poffeffion of the word, and 
thereby acquainted with the Lord, inaf- 
muchas the Lord is God of heaven and 
earth, and without the Lord there is no 
falvation. It is enough that there be a 
church, which is in pofleffion of the word, 
although that church may confilt of very 
few perfons, in refpeét to the whole race 
of mankind ; for ftill, by means of the 
word fo poffefled, the Lord is prefent in 
every country on the face of the earth, 
inafmuch as by that means heaven is in 
conjun&ion 
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eonjunétion with mankind. That con- 
junction is effeéted by means of the word, 
may be feen above, n.-62 to 69. 


~105. But in what manner the prefence 
and conjunétion of the Lord, and of heay- 
en, is eficcted in all countries, by means 
of the word, fhall now be fhewn. The 
univerfal heaven is, in the Lord’s fight, 
as a fingle man, and fo alfo is the church 
on earth; that they have, moreover, the 
a€tual appearance of a man, may be feen 
in the Treatife concerning Heaven and 
Het, n. 59 to 87. In this man, the 
church, where the word is read, and there- 
by the Lord known and acknowledged, 
is as the heart, and as the lungs ; the Lord’s 
celeftial kingdom as the heart, and his 
fpiritual kingdom as the lungs. Now as 
from thefe two fountains of life in the 
human body, all the other members, vif- 
cera, and organs, fubfift and live, fo alfo 
thofe people, in every part of the earth, 
who have any religion, and who are wor- 
Shippers of one God, and lead good lives, 
and make thereby:a part of this man, re- 
fembling the members and vifcera with- 
out the thorax, wherein the heart and 
lungs are contained, by virtue of the con- 
junction 
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jun@ion of the Lord and of heaven with 
the church, by means of the word, fubfift 
and live; for the word in the church, al- 
though in the poffeffion of a {mall number, 
compared with the reft of mankind, is 
life to all the reft from the Lord, through 
the heavens, juft as the members and 
vifcera of the whole body receive life 
from the heart and lungs ; the communi- 
cation is alfo fimilar, which is a reafon 
why the Chriftians, amongft whom the 
word is read, conftitute the breaft of the 
fore-mentioned man ; they are alfo in the 
middle or centre of the reff, and next 
about them are the Roman Catholics, 
and about thefe the Mahometans, who ac- 
knowledge the Lord as a very great 
prophet, and as the Son of God; after 
thefe come the Africans, and the laft cir- 
cumference is occupied by the people 
and nations in Afia and the Indies. Con- 
cerning which ordination of thofe things, 
fomcthing may be feen in the little Trea- 
tife on the Lasr JupementT,n. 48, For 
all things which are in that man, look to- 
wards the very centre, where the Chrif- 
tians are fituated. 


106. In the very centre, where the 
, Chriftians 
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Chriftians are fituated, who are in poffef- 
fion of the word, isthe greateft light; for 
light in the heavens is divine truth, pro- 
ceeding from the Lord as the fun there, 
and inafmuch as the word is divine truth, 
the greateft light is with thofe who are in 
pofleffion of the word. Light thence, as 
from it’s: centre, fpreads itfelf around 
through all the circumferences, quite to 
the ultimates ; hence it is clear, that the 
illumination of the nations and people 
without the church, is alfo through the 
word. That the light in the heavens is 
divine truth proceeding from the Lord, 
and that that light gives intelligence, not 
only to the angels, but to men alfo, may 
be feen in the treatife concerning Hrav- 
EN and HE 1, n. 126 to 140. 


107. That this is the cafe in the uni- 
verfal heaven, may be concluded from 
a fimilarity of circumftances, in re{peét to 
every particular fociety in heaven; for 
every particular fociety isa heavenina 
leffer form, which likewife is as a man, 
as may be feen in the treatife concerning 
Heaven and Herz, n. 41 to 87. In 
every fociety in heaven, they who are in 
the middle in like manner reprefent the 
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heart and lungs, and enjoy the greateft 
degree of light; this light and the percep- 
tions of truth thence arifing, diffufe them- 
{elves from the centre, in every direction, 
towards the circumference, confequently 
to all who are inthe fociety, and confti- 
tute their fpiritual life. It was thewn 
me, that when they who were in the cen- 
tre, and who conftituted the province of 
the heart and of the lungs, and enjoyed 
the ereateft degree of light, were remov- 
ed, immediately they who were in the 
neighbourhood around them, had their 
underftandings obfcured, and were redu- 
ced to fo faint a perception of truth, as 
fcarce to have any ; but as foon as ever 
the others were replaced, the light again 
appeared, and their former perception of 
truth was reftored. 


108. The fame may be alfo illuftrated 
by this experience. There were certain 
African fpirits from Abyflinia with me, 
whofe ears were fome time paft opened, 
that they might hear finging in a temple 
of the world, from the Pfalms of David, 
from which they were affe&ted with fuch 
delight, that they joined in the finging ; 
after that, however, their ears were clo- | 
fed, 
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fed, that they might not hear any thing 
thence; but they were then affeéted with 
a greater degree of delight, becaufe it 
was fpiritual, and were, at the fame time, 
filled with intelligence, for that pfalm 
treated of the Lord, and concerning re- 
demption. The reafon of fuch an in- 
creafe of delight, was, that they were then 
granted a communication with that focie- 
ty in heaven, which was in conjunction 
with thofe who fung that pfalm in the 
world. From this and many other expe- 
riences, itis plain, that communication 
with the univerfal heaven is granted 
through the word. For which reafon, 
by the divine providence of the Lord, 
the commerce of all the kingdoms of Eu- 
rope, and principally of thofe where the 
word is read, is with the nations without 


the pale of the church. 


109. This may be illuftrated by com- 
parifon with the heat and light flowing 
from the fun of this world, which caufe 
vegetation in trees and fhrubs, even in 
fuch as are not expofed to their direét 
influence, but are planted in fhady pla- 
ces, which yet never fail to vegetate, if 


the fun be only rifen above the horizon: 
{o 
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{o it is with the light and heat of heaven, 
proceeding from the Lord, as the fun of 
heaven, which light, in it’s effence, is di- 
vine truth, whence angels and men derive 
all intelligence and wifdom ; wherefore 
it is faid of the Word, that it “* was with 
** God, and was God ; that it enlighten- 
“‘ eth every man that cometh into the 
** world, and that this light alfo fhineth_in 
sf darknefs,” John. 15. 59.0. 


110. From thefe circumftances it may 
evidently appear, that the word, which 
the reformed are in poffeffion of, enlight- 
eneth all nations and people by fpiritual 
communication ; and further, that ‘it is 
provided by the Lord, that there fhould 
always be a church on earth, where the 
word may be read, and thereby the Lord 
made known. Wherefore, when the word 
was almoft totally reyeéted by the Romith 
church, through the divine providence 
of the Lord a reformation was effe&ed, 
and the word was again received. It 
was alfo provided, that the word fhould be 
accounted holy by a noble nation amongft 
the Papitts. : 


111. Seeing that without the word there 
can 
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ean be no knowledge of the Lord, and 
thus no falvation, therefore when the 
word was entirely falfified and adulterat- 
ed by the Jewifh nation, and thence as it 
were made of none effeét, it pleafed the 
Lord then to defcend from heaven, and 
come into the world, and fulfil the word, 
and by that means to renew and reftore 
it, and give light again to the inhabitants 
of the earth, according to thefe words of 
the Lord, “* The people that walked in 
“ darknefs have feen a great light, they 
“ that dwell in the land of the fhadow of 
** death, upon them hath the light fhined,” 
Matt. iv.16. Ifaiah ix. 2. 


112. Inafmuch as it was foretold, that 
at the end of the prefent church darknefs: 
fhould arife, tn confequence of not know- 
ing and acknowledging the Lord to be 
the God of heaven and earth, and of fep- 
arating faith from charity, iertare left 
‘the genuine underftanding of the word 
fhould hereby perifh, it hath pleafed the 
Lord now to reveal the fpiritual fenfe of 
the word, and to fhew that the word, in 
that fenfe, and by virtue thereof in the 
natural fenfe, treats of the Lord and of 
the church, and of them only, and con- 
taineth 
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taineth innumerable things, whereby the 
light of truth derived from the word, 
which was well nigh extinguifhed, might 
be reftored. That the light of truth 
fhould be almoft totally extingurfhed at 
the end of the prefent church, is foretold 
in many paflages of the Revelation, and 
is alfo meant by thefe words of the Lord, 
‘Immediately after the tribulation of 
* thofe days fhall thé fun be darkened, 
“ and the moon fhall.not give her light, 
‘> and the ftars {hall fall from heaven, and 
‘* the powers. of the heavens fhall be fhak- 
*¢en.; and then fhall appear the fign of 
* the Son of Man, coming in the clouds 
* of heaven, with power and great glory,” 
Matt. xxiv. 29, 30. By the funis here 
meant the Lord in refpeét to love; by the 
moon, the Lord in refpeé& to faith ; by 
the ftars, in refpeét to the knowledges of 
goodnefs and truth ; by the Son of Man, 
the Lord in refpeét to the word ; by 
clouds, the literal fenfe of the word; by 
glory, the fpiritual fenfe, and it’s tranfpar- 
ence in the literal fenfe. 


119. I have been convinced by much 
experience, that man hath communica- 


tion with heaven by means of the word. 
In 
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In reading the word from the firft chap- 
ter of Iaiah, to the laftof Malachi, and 
the Pfalms of David, it was given me to 
perceive clearly, that every verfe com- 
municated with fome particular fociety 
in heaven, and thus that the whole word 
communicated with the univerfal heaven. 


That without the word no one could know 
God, or heaven and hell, or a life after 
death, and much lefs the Lord. 


114. FROM all that has been faid and 
fhewn, this follows as a common conclu- 
fion, That the word is divine truth itfelf, 
n.1to4. That the word is the medium 
of conjunction with the angels of heaven, 
n. 62 to 69. That every where in the 


word, is the marriage of the Lord and the — 


church, and confequently the marriage of 
goodnefs and truth, n.80to 89. That 
the ftate of the church is according to it’s 
underftanding of the word, n. 76 to 79. 
That the word is alfo in the heavens, and 
that from thence the angels derive their 
wildom, n. 70 to 75. That through the 
word alfo the nations.and people without 
the pale of the church derive their {pirit- 
ual light, n. 104 to 113 ; befides many 
other 
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other things : From which it may be 


concluded, that without the word no one 
ean have. fpiritual intelligence, which 
confifteth in the knowledge of the Lord, 
of heaven and hell, and a life after death ; 
and moreover could know nothing of the 
Lord, of faith and love to him, and thus 
could know nothing of redemption, by 
which neverthelefs we have our falva- 
tion. The Lord alfo fays to his difciples, 
*¢ Without me ye can do nothing,” John 
xv. 5. *°* Man can take nothing, unlefs 
“it be given him from heaven,” John 
ill. 27, 

115. But whereas they who infift and 
confirm themfelves in the opinion, that 
man, without the word, might know the 


exiftence of a God, and likewife of heav- 


en and hell, with other things which the 
word teacheth, and by that means weak- 
en the authority and holinefs of the words 
if not with the mouth, yet in their heart ; 
therefore it is not expedient to reafon 
with fuch from the word, but from the 
natural light of reafon, for they do not 
believe the word, but themfelves. In- 
quire now of the light of reafon, and you 


will find, that there are two faculties of 
life 
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life in man, called underftanding and 
will, and that the underftanding is fubje@ 
to the will, and not the will to the under- 
ftanding, for the underftanding only 
teacherh and fheweth what is to be done 
in obedience to the will. Inquire fur- 
ther, and you will find, that the will of 
manis his proprium, or felf-hood, and 
that this confidered in itfelf is merely 
evil, and in confequence of this his un- 
deritanding is full of falfes. When you. 
have made thefe difcoveries, you will fee, 
that man, of himfelf, is not willing to un-. 
derftand any thing but what cometh from 
the proprium of his own will, and that he 


could not, unlefs there was fome other: 


fource of knowledge. Man, by reafon 
of the proprium of his will, is not willing 
to underftand any thing but what regards 
him {e 
an higher nature is in darknefs ; when he 


feeth the fun, the moon, and the ftars, if 


by chance he refle@eth on their origin, 
he could not be able to refer them to any 
other creative power than their own, as 
many very learned men in the world have 
done, who, although they were informed 
by the word, that God created all things, 
{fill afcribe creation to nature; and what 

O then, 


a] 


elf and the world; every thing of 
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then would have been their fentiments, in 
cafe:they had received no information 
from the word ? Is it credible, that the 
old philofophers, as Ariftotle, Cicero, 
Seneca, and others, who have written 
about God, and the immortality of the 
foul, received their firft informations on 
thofe fubjeéts from their own underftand- 
ings : No, furely, but from others, to 
whom the information was fucceffively 
handed down from thofe, who had the 
firft notice thereof from the ancient word. 
The writers on the fubje& of natural the- 
ology derive none of their knowledge in 
that fcience from themfelves, but only 
confirm, by rational dedu€tions, the truths 
which they have learnt from the church, 
which is in poffefion of the word; and 
itis pofible there may be fome amongft 
them, who confirm fuch truths, and yet 
do not believe them. 


116. It hath been permitted me to fee 
people, born in remote iflands, who were 
reafonable enough in all points of civil 
concern, but yet had no knowledge con- 
cerning God. Inthe {fpiritual world, 
they have the appearance of {phinxes, and 
are in a life nearly fimilar to their’s ; but 
whereas 
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whereas they were men by birth, and con- 
fequently ina capacity of receiving fpirit- 
ual life, they are inftru&ed by angels,and 
by means of knowledges concerning the 
Lord in his human charaéter, are vivified. 
What manis in himfelf, appears evidently 
from thofe who are in hell, amongft whom 
there are fome perfons of learning and 
diftin&tion, who have no inclination to 
hear any thing of God, and on that ac. 
count cannot pronéunce the word God. 
I have feen them, and converfed with 
them ; I have alfo converfed with thofe 
who have fallen into the fire of wrath 
and anger, at the bare mention of the 
Lord. Confider, therefore, what fort of 
a creature man would have been, fup- 
pofing him to have received no informa. 
tion about God, when fome, who have 
heard about God, have written about 
God, and have preached about God, are 
in fuch a ftate; there are many fuch 
from among the Jefuits. The reafon 
why they arein fucha ftate, is, becaufe 
their wills are evil, and the will, as was 
before ebferved, dire&eth the under. 
ftanding, and robbeth it of the truths 
it receiveth from the word, If man 
could have known of himfelf, that there 
is 
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is a God, and a life after death, how’ 
comes it to pafs that he never difcovered 
that man is a real man after death ? Why 
doth he imagine, that his foul or {pirit 1s 
like wind or ether, which hath neither 
eyes to fee, nor ears to hear, nor mouth 
to fpeak, until it be united to it’s carcafe 
or fkeleton ? fuppofing therefore a doc- 
trine derived from the light of reafon 
alone, muft it not of neceffity eftablifh 
the worfhip of itfelf, as was the cafe in 
former times, and is ftill the cafe with 
many, who yet are inftru€ted by the word 
that God alone is to be worfhipped ? It 
is not poffible that any other worthip, 
but that of felf, fhould be derived from 
the proprium or felf-hood of man, not 
even the worfhip of the fun and moon. 


117. The origin of religious worfhip 
in the moft early age of the world, and 
of the univerfal knowledge of God, and 
a life after death, is not to be afcribed to 
man, or to his own proper intelligence, 
but was derived from the ancient word 
above-mentioned, n. 101 to 103, and in 
facceeding times from the Ifraelitifh 
word. From thofe two words, religious 
knowledge was propagated through all 
parts 





dia bia it’s iflands, and through 
Egypt and Ethiopia, in the kingdoms of 
Africa, and from the fea coafts of Afia. 
into Greece, and from thence into Ita ly. 
But whereas the word could not be writ- 
ten otherwife eid by reprefentativesy 
which are fuch earthly exiftences.as cor- 
refpond with era ones, and confe 
quently are fignificat ive thereof, there- 
fore the religious rights of the Gentiles 
were made ido Wess and in Greece 
were turned into fables and the divine 
properties and attributes were cénfidered 
as fo many feparate gods, governed by 
one Supreme Deity, whom they call Jove, 
from Jeh 1ovah ; that they hada knowl- 
edge of a paradife, a flood, and the fa- 
crednefs of fire, of four ages, beginning 
with that of gold, and ending with that of 
iron, by which are fignified in the word, 
the four ftates of the church, .as in Dan- 
iel, chap. il. 31 to 35, is well known. 
That the Mahometan religion, which fuc- 
ceeded and deftroyed the former religious 
knowledges of many nations, was taken 
from the word of both Teftaments, is alfo 


well known. 
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118, Laftly, I fhall here declare what 
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is the ftate of thofe after death, who af- 
cribe all things to their own. underftand- 
ing, and very little, if any, to the word. 
They are firft like perfons intoxicated, 
afterwards like perfons infatuated, and 
laftly they fink into ftupidity and fit in. 
darknefs. Let every one therefore take 
heed to himfelf how he falleth into fuch 
a delirium. 








: 
5) 
: 
3 
4 
j 
7 
“a 
i 











SP mee FS Sy, Si b >, é 
SB onstrate ek a ae eed ae ee 











